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Anthropomorphism in Excelsis

By JOSEPH W. ELLIOTT

hy is so little use generally made

of the Book of Genesis these
days? Is it because critical difficulties in
-the interpretation of Scripture, or in rec-
onciling Scripture teachings with scien-
tific discovery, have caused whole areas
of Scripture to pass into disuse? Is the
struggle between fundamentalism and
modernism to deprive us of the teach-
ings found in the beginning of our Bible
— that man is made in the image of God;
that the world is no accident or series of
accidents; that it was made by God and
is being made and sustained by God,
and that man has an important part to
play in the making of it? If we neglect
that fundamentally important truth,
then the great truth of the Incarnation,
when the Word was made flesh, is re-
duced to meaningless absurdity. If we
neglect the equally important truth con-
tained in the third chapter of Genesis,
that the image of God in man has been
marred by sin, that our human nature is
fallen human nature, then we cannot see
the meaning and the power of the Cross
and the necessity of the Cross, in order
that the image of God in man’s nature
might be restored.

Without the fundamental truth of
creation in Genesis there could be no
Savior. Without the fundamental truth
of the fall of man there would be no need
of a Savior. We cannot permit academic
controversy to rob us of vital spiritual
truth or to lead us to its neglect.
Whether we be fundamentalists or mod-
ernists, or whatever be our scientific or
historic opinions, we must not forget
that in Genesis — however much of it be

Our guest columnist this week, the Rev.
Joseph W. Elliott, is rector of St.
Stephen’s Church, Colusa, in the Diocese
of Northern California.
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history and how much inspired vision,
there are all important and essential vi-
sions of vital spiritual truths.

So I make no apology for drawing at-
tention to one of the boldest thoughts of
all time in Genesis 3:21. It makes little
or no difference for my immediate pur-
pose whether you believe Genesis to be
literal history or inspired vision. The
fundamental thing is that you realize
that it gives us all important insights in-
to the nature and purposes of God and
into the nature and purpose of man’s life
in the sight of God.

There are sufficient parallels and
features of the story of the Garden of
Eden in various mythologies, especially
those of Babylon; but one feature has no
parallel so far as I can determine, and
that is in the verse “Unto Adam also and
to his wife did the Lord God make coats
of skins, and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21
KJ). He prepared them for the hardships
and difficulties of their new life. Even
out in the world they retained their kin-
ship with the Creator of the world, and
the lordship over all the animals he had
made to serve them. As a token of this
they went out clothed in the coats of
skins made for them by God himself.

God is revealed, right at the beginning
of things, as a God of righteousness, so
that disobedience inevitably brings pun-
ishment. But punishment is not the last
word. Exile is the end of a chapter or an
idyll but not the end of the story. Man
thrust out because of disobedience is not
tolerated in paradise, does not confront
a hostile world naked and unarmed, to
sink to the level of the beasts that sur-
round and threaten him. He goes out
clothed by God, prepared for his new en-
vironment, for God still has a purpose
for his life. The very clothes that make
life possible for him and protect him
against the inhospitable climate of a sin-
ful world were sewn for him by the very

fingers of Almighty God. The anthro-
pologist calls this anthropomorphism,
that is, man making God in his own im-
age, but the anthropologist has the club
by the wrong end. This is Anthropomor-
phism in Excelsis, because it is the
recognition that all the noble things in
man’s nature and life have their source
in God.

I don't care much what the anthropolo-
gists call it; I don’t care much if the fun-
damentalists and modernists quarrel
over the historical authenticity of these
early chapters of Genesis. The man who
wrote these words saw deep into the
makeup of the universe, because he saw
deep into the very heart of God, and so
also deep into the heart of man. For it
was this same God who so generously
providing for the needs of his rebellious
children, afterwards broke through into
this sinful world to rescue men from
their sin, when the Word was made flesh
in Christ.

The Gospel begins not in Matthew but
in Genesis. God’s dealings with man in
the beginning of things are all a part of
his dealings with us throughout the ages
in Christ. When the Prodigal Son left

Said Adam:

I'm still awful sore:

am I a stand-in mother?

This operation

and you, so nearly daughter —
yet wife! — dearest creation!
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home, his father’s prayers went ahead of
him into the far country and so sur-
rounded him there, clothing his spirit
against evil, that the far country could
never become his home even when he
shared the husks with the swine. He re-
mained a stranger until hunger and
homesickness sent him home. And when
he returned, he had no claim to make of
his father, except to be taken under his
roof and given work to do and a crust of
bread when he had done it. He deserved
nothing more — in fact, he didn't even
deserve that. He had added a painful
chapter to the chronicles of disobedi-
ence, the introduction to which we have
seen in Genesis.

And outside a movie theater the
chronicles of disobedience are not idylls
of romance. But the idyll of romance
that was so soon shattered, when sin
entered the Garden and man was driven
out has a new chapter written to it —
when innocence walked again no longer
in the shelter of the Garden, but in the
dust of the roads of Galilee, in the com-
mon streets of Jerusalem, and miracu-
lously the image of God is restored in
the nature of the sinful man. We read
that when the Prodigal Son returned he
was given no grudging welcome, half-
hearted forgiveness and conditional ap-
probation. “But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring forth the best robe and
put it on him.””

I have great respect for the anthro-
pologists, but when there rises out of the
mists of antiquity a story which tells me
decisive things about God, I do not
readily dismiss it merely as primitive
folklore. It is a prophetic vision, reveal-
ing the heart and mind and purpose of
God. It isthe same God who sewed coats
of skins to cover the nakedness of Adam
and Eve as he thrust them out of the
Garden, who clothes the returning Prod-
igal, who wasted his substance in the far
country, and clothes him no longer in
rough serviceable protecting skins, but
in the best robe of the favorite son, and
places the ring of the heir apparent on
his finger.

There can be no escape, even in the far
country, from a God who behaves like
this. He provides for us and prepares a
way of return even at the height of our
disobedience and refuses to admit defeat
and cast us off for ever. What can one do
with a God like this? We cannot escape
his love, so we should humbly accept it
and worshiping him, enter into the fellow-
ship of the redeemed, of those for whom
sin has lost its fascination and its power
for they have been accepted and re-
stored to the family of God.

“Unto Adam also and to his wife did
the Lord God make coats of skins, and
clothed them.” — “But the father said to
his servants, Bring forth the best robe
and put it on him.”

If God is like this, what should his
children be?
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LETTERS

Tue Living CHURcH welcomes letters
from readers. Contributors are asked to
limit letters to 300 words. The editors
reserve the right to abridge.

Archbishop for America?

I would like to second your editorial
“An Archbishop for America?” [TLC,
May 18]. I agree that the title “Presiding
Bishop” is a most confusing one in deal-
ing with other churches and the general
public on the parish level. Also the use of
“Rt. Rev.” is confusing to many when
used by our P.B. I do believe that many
past P.B.s have used the “Most Rev.”
and have noted that Bishop Allin does
not.

Thanks for giving voice to what has
been in some of our minds for a long
time.

(The Rev.) George F. WiLcox
Grace Parish
Galesburg, Il

Here's a vote for your idea of the Pre-
siding Bishop becoming an archbishop.
After all, that is what he is, except in
name.

I remember Dr. Bayard Jones talking
about this years ago, in a church history
class at Sewanee. He said that the idea
of an archbishop was rejected by the
American church in the early days, be-
cause it brought visions of copes and
miters, and other things, equally horri-
ble to contemplate.

Copes and miters have become fairly
commonplace now, apparently without
disastrous results. So let’s have an arch-
bishop. Maybe the other things won’t
happen, or if they do, won't be so bad
after all.

(The Rev.) MArTIN DEWEY GABLE
St. Martin in the Fields Church
Atlanta, Ga.

I was pleased and gratified over your
editorial, “An Archbishop for America?”
and with the clarity and persuasiveness
of your exposition of the question. Hav-
ing covered the last two Lambeth Con-
ferences as a member of the press, I have
seen the confusion resulting from the ti-
tle of Presiding Bishop for the American
Primate, as against the venerable and
far more exact and meaningful title of
Archbishop for the comparable office in
every other province of the Anglican
Communion (with the exception of the
Japanese Church, which shares our title
of Presiding Bishop, but which repre-
sents only a tiny minority in an over-
whelmingly non-Christian country). It is
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HOLY LAND AND PASSION PLAY
PILGRIMAGE

Two Weeks: Tues., July 29 to Mon.,
Aug. 11

See the land of Jesus and the famous
Oberammergau Passion Play, with op-
tional side trips.

$2,042. All Expenses from Miami.
(Rates also from New York.)
For further information contact:
| The Rev. Charles Folsom-Jones
St. Mark’s Church
1750 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 33334
(Tel. 305-563-5155)
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hard to see how any knowledgeable per-
son could find any really cogent objec-
tion to our adoption of the title. It took
years to clarify our official title to simply
The Episcopal Church; let’s hope it
doesn’t take that long to effect the
change in the title of our primate, who as
such should also be accorded the desig-
nation of the Most Reverend rather than
the Right Reverend, to denote his posi-
tion as first among equals in the Ameri-
can episcopate, and to bring us into con-
formity with the rest of the Anglican
Communion.

DorotHY MiLLs PARKER
Washington, D.C.

Enjoyed your bit on an archbishop for
this American church, which I have al-
ways thought was needed. I always re-
member “John, our Primate” in the
Prayer for the Church.

Years back, at Seabury House, I in-
spected the brass plates on each portrait
of former P.B.s and noted that each had
“The Most Revd.” on it! Which says
something or other.

{The Rev.) RoBerTs E. EHRGOTT
Grace Church
Ridgway, Pa.

I heartily support your advancement
of the title of archbishop for our Presid-
ing Bishop. The present title indeed does
not convey much meaning and smacks

"too much of the time you describe when

his function was only to preside over
meetings of the House of Bishops.
Although I appreciate that your pro-

We have
openings for
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‘ in
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to study for the ministry in
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ORTHODOX CHURCH

which uses only the 1928 Book of Common Prayer,
which ordains only men into Holy Orders, and
which is standing on the Holy Bible as the iaspired
Word of God and as the basis of Sound Doctrine
and Bibilical Morality.

We have some openings for sound priests too.
Inquiries may be sent to —

CRANMER SEMINARY

P.O. Box 128

Statesville, N.C. 28677

““Do you feel the call to witness for Jesus Christ
in an ancient and sound Anglican tradition?’’

posal contemplates no change in powers,
duties and responsibilities of the posi-
tion, and also no change in status in
respect to the other churches of the
Anglican Communion, I would like to
hear further discourse on the latter
point.

CuarLes R. Hickox
Dallas, Texas

So Much Money

Thank you for the news item “New
York Bank Loses Church Funds” [TLC,
May 4]. One can admire the moral rea-
sons for the National Council of Church-
es removing its $4.7 million; Union The-
ological Seminary its $1.5 million and
the United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries its $50 million in checking
and savings accounts from Citibank
New York because of South African
apartheid.

One must also ask this question: What
are these Christian bodies doing with
this much money? Evidently expediency
is the watchword for them. How can
they, who have been the beneficiaries of
tax free contributions, justify keeping all
this money in the bank when every day
hundreds die as forgotten men and
women, millions suffer because of in-
humanity and famine, and Christians
are supposed to be on the front line with
concern “for the least of these my
brethren”.

(The Rev.) CHARLES F. SCHREINER
The Parish of St. John
Gig Harbor, Wash.

Divested of “’Atlas’’

The controversy over the Sex Atlas

. seems to have been resolved without the

news having reached the general public.
I talked with Fr. James Gundrum, secre-
tary to the national Executive Council,
who reports that some time ago Seabury
Press sold its rights to the entire “Con-
tinuum” series. This was apparently Sea-
bury’s venture into secular printing, a
part of which was the Sex Atlas.

The news release, however, on this
matter may have made no mention of
the connection with the Sex Atlas. It
might be well to bring it to the attention
of the Episcopal public that the Sex
Atlas is, thankfully, no longer a part of
the Episcopal Church’s offering to the
church and the world.

(The Rev.) F. EARLE Fox
St. Stephen’s Church
East Haddam, Conn.

The Living Church Development Program

The purpose of this fund is to keep THE LIVING
CHURCH alive and keep it growing. Contributions from
readers are acknowledged by individual receipts mailed to
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federal income tax returns.
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Faithful Christians

MORE SAINTS OF THE TWENTI-
ETH CENTURY. By Brother Kenneth,
CGA. Mowbrays. London @ Oxford. Pp.
172. £2.95.

“Let us now praise famous men — and
women.” The biblical injunction is par-
ticularly necessary where the fame has
not reached to the majority of the faith-
ful. We know so little about our own.

Br. Kenneth, CGA, has made a second
selection of modern saints. These in-
clude 19 who have received some official
recognition, but not canonization. His
book is meant for schools, and the en-
tries are fitted into the seasons of the
year “to ensure at least one Twentieth
Century Saint assembly for each week
during the school year.”

But Br. Kenneth has not given the.
teachers the information they will need
for carrying out his intention. Too little
is written about too many. Teachers will
probably prefer more facts about fewer
people. The book is clearly not a text-
book, nor is it a teacher’s manual, but it
offers a very brief introduction to a
variety of human beings from different
cultures who have been faithful Chris-
tians in a modern faithless and often
violent society.

(The Rev.) LynpoN HARRIES
Chilton, Wis.

Classic for Preachers

ON THE PREPARATION AND DE-
LIVERY OF SERMONS. By John A.
Broadus, revised by Vernmon L. Stan-
field. Harper and Row. Fourth Edition.
Pp. 332. $8.95.

This book in its original form has been
around since 1870. If you missed the
earlier editions, I recommend you try
this one. Vernon Stanfield, homiletics
professor at the Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, produced this fourth
edition, and says of the Broadus text: “It
remains the most complete text for the
study of homiletics . . . no other text has
matched Broadus for complete basic ma-
terial.” And for a century it has been a
helpful tool in the preaching craft.

In this revised edition, Stanfield has
deleted dated material and added more
contemporary helps. One of these is the
broad range of homiletical literature in
which he cites nearly 200 separate
works, many of these published in the
last 100 years.

The seven major parts of the book deal
with the art and skill of sermon con-
struction. Prior to them there are four in-
troductory chapters which will reward
you: “Christian Preaching,” “Homi-

letics,” “The Preacher,” and “God’s Mes-
sage.” Every preacher, whether he is
just beginning his career or has been in
the preaching business for many years
will find the “Requisites for an Effective
Preacher” to be heartwarming.

Some of the most helpful parts of the
book for me were: contemporary ap-
proaches to sermon delivery, imagina-
tion in preaching, classification of ser-
mons by subject, and a splendid chapter
on planning a preaching program.

Those of us who serve in the catholic-
liturgical tradition would do well to give
serious thought to this book because it
magnifies the need and role of preach-
ing. It is enlivened by quotes from great
preachers. I mention two: Peter T. For-
syth is quoted as saying: “Without
preaching Christianity stands or falls,
because it is the declaration of a gospel,”
and from Robert H. Mounce: “True
preaching is an event — an event that ef-
fectively communicates the power and
redemptive activity of God.”

(The Rev.) GEorGE CALVIN GiBSoON (ret.)
Memphis, Tenn.

Affectionate Portrait

DRAWN FROM NEW ENGLAND:
Tasha Tudor. By Bethany Tudor. Wil-
liam Collins. Pp. 96. $10.95.

Tasha Tudor is widely known for the
charming world of children’s books she
created. Here her daughter has given us
an affectionate portrait of her. Evelyn
Underhill's gentle poem, “I come in the
little things, saith the Lord,” was one of
her favorites and expressed her own
“reverent appreciation” for nature and
the simple life. Through hard work and
great strength of character, she carried
on her writing and art and raised four
children in a centuries-old New Hamp-
shire farmhouse without running water
or central heating. She lived her dream
and found not only success but great joy
and peace as well.

BarBarA L. ScHULTZ
Oconomowoc, Wis.

Openness and Flexibility

EOLITHIC PLANNING: Theological
Perspectives in Management. By
Charles R. Wilson. CRW Management
Services (Box 2A, Old Mountain Road,
Lebanon, N.J. 08833). Pp. 59, $8.00.

Don’t let the title of this book scare
you away. The author is playing with
words. “Eolithic” is humorously inter-
preted to mean open, playful, intuitive.
Wilson, a church management consul-
tant with 20 years experience, believes
an “eolithic” perspective is a necessary
part of church management.

This tiny book of 59 pages is a trea-
sure lode to be mined carefully. It is ob-
vious that its formation has taken many

Continued on page 12
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Congress for
Religious Journalists

For church journalists and broad-
casters, and also those concerned with
religion in the secular media, the meet-
ing of the decade occurred in the middle
week of May with the Religious Commu-
nications Congress/1980. It included
1,295 participants, and was held in the
expansive facilities of the Opryland
Hotel in Nashville.

The first part of the week was devoted
to meetings of different denominational
and inter-religious organizations.
Among these wasthe Associated Church
Press, an ecumenical association to
which THe Living CHURCH and numer-
ous other Episcopal publications belong.
Episcopalians were delighted that The
Communicant, newspaper of the Diocese
of North Carolina, won four prizes and
one honorable mention, covering graph-
ics, photography, and the coveted award
for general excellence. Christopher
Walters-Bugbee is the editor. For best
reader response, the award went to The
Witness magazine.

The Episcopal Communicators, a fel-
lowship of journalists, diocesan editors,
communications officers and others
serving the Episcopal Church, met on 14
May. Janette S. Pierce of Philadelphia
was elected convenor for the next year.
The Polly Bond Award for excellence in
communications was given to Ruth Ni-
castro of Los Angeles, editor of The
Episcopal News and TLC correspondent
for that diocese.

The remainder of the week was de-
voted to the congress itself, which was
addressed by a galaxy of distinguished
speakers including-Benjamin L. Hooks
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, Professor
Harvey Cox of Harvard University, Mar-
jorie Hyer of The Washington Post, and
Professor Martin E. Marty of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Pope John Paul II
appeared in splendid color on the projec-
tion screen as he read in English his per-
sonal message to the congress, recently
taped in the Vatican. A message from
President Carter (who had earlier been
expected to attend the congress) was
read by a speaker.

Music, films, drama, and other arts
were also recognized within the elabor-
ate program of events. George Gallup,
Jr. of Princeton, the Rev. Douglass M.
Bailey III, of Memphis, the Rev. D.
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For 101 Years
Serving the Episcopal Church

Williams McClurken of New York, and
other Episcopalians were among those
serving as seminar leaders or having
other parts in the program.

H.B.P.

Fund Grants Made

A grant of $6,000 has been made by
the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World
Relief to provide assistance to Navajo
families who have been affected by a
nuclear spill near Church Rock, N.M.

The grant is the Episcopal Church’s
share of a $43,000 fund which is being
sought by Church World Service (CWS),
the relief agency of the National Council
of Churches. A task force of the New
Mexico Interchurch Agency has investi-
gated the needs of the people in the area
and is seeking to provide emergency
assistance.

The problems in the area began July
16, 1979, when the dam at the tailings
pond of a United Nuclear Corporation
uranium mine near Church Rock broke
and spilled millions of gallons of tailings
— radioactive material — into the water
supply system and grazing area. The
local public health service barred use of
water from the affected area and water
had to be transported and stored.

CWS found that 54 Navajo families,
who live near the Puerco River, are af-
fected in their livelihoods by the spill.
Paul F. McCleary, executive director of
CWS, reports that these people “are dis-
couraged by authorities from grazing
their stock or using the water and there-
fore need assistance to offset the grazing
loss along the river. Also, they will not
eat the meat from their animals and
therefore need assistance to offset their
loss of meat diet.”

The Rev. Philip Allen, Fort Defiance,
Ariz., represents the Navajoland Episco-
pal Church on the Task Force for the
Church Rock Spill.

The fund also has disbursed an addi-
tional $105,000 to several agencies
which are involved in relief efforts on
behalf of Cambodian refugees. Recipi-
ents of the funds are Heifer Project In-
ternational, UNICEF, Meals for Mil-
lions, and Church World Service. This
disbursement brings the total contribu-
tions by the Presiding Bishop’s Fund to
$917,300 since the Cambodian appeal
was begun late last year.

The fund has sent $25,000 to Heifer
Project International, the first time that

agency has received support for Cambo-
dian relief from the Episcopal board.
The grant will be used to support a pro-
gram of vaccination and disease control
for draft animals. The Episcopal
Church’s check for that program is in
support of Heifer Project’s first year
program of $177,000 as initiated in the
Kandal Province in Cambodia. The vac-
cination and disease control program for
draft animals is considered “vital in
preparing fields for rice cultivation and
basic transportation in the rural sector,”
according to Terry Ford, Heifer
Project’s executive director. What is
needed in Cambodia, he said, is food pro-
duction as well as food relief.

Mr. Ford said that Kandal Province
“has the greatest density of draft
animals with approximately 55,000 head
of oxen and buffalo needing veterinary
attention.”

Other recipients of the relief funds
released in late April are designated for
UNICEF, $15,000; Meals for Millions,
for seed kits, $5,000; and Church World
Service, $60,000. The CWS funds will be
split for border area famine, $20,000,
and Action for Relief and Rehabilitation
in Kampuchea (ARRK) projects for re-
lief of famine, $40,000.

Bishop Krumm
Installed in Europe

The institution of the Rt. Rev. John
McGill Krumm as Bishop-in-Charge
marked the opening of the convention of
the Convocation of American Churches
in Europe at St. Paul’'s-within-the-Walls,
Rome, Italy, on May 1. The Rev. Ed-
ward Lee, president of the convocation’s
council of advice, represented Presiding
Bishop John Allin, who has jurisdiction
over the convocation, as Bishop Krumm,
retired Bishop of Southern Ohio, was in-
vested with pastoral charge of the six
Episcopal congregations in Europe.

In his first address Bishop Krumm
outlined study of the Scriptures, ecu-
menical involvements, and Christian
responses to current world crises as
areas of special concern as he begins his
episcopal ministry within the convoca-
tion.

These same concerns were touched
upon again as delegate:; and visitors to
the convention attended a symposium at
the Centro Pro Unione, a Roman Catho-
lic agency sponsored by the Graymoor
Fathers.
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The convention passed a resolution
supporting the establishment of a full-
time chaplaincy to the English-speaking
Christian communities of Belgrade and
Zagreb. This would be a joint venture
with the Anglican Bishop of Fulham and
Gibraltar and a local church council in
Belgrade.

Other business included identifying
“stewardship” as a theme for the next
convocation and passing a 1980 budget
of $91,198. Perhaps the most important
business, however, was the opportunity
for sharing with fellow delegates so
widely separated during the year, as well
as with the representatives of U.S. mili-
tary and Church of England chaplain-
cies, who were also in attendance. Bish-
op Krumm’s first convocation conven-
tion closed with a gala Saturday evening
banquet and a joyous Sunday morning
celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

(The Rev.) RoBerT S. DENIG

Foreign Issues
Occupy NCC Meeting

International issues dominated the
agenda of the National Council of
Churches governing board meeting in
Indianapolis, May 7-9, but a proposed
resolution to comment on the U.S.-Iran
crisis was amended to merely request
the exploring of new initiatives for the
churches.

The board completed the first reading
of a new policy statement on the Middle
East and heard a report from a panel of
council leaders who recently toured that
region. It affirmed disarmament as a
high priority for the council, urged the
U.S. Senate more rapidly to ratify the
International Human Rights Cove-
nants, and asked the U.S. government
not to send military assistance to Guate-
mala and El Salvador.

The 266-member board, representing
32 Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican
communions, meets semi-annually to set
policy for the council. The Episcopal
Church is represented by 16 persons, in-
cluding the Rt. Rev. John M. Allin, Pre-
siding Bishop; the Rev. William A. Nor-
gren of the ecumenical office; the Rev.
William L. Weiler, Washington affairs
officer; and Miss Sonia Francis, broad-
cast officer and a vice president of the
National Council as chairman of the
Communications Commission.

Extended debate over eight amend-
ments to the Iran resolution centered on
the question of whether the American
role in establishing and supporting the
regime of the deposed Shah would be de-
scribed (“deplored,” “condemned”) as a
wrong parallel to that of the holding of
the American hostages. Discussion end-
ed abruptly when a proposal to delete all
but a final paragraph passed by a two-
vote margin, supported by most of the
Episcopal delegation.
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The new Middle East policy state-
ment, to be voted on at the board’s next
meeting in November, focuses on the
religious situation of the region as well
as political conflicts. It would replace a
policy statement approved in 1969.

Representing the Episcopal delega-
tion, Fr. Norgren suggested the need for
a major addition to emphasize the com-
mon heritage of Judaism, Christianity
and Islam in the whole biblical story, “to
lay the groundwork for the interfaith
study dialogue the document calls for.”

He described the statement as “un-
necessarily hortatory and in need of ab-
breviation, in the interest of effective
communication,” but praised it for the
attention it gives to the religious con-
text.

Fr. Weiler, who until recently was di-
rector of the council office on Christian-
Jewish relations, said he felt “very
positive” toward this document. Com-
pared to the 1969 policy statement, it
presents “a much deeper assessment of a
complex situation and a more balanced
approach,” he said.

James Rudin of the American Jewish
Committee read a statement terming
“regrettable” the recommendation “that
the U.S. government engage in open
dialogue with the PLO and immediately
press for Palestinian self-determination,
without pre-conditions and without its
renouncing terrorism.”

Mr. Rudin’s statement commended
other sections of the panel’s report, par-
ticularly its “declaration that Arab un-
willingness to recognize the Jewish state
has been a major obstacle to peace in the
Middle East.”

In its resolution on El Salvador, the
board asked churches to respond to the
suffering of Salvadoran people with
emergency help and medical supplies
and to support the post-humous nomina-
tion of Archbishop Oscar Romero for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

The board called for a fact-finding
team of religious leaders to investigate
human rights violations in Guatemala.
The Episcopal delegation opposed this
recommendation as unnecessary.

After the Guatemala resolution
passed, Episcopal layman George
McGonigle, of Houston, said, “I find it
troublesome that we’'ve had many resolu-
tions about American foreign policy but
no chance to hear representatives of our
government explain their policies. We
would be more responsible if we could
hear their reasons.”

Another action urged speedy passage
of two congressional bills to establish a
Presidential Study Commission that
would investigate the extent of injus-
tices suffered by 120,000 Japanese-
Americans who were interned during
World War II, and then recommend ap-
propriate remedies,

The Rev. Winston Ching, Asian minis-
tries officer for the Episcopal Church,

said, “Our Japanese-American congrega-
tions want to see an admission that
grave injustice was done. They are con-
cerned that other minorities not incur
similar reprisals in the future.”

In other actions, the board:

e Called for immediate congressional
action to save the food stamp program
(action which the House of Represen-
tatives initiated the next day);

e Sent a message of condolence, pre-
sented by the Episcopal delegation, to
the Rt. Rev. H.B. Dehqani-Tafti, Bishop
of the Anglican Diocese of Iran, upon
learning of the murder of Bahram Deh-
qani-Tafti, the bishop’s son;

e Affirmed the NCC as a sponsor of an
interreligious program on Religion and
Energy in the '80s, to be initiated by a
Responsible Energy Sabbath October
18-19;

e Urged its member communions and
their individual members to communi-
cate to, and urge ratification of, the
Equal Rights Amendment by the Illi-
nois State Legislature in its current ses-
sion;

e Asked Congress to maintain exist-
ing levels of budget support in the areas
of housing, education, welfare, social
security and employment;

e Sent to the people of Taiwan a mes-
sage of support for Dr. Chun Ming Kao,
general secretary of the Presbyterian
Church in Taiwan, who was arrested
April 24 as part of an apparent cam-
paign of harassment against the church;

e Requested appropriate units of the
council to prepare a draft policy state-
ment on the spiritual care of, and free ex-
ercise of religion by, persons resident in
public institutions;

e Paid tribute to Helen Keller, in this
centennial year of her birth, as “a shin-
ing example of the power and the beauty
of a profound Christianity”;

e Sent a message to the Rt. Rev. Des-
mond Tutu, Anglican Bishop of South
Africa, whose passport has been revoked
by the South African government, ex-
pressing its solidarity with him in his
struggle against apartheid;

e Expressed its appreciation of the
achievements of Islam and its respect
for the faith of Muslims in this 1400th
year of the Islamic era.

(The Rev.) EDwarp M. BERCKMAN

Episcopal Money
Keeps Soup Cooking

Sr. Eileen Murphy, R.S.M., a Roman
Catholic nun, has been feeding 220 per-
sons daily for four years at Amos House,
in Providence, R.I. When the building's
owner declared bankruptcy recently, she
knew she would have to buy the struc-
ture or move out.

With the help of money from the Epis-
copal Diocese of Rhode Island, Sr.
Eileen was able to purchase Amos
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House for $4,000 at public auction.

“It's a real soup kitchen,” the Rev.
Harrington M. Gordon, Jr., rector of
Trinity Church, Cranston, R.I.,, told
TLC. “There are lines of people outside
every day.” When the crowd at the auc-
tion realized that Amos House would
continue, there was cheering, Fr. Gordon
said.

Fr. Gordon attended the auction along
with the Rev. Dwight C. Hambly, Jr.,
rector of Christ Church, Providence, and
Elmer Shippee, chairman of the Episco-
pal Charities Fund. The three had been
instrumental in raising the money,
$2,000 of which came from the diocese.
Fr. Hambly’s church pledged $500 in ad-
dition, and the rest of the money came
from private donations.

The new Bishop of Rhode Island, the
Rt. Rev. George M. Hunt III, had de-
clared before his consecration that the
fact Amos House was run by a member
of another church didn't matter. What
did matter, he said, was that Sr. Eileen
“is feeding people and that demands our
support.” But, he said, he must look
beyond that.

“As a Christian, I've got to look at peo-
ple who come to McAuley House [an-
other soup kitchen run by another Sister
of Mercy] and Amos House, and ask
what’s wrong with a system that makes
the same persons come back every day.
I'm not a revolutionary, but I expect to
be ready and willing to question the
system. We live in a world of power. And
if people don't have power, they’'ve got to
be empowered.”

Fr. Hambly said, “We feel that Sr.
Eileen’s place is indispensable and a
very important business . . . the Episco-
pal Church wants to make sure she
stays.”

Anglican Fellowship of
Prayer Meets

The Rt. Rev. Festo Kivengere of
Uganda, the Rt. Rev. Alexander D.
Stewart, Bishop of Western Massachu-
setts, and Rosalind Rinker, author and
lecturer, were leaders of the 1980 Inter-
national Conference of the Anglican Fel-
lowship of Prayer, held in New Haven,
Conn., from May 1-3.

The theme, “Unity Through Fellow-
ship in Prayer,” drew nearly 700 parti-
cipants from 24 states, Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Canada, and three other
countries.

A feature of the conference was the
awarding of an inscribed pewter plate to
the Rev. and Mrs. J. Moulton Thomas
for their nearly 20 years of “outstanding
service” to the AFP.

In addition to attending workshops
and hearing addresses, there were a
number of opportunities for group
prayer. The closing Eucharist took place
at Trinity-on-the-Green Church.
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BRIEFLY. . .

Dr. Caroline Rakestraw, executive
director of the Episcopal Radic/Tele-
vision Foundation since 1954, plans to
retire later this year, according to an an-
nouncement made by the Rt. Rev. Har-
old B. Robinson, Bishop of Western New
York and chairman of the foundation’s
trustees. The exact date will be deter-
mined by the date of availability of Mrs.
Rakestraw’s successor. A search com-
mittee has been formed, chaired by the
Very Rev. Cecil Woods, dean of Virginia
Theological Seminary.

Over 30 members of the Urban Pover-
ty Unit of the Appalachian People’s Ser-
vice Organization met in Washington,
D.C. with administration officials late in
April to discuss the plight of the Appala-
chian poor. Governiment officials were
reminded that every administration
since that of Abraham Lincoln has

promised aid to this area of the U.S., and -

the Appalachian Regional Commission
was encouraged to broaden its primarily
rural program to include the Appala-
chian poor in non-Appalachian cities,
which, according to APSO, constitutes,
“America’s largest invisible minority.”

The Rev. G. Larue Downing, rector of
St. John’s Church, Wilmington, Del., has
become the new program director at Ka-
nuga, the Episcopal center located in the
Blue Ridge Mountains near Hender-
sonville, N.C. Kanuga conducts confer-
ences, camps and other programs which
attract participants from throughout
the nation.

The Ecumenical Communications
Skills Workshop held late in April in San
Antonio, Texas, drew 56 participants, 11
of them Episcopalians. The workshop
was designed to enhance communication
within the local congregation and the
community at large by the use of print
and electronic media. Simultaneous
translations were provided according to
the language of the leader.

A curriculum guide to help Roman
Catholic parochial teachers provide a
“new appreciation of Jews and Judaism”
has been published jointly by the Na-
tional Conference of [Roman] Catholic
Bishops and the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith. The guide, enti-

tled, “Abraham, Our Father in Faith,”
underscores the pronouncements of Vat-
ican II that Roman Catholics should
combat anti-Semitism and engage in dia-
logue with Jews. The publication, pre-
pared by the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia, includes sections devoted to the
biblical roots of Christianity, the syna-
gogue and Christian liturgy, Jewish his-
tory, and a bibliography of recommend-
ed materials.

The Very Rev. Simeon Nkoane, the
Anglican dean of Johannesburg, has
been charged with violating the South
African Group Areas Act which speci-
fies where people of different races may
live. Fr. Nkoane, who is black, has been
living in an apartment adjoining St.
Mary’s Cathedral which is located in a
“whites only” area. Since his appoint-
ment as dean in 1977, he has been the
third ranking cleric of the Diocese of
Johannesburg.

William J. Murray, who with his
mother, Madalyn Murray O’Hair, was
responsible for the suit resulting in a
ban on prayer in U.S. public schools,
wrote letters to newspapers in Austin
and Baltimore recently, apologizing for
his part in the 1963 landmark court case.
“If it were in my personal power to
return this nation to its rightful place by
placing God back in the classroom, I
would do so,” wrote Mr. Murray, who is
estranged from his mother.

The question of why Christians have
done so little to avert nuclear war was de-
bated by 85 delegates at a consultation
of the churches on disarmament in Pitts-
burgh recently. The event was spon-
sored by the National Council of Church-
es. Alan Geyer, the executive director of
the Churches’ Center for Theology and
Public Policy said that disarmament
had never emerged as a “practical prior-
ity” to Christians, and described this as
“the inexcusable sin.”

The oilrich United Arab Emirates
have donated $750,000 to establish an
endowed professorship at Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C. Univer-
sity officials describe the gift as “com-
pletely without strings.” Georgetown’s
Center for Contemporary Arab Studies
has received about $1.4 million from
Arab governments since it was begun in
1975, and much of that money has
stirred controversy because of perceived
Arab exploitation of the oil markets and
alleged connections with terrorist groups.
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Drowning

in the Think Tank

Perhaps, once again, we need

to stress individuality to encourage

people to be themselves,

independent of group pressures.

By A. SHRADY HILL

P erhaps there are others who have
shared with me the inner shriveling
and sense of being pushed around when,
at a meeting, one hears the chairman an-
nounce: “Now we are going to count off
and break into six smaller groups for dis-
cussion.” Furtively, I look around to see
any evidence of like-minded souls and oc-
casionally spot someone expressive
enough to roll his eyes or give a resigned
sigh and reluctantly shuffle off to group
number four which is gathering in an un-
comfortable corner of the parish house
kitchen. There are those who are de-
lighted and welcome such activity, but I
strongly suspect that they are either
bored or are extroverted beyond redemp-
tion. The end result of all this is a
recorder’s report that makes one group
appear to be potential Phi Betas and
another not quite bright enough to deal
with any issue. If one is lucky he can be
diverted by watching the antics of some-
one struggling with large sheets of
newsprint upon which the salient points
of group reports are written, in what is
often an almost illegible hand, and then
hung at various points around the room,
There they are gazed upon with placid
satisfaction on the part of those who

The Rev. A. Shrady Hill is priest-in-
charge of St. Bartholomew’s Church,
Poway, Calif., in the Diocese of San
Diego.
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have produced them and are eventually
rolled up and stuffed away in Miss
Jones’ third grade Sunday school closet.
All this is called “process.”

Humans tend to gather in groups. On
the simplest level, people come together
to exchange chit-chat, remark on the
weather and make superficial comments
on the economy or world politics. This
activity belongs to Man, the Social
Animal, and can be pleasantly unpro-
found. The other group function is that
of people gathered together for a specific
purpose, work or education. What goes
on in groups has produced endless stud-
ies and volumes of analysis, much of it
constructive and instructive. However,
as sometimes happens, something has
gone wrong in terms of goals and expec-
tations from all this study. We have
come to the point of expecting that a
group of people “relating” and “interact-
ing” upon each other can and will pro-
duce world shaking profundities, learn-
ing, or lasting and constructive insights.

The church has always known some-
thing about fellowship, togetherness, if
you will, but is was recognized as a men-
tal attitude, the quiet knowing that one
was a part of a group of people with
some common ideas, ideals and experi-
ences as well as some fairly common
sins. Fellowship transformed into popu-
lar togetherness now insists that every-
one live in each other’s psychological

and spiritual back pocket. Get together
and share, we are urged, and all prob-
lems will be resolved. We have yet to
hear one clear voice declaiming the truth
that a group of 25 voices can complicate
a problem to a point beyond resolution.
The business world which imposed upon
us the results of Group Life Labs at
Bethel, Maine, is now rumored to be tak-
ing a second look. The intensive and
highly structured, to say nothing of
manipulative, experience of forced
group sharing shows signs of losing
some of its lustre and appeal.

However, the church has had her par-
ticular business and purpose of being a
group gathered together to talk to, think
about and ponder the mysteries and
wonders of God. It is one of the very few
groupings, ideally, not wholly directed
to self-motivated activity but rather
designed for response to stimulation and
motivation from outside the member-
ship. Modern togetherness wanted to
change all that. Christians now began to
gather to look upon themselves and
share. Let’s not fool ourselves, this was
and is the emphasis fostered by the tech-
niques. In the rush to embrace this new
and exciting activity nary a thought was
given to just what it was everyone was
going to share and if, indeed, the bulk of
us had that much worth sharing.

The ha