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SUNDAY'S READINGS 

Christ Comes Into the World 
' ... [H]e will save his people from their sins' (Matt. l:2lb). 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 23, 2001 
Isaiah 7:10-17; Psalm 24 (or 24:1-7); Rom. 1 :1-7; Matt. 1 :18-25 

It seems clear from the context of 
the first reading that the prophet Isa­
iah ( at least in his own mind) is 
addressing events in his own time and 
place. The northern kingdom oflsrael, 
along with its Syrian ally, has laid 
siege on Jerusalem in Judah. Ahaz, 
king of the latter, is quite naturally 
depressed and despondent. The 
prophet reassures Ahaz that a "sign" 
will be given by God in the form of a 
"young woman" bearing a son (in the 
thinking of Isaiah, most likely 
Hezekiah) who will save his people 
and perpetuate the Davidic dynasty. 

Christians, however, from the very 
beginning of our faith, have inter­
preted this passage as resounding 
with a far deeper meaning. For us it is 
nothing less than the foretelling of the 
coming of Jesus Christ into the world. 

For us, the Hebrew term for "young 
woman" (translated in the Septuagint 
as "virgin") is clearly a reference to 
the Blessed Mother. And a view of 
Christ which predates the writing of 
any gospel finds expression in both 
Matthew and Luke identifying the 
Lord's mother as a ''virgin." The heir of 
David, whose name shall be 
"Emmanuel" (literally "God is with 
us") is easily transformed into "Jesus" 
(i.e., "God brings salvation"). And the 
One who shall eat curds and honey by 
the time he knows how to refuse the 

Look It Up 

evil and choose the good" (Isaiah 7:15) 
is for us obviously the Holy Child. 

We are left with our gospel reading. 
A Savior (though not in a strictly polit­
ical sense) is born of a "young 
woman" (to our and Matthew's think­
ing undoubtedly a chaste virgin). And 
his destiny is to bring salvation - not 
in human terms, but rather to save 
believers from the just punishment for 
their many sins (Matt. 1:21). An angel 
comforts Mary's understandably con­
fused betrothed: "Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to 1:ake Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins" (1:20b-21). The evangelist 
further identifies all this as fulfilling the 
prophecy of Isaiah: "Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel'' (1:23). 

So what relevance does all of this 
have for us in our own day? Paul, writ­
ing to Roman Christians, sums it up 
nicely. Jesus, he proclaims, "was 
declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness ... 
through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith ... " (Rom. l:4a, 5). 
The result is grace and peace "from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (l:7b ). 

How can we account for the vast discrepancies in the infancy narratives related 
by Matthew (1:18-2:29) and by Luke (2:2:40)? What are some of the major dif­
ferences in theology between them? 

Think About It 
Matthew makes it clear that Mary and Joseph "had no marital relations ... until 
she had borne a son; and she named him Jesus" (1:25). Mark is quite clear that 
Jesus had brothers and sisters. What purpose did it serve, when Christianity 
became the state religion of the Roman Empire, for Mary to become a "perpet­
ual virgin" and for Jesus suddenly to become a celibate with no descendants 
whatsoever? 

Next Sunday 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Isaiah 61 :10-62:3; Psalm 147 (or 147:13-21); Gal. 3:23-25; 4:4-7; John 1 :1-18. 



BOOKS 

A Native American Theology 
By Clara Sue Kidwell, Homer Noley 
and George E. "Tink" Emker 
Orbis. Pp. 204. $21 paper. 

ISBN 1 -5707-5361 -X 

This is a valuable, but difficult, 
book for most non-Indians. It is an 
attempt to look at traditional Christ­

ian theology as 
,\ N&tiw Am,,ri,,an understood by 
T l  r r: (' '- ;..."' G \ Western European 

-­

·--

churches, and to re-
cast those theologi­
cal doctrines in the 
context of the theo­
logical and spiritual 
principles of Native 
American religious 

expression. The task is not made eas­
ier by the fact that there is not a sin­
gle "native" understanding of 
spirituality, but almost as many spiri­
tual ways of expression as there are 
tribes and nations in North America. 

The work documents the painful 
and unfortunate approach of Western 
Christians to native peoples, by 

This book will help shred the 

myth that one must be European 

in thought to be Christian. 

requiring them to adopt Western civi­
lization and values as if this were a 
part of the Christian faith (which our 
Eastern Orthodox brothers and sis­
ters understand is not so). 

The book gives a detailed expres­
sion of spiritual understanding from 
the perspective of many native tribes. 
It also reviews the principal Christian 
doctrines, and what native spiritual 
understanding says to and about 
these doctrines. 

A reading of this work will give the 
non-Indian a much clearer insight 
into the valuable spiritual world of 
Native Americans. It will help shred 
the myth ( still held by many Euro­
Americans) that one must be Euro­
pean in thought to be Christian. This 
book is "must" reading for those who 
would understand the Native Ameri­
can world and the Christian Church. 

(The Rt. Rev.) William C. Wantland 
Seminole, Okla. 
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N E W S  

Judge Modifies Order 

About Holding Services 
The disputed call of the Rev. 

Samuel Edwards to be rector of 
Christ Church in Accokeek, Md., 
will go all the way to the Supreme 
Court, according to the chancel­
lor for the diocese. 

JoAnn E. MacBeth, chancellor 
and a member of the Washington, 
D.C., law fum Crowell and Mor­
ing, was present - along with the 
Rt. Rev. Jane Holmes Dixon, b­
ishop pro tempore of Washington 
- at a vestry meeting on the 
evening of Nov. 28. Ms. MacBeth's 
comment was made during dis­
cussion of a vestry proposal to 
provide Fr. Edwards with "relief 
payments" equal to his salary 
until the dispute is resolved. 

The meeting took place the day 
after U.S. District Court Judge 
Peter J. Messite's modified his 
original order prohibiting Fr. 
Edwards from holding religious 
services on or near the grounds of 
the historic church [TLC, Nov. 
18]. 

On Nov. 30 Fr. Edwards and the 
vestry filed with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the fourth circuit 
based in Richmond. The appeals 
court denied an emergency stay 
of Judge Messite' ruling; however, 
it will expedite the appeal. 

Even with an expedited hear­
ing, Ms. MacBeth told the vestry 
that the appeal process could last 
until next June. Recently the dio­
cese announced that out-of­
pocket legal costs arising from 
the case filed by Bishop Dixon 
amounted to $440,000. Diocesan 
trust funds may be used to cover 
a portion of that cost. 

An appeal all the way to the 
Supreme Court would probably 
bring the legal cost to the diocese 
close to $2 million. The lawyer for 
Fr. Edwards and the vestry, 
Charles Nalls, has said previously 
on several occasions that his 
work is pro bono. 
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Vision Conference in Texas 
Keeps the Focus on Mission 

In the last several years, a number 
of dioceses have successfully imple­
mented vision plans for growth and 
renewal. This fall, the national church 
voted to make something similar a pri­
ority for all Episcopalians. The inspi­
ration for much of this growing 
movement began about four years ago 
at a workshop that has become an 
annual event in the Diocese of Texas. 

This year more than 300 representa­
tives from 38 dioceses, including 24 
bishops and delegations from Panama 
and Tanzania attended the Clear 
Vision of One Church conference at 
Camp Allen, located about 70 miles 
northwest of Houston. 

Although the format and basic mes­
sage remain largely the same, the con­
ference is now co-sponsored by the 
dioceses of Maryland, San Diego, Vir­
ginia, Tennessee and Texas. 

"This is what the General Conven­
tion should look like," said the Rt. Rev. 
Bertram N. Herlong, Bishop of Ten­
nessee. 

The Clear Vision message is that 
parishes are in the business of mis­
sion. They exist to transform lives, 

\i' 

and dioceses should be managed as 
support centers for the work of parish 
mission. In some cases this requires a 
reorientation of thinking because over 
time, parishes become consumed with 
responsibilities such as building main­
tenance, and dioceses may seek to 
supplement inadequate parish mission 
work with well-intentioned but prob­
lematical one-size-fits-all programs. 

"I've learned the importance of hav­
ing a missionary stance that is owned 
by and permeated [throughout] the 
diocese," said George Silides, of 
Alaska. 

While many attended this year's 
conference to learn how to grow con­
gregations or increase membership 
within a diocese, others wanted to 
learn how to manage the changes that 
come with growth. Sr. Mary Elizabeth, 
CSM, wanted to help prepare her 
order for a joint venture with the Dio­
cese of Albany. 

"We're going from a maintenance to 
a missionary style, and it's a major and 
radical change," she said. "I came to 
learn how to liven what we do as a 
community." 

' r 
.. _,. .... :. 
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Students from St. Francis Day School, Houston, responded to a request by B ishop Claude E. 
Payne to write letters of support to President George Bush. The letters were compiled in chapel. 
and sent to the president after a flag ceremony at the school in November. 
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Passing the Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Frederick H. Barsch 

reached out and offered a tall shep­
herd's staff to the Rt. Rev. J. Jon 
Bruno. For a few seconds, the long­
time friends clutched the staff 
together. It seemed like neither 
wanted to let go of the moment, 
which occurred Dec. 1 before 1,000 
at the Diocese of Los Angeles conven­
tion. 

When Bishop Barsch released his 
grip, Bishop Bruno formally replaced 
him as pastoral shepherd of the dio­
cese. He becomes the sixth bishop in 
the church's 106 years in the city, and 
the first Los Angeles native to serve 
as its leader. 

It also was believed to be the first 

Twelve-year-old Becomes 

'Archbishop for a Day' 
Rhian Hartshorn, a 12-year-old stu­

dent, exchanged places with the 
Archbishop of Wales recently as part 
of a fundraiser for the BBC "Children 
in Need" appeal. 

During a school assembly on Nov. 
16, the Most Rev. Rowan Williams 
handed over the cross he wears 
around his neck. In return, he 
received a copy of Ms. Hartshorn's 
school schedule. Ms. Hartshorn was 
elected as new archbishop during an 
"electoral college" in October at St. 
David's Church in Oakdale. The con­
gregation was encouraged to "buy" 
votes for the candidate of their 
choice and she emerged the victor. 

As part of her day as archbishop, 
Ms. Hartshorn presided at a meeting 
of rural deans in the Diocese of Mon­
mouth and attended an inter-episco­
pal meeting and lunch with the Rt. 
Rev. Barry Morgan, Bishop of 
Llandaff. 
Anglican Communion News Service 
contributed to this article. 

time in the history of the diocese that 
the passing of the staff occurred in 
public. Previous bishops had either 
died in office or were unable to give 
the nearly six-foot-tall, gold- and 
jewel-encrusted crosier to their suc­
cessors. 

Bishop Bruno is a barrel-chested 
55-year-old man who stands roughly 
6 feet, 5 inches tall. He played pro­
fessional football for the Denver 
Broncos. After his football career, 
the onetime Roman Catholic became 
a Burbank police officer. "I finally 
found what I was best at," he said, 
moments before taking the crosier 
and addressing the audience of 
clergy and laypeople at the Riverside 
Convention Center. Getting "people 
to see the divinity within." 

Before the ceremony, Bishop 
Bruno 's sermon centered on Rosa 
Parks, whose refusal to give up her 
seat on a public bus was a pivotal act 
in the civil rights movement. He said 
church members should use Ms. 
Parks as an example because she 
was a woman of humility, courage 
and strength, a woman who changed 
the world with a small act simply 
because of "the fact that her feet 
were tired." 

Bishop Bruno outlined his vision 
of what he would like the diocese to 
become. He said he will focus on 
social and economic activism, 
including gay rights, creating a 
diverse church membership , and 
curbing domestic and street vio­
lence. 

"I want to create the best commu­
nity you can ever imagine," he said. 

Bishop Barsch, 66, will officially 
leave office Jan. 31 after guiding the 
diocese for 14 years. He addressed 
the convention somberly, fighting 
tears as he reflected on friendships, 
difficult moments and success. A 
noted scholar, Bishop Barsch was 
widely known for his civic activism. 

The Diocese of Los Angeles has 
85,000 members and encompasses 
Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Bernardino, Santa Barbara and part 
of Riverside counties. "The hard 
moments, like the riots and the 

Penny Jennings photo 
Bishop Bruno (left) receives the crosier from 
Bishop Borsch at the Los Angeles convention. 

N orthridge earthquake, they pro­
vided great tests," Bishop Barsch 
said. "But they provided a way for us 
to come together . . .  a way for us to 
care and love for one another." 

(The Rev.) David C. James 

Direct Ordination 
Four resolutions approved Oct. 20 

by the convention of the Diocese of 
California will be forwarded to Gen­
eral Convention for consideration by 
all Episcopalians. 

A resolution sponsored by 
Oasis/California calls for the Stand­
ing Commission on Liturgy and 
Music to prepare for the 2006 Gen­
eral Convention, a rite for the bless­
ing of same-sex unions. 

A second Oasis/California-spon­
sored resolution asked General Con­
vention to "affirm that the church 
does not insist that gay and lesbian 
people are in need of therapy to 
change their sexual orientation"; and 
that "this church oppose any reli­
gious, spiritual, psychological or psy­
chiatric counseling" based on the 
premise that "homosexuality is a 
mental, spiritual, religious or ethical 

(Continued on next page) 
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(California - from previous page) 

disorder." An attempt to remove the 
words "religious or ethical" failed. 

After considerable debate, dele­
gates approved a third resolution 
requesting church-wide support for a 
bill by U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr., D­
Mich., to establish a congressional 
commission to study the feasibility of 
restitution for Africans who were 
enslaved in America. 

Several delegates objected to the 
notion of "feasibility" (i.e., if found 
"feasible," restitution is a "done deal"), 
prompting an amendment replacing 
"to study the feasibility . . .  " with "to 
examine the institution of slavery and 
to study the appropriateness of resti­
tution." The amendment was accepted 
and convention approved the entire 
resolution in a close vote. 

Delegates also concurred with the 
North American Association of Dea­
cons in requesting General Conven­
tion to revise the national canons in 
order to permit direct ordination to 
the priesthood. Presently candidates 
slated for the priesthood are first 
ordained to the transitional dia­
conate. 

Despite the work of committees 
created under the Jubilate Deo Initia­
tive adopted by last year's diocesan 
convention, the Rt. Rev. William E. 
Swing, diocesan bishop, acknowl­
edged "there was simply too much 
information to internalize" at a regu­
lar convention, and called for a spe­
cial diocesan convention to be held 
May 4. 

Convention adopted a resolution 
to conduct a year-long study of 
health benefits and costs. Also 
adopted was a resolution that 
empowered Episcopal Charities to 
coordinate charitable giving within 
the diocese, link congregational and 
institutional outreach efforts, and 
provide consulting services to (any) 
congregation and social agency with 
the diocese's geographical area. 

The $3.5 million diocesan budget 
approved for 2002 represented an 
increase of less than $100,000 over 
the previous one. 

Dennis Delman 
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Mary Koch photo 

The Rev. Silvestre Romero (right), Hispanic 
missioner for the Diocese of Spokane, with the 
Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston, who served as 
chaplain for diocesan convention. Fr. Romero, 
who provided simultaneous translation for 
Spanish-speaking delegates, said he usually 
translates word for word, but in the case of 
Bishop Charleston's rapid-fire delivery, he had 
to translate "for meaning."  

'Bold' Plan 
Ever since his consecration in 

October 2000, Bishop James E. Wag­
goner has been urging the Diocese of 
Spokane to "be bold in Christ." The 
diocese responded at its 2001 con­
vention by affirming a plan to 
squeeze out every last dollar and 
fully fund its Hispanic ministry one 
more year. "Now that's bold," the 
bishop told convention delegates in 
Spokane Oct. 19. 

In 1999, an anonymous donation 
provided start-up funds that allowed 
the diocese to call the Rev. Silvestre 
Romero as full-time Hispanic mis­
sioner. The number of established 
worshiping Hispanic communities 
has grown from one to four in Ellens­
burg, Pasco, Prosser and Yakima. 

The ministry operates on a shoe­
string budget - about $80,000 next 
year for salary and expenses. Fund­
ing after 2002 looms as a large ques­
tion mark. 

"We can never, ever allow the 
money available to define the mis­
sion. The mission must define the 
money called for," said Bishop Wag-

goner. He quoted Frank Storey, who 
was honored by convention upon his 
retirement after 30 years as diocesan 
treasurer. Mr. Storey always refused 
to talk about money "unless we talk 
about mission first," the bishop 
recalled. 

Emphasis in the Hispanic ministry 
to date has been on developing lay 
leadership. Fr. Romero has also 
raised awareness throughout the dio­
cese of the presence and needs of the 
Spanish-language population. He 
provides simultaneous translation 
for Spanish-speaking delegates to 
convention and has also served as a 
translator at General Convention. 

Another outgrowth of Fr. Romero's 
ministry has been a developing rela­
tionship between the dioceses of 
Spokane and Belize, where Fr. 
Romero's father, the Rt. Rev. 
Sylvestre Romero, is bishop. 

The convention adopted a resolu­
tion establishing a companion rela­
tionship with Belize. In January some 
40 individuals from around the dio­
cese will make a mission trip to the 
tiny Central American country which 
was devastated in October by Hurri­
cane Iris. 

It will be the second such trip, and 
it was planned before the hurricane. 
The storm changed the nature and 
urgency of the mission, said the Rev. 
Peter Kalunian, rector of St. Paul's, 
Kennewick, Wash. Among the team 
will be seven physicians (including 
three surgeons), six nurses and a 
nurse practitioner. 

In addition to medical services, the 
mission team anticipates helping 
with reconstruction efforts during its 
10-day visit. 

Mary Koch 

Eviction Reports 
As the 2002 Winter Olympics in 

Salt Lake City draw closer, persistent 
eviction reports mostly of low­
income residents have surfaced. The 
Diocese of Utah went on record in 
opposition to this practice with a res­
olution adopted by clergy and lay 
deputies to diocesan convention. 

The resolution text, which was 



written and proposed by members of 
the recently formed Social Concerns 
Committee, is to be sent to the gov­
ernor, the chairman of the Salt Lake 
Olympic Organizing Committee, and 
the mayors of cities in which the win­
ter games are to be held. 

Convention adopted a substitute 
resolution dealing with the voting 
status of ex-officio members of the 
standing committee. The original res­
olution called for seat and voice, but 

BRIEFLY. .. 

After a brief spike in the aftermath 
of the Sept. 11  terrorist attacks, 
church attendance has returned to 
previous levels throughout the 
United States. Some theologians 
hoped that the tragedy would lead to 
a profound change in America's reli­
gious behavior, but Frank M. New­
port, editor-in-chief of the Gallup 
Poll, told the New York Times the 
facts do not seem to bear this out. 

Nearly half of the bishops of the 
Anglican Church of Australia have 
refused to sign a document drafted by 
senior members to call the federal 
government to account on a variety of 
social issues. The Most Rev. Peter 
Jensen, Archbishop of Sydney, is 
quoted by the Sydney Morning Her­
ald as speaking for many when he 
raised objections to the document's 
secular tone. 

Arson is considered to be the most 
likely cause of a blaze that resulted in 
more than an estimated $1.5 million in 
damage to Peterborough's 12th-century 
cathedral and its newly renovated 
medieval painted wood ceiling. The 
fire, which broke out the evening of 
Nov. 23 in an aisle, caused extensive 
smoke damage to the ceiling and choir 
stalls. The cathedral is considered to be 
one of England's architectural gems. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Rev. George L. Carey, has 
denounced a prayer on his church's 
official website as blasphemous and 

no longer vote for the bishop, chan­
cellor, treasurer and convention sec­
retary. 

The substitute resolution delayed 
implementation of the canonical 
change for one year during which 
time ex-officio members would vol­
untarily refrain from voting. During 
the interim, a canonical review task 
force and the strategic planning 
group will examine diocesan struc­
ture and make recommendations. 

theologically unacceptable because it 
includes Mohammed and Buddha 
among Christian saints and prophets. 
The prayer says that the founders of 
Islam and Buddhism should be cele­
brated alongside the likes of Moses, 
David and the Virgin Mary because 
they "led God's people to God's light." 

The notion that Sharia or Islamic 
judicial law, if imposed, would not 
affect Christians is a lie, according to 
the Rt. Rev. Henry Chukwudurn 
Ndukuba, Bishop of Gombe in the 
Church of Nigeria As if to underscore 
his point, elsewhere in Nigeria one 
person was killed and 10 churches, 
including All Saints' Anglican Cathe­
dral, were burned Nov. 29 by youth in 
the city of Osogbo. 

As the United States seeks interna­
tional cooperation for its war on ter ­
rorism, three Episcopal bishops are 
urging President George W. Bush not 
to allow the Sudan to use the altered 
political climate to increase persecu­
tion of its Christian citizens. The Rt. 
Rev. Robert Duncan, Bishop of Pitts­
burgh; the Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman, 
Bishop of Quincy; and the Rt. Rev. 
William Frey, retired Bishop of Col­
orado, joined with other church lead­
ers who wrote President Bush to 
express concerns that violence in the 
Sudanese civil war has increased 
since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on 
the United States. 

• More briefs on page 21 • 

New in Many Ways 
Delegates got their first good look 

at some of the "things new" in their 
corporate life, and began to bid 
farewell to their current bishop, at 
convention in the Diocese of Missouri, 
Nov. 16-17, at Christ Church Cathe­
dral in St. Louis. 

Renovations at the cathedral are 
progressing, includ-
ing modern eleva­
tors, a refurbished " 
dining room and 
access for the dis­
abled. The improve­
ments were funded 
by the diocese's 

I

(_ 

-J 

recently concluded "Making All 
Things New" capital campaign. 

Clergy and lay delegates also got 
better acquainted with their new 
leader, niclrnamed "Bishop X." The 
Rev. G. Wayne Smith, who was 
elected bishop coadjutor just two 
weeks earlier [TLC, Nov. 25), spoke 
briefly. He will become Missouri's 
10th bishop in June of 2002 when the 
Rt. Rev. Hays H. Rockwell retires. 

In his address, Bishop Rockwell 
spoke of "last times," such as his last 
round of episcopal offices before his 
retirement. Reviewing the diocese's 
progress during his tenure, he cited 
the redefinition of mission objec­
tives, which led to reorganization of 
diocesan council and later to the four 
portions of the capital campaign -
Youth and Campus Ministry, the 
Poor, Congregational Development 
and Episcopal Presence, which 
included improvements at the cathe­
dral to make it more available to the 
community at large. When he fin­
ished his address, delegates rose to a 
standing ovation and a spontaneous 
chorus of the Doxology. 

A new generation will be repre­
sented among Missouri deputies to 
General Convention in 2003. 
Stephanie Rhodes, a Washington Uni­
versity student active in the new 
Bishop Rockwell Campus Ministry 
house, was one of four lay represen­
tatives chosen. 

Virginia Benson 
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The door of the Basilica of the Nativity. 

Cherished 

Bethlehem 
''For out of you, Bethlehem-Ephrata . . .  
shall come one who is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose origin is of old . . .  
his greatness shall reach the ends 
of the earth; he shall be peace. " 
(Micah 5:2,3,5) 
By Jeanne Conte 

No matter the current and continuing war that swirls in and 

around, Bethlehem is a place of incredible joy - the joy of 

knowing that Almighty God humbled himself by coming down 

to earth as a tiny baby there. This city lies nestled high within 

the Judean hills, not far from where shepherds watched over 

their flocks that night. There is still a sort of glow that remains 

at those fields today. Pilgrims attest to it and even cap­
ture it with their cameras - or is it the golden tones of 
the stones there? It was in these fields near Bethlehem 
where angels sang to the shepherds of Jesus' birth in a 
humble stable-cave that first Christmas 2,000 years ago. 

The word Bethlehem means meat or flesh (Biet Lahm 
in Arabic) and bread (Beit Lehem in Hebrew). Interest­
ingly, Jesus said, "I am the bread of life ... " (John 6:35). 
And at the Last Supper, he said, "Take, eat; this is my 
body" (Matt. 26:26). 

Bethlehem is so cherished that in spite 
of a continuum of dire problems, Pales­
tinian Christians cling to life in this place 
as they have through centuries of hor­
rendous obstacles. Palestinian Chris­
tians continue as a majority of the 38,000 
people who live in Bethlehem. They stay, 
braving the storms that swirl around this 
sacred site. Yet their plight is little known 
to the rest of the Christian world. 

nesses, many as artisans creating olive wood and mother­
of-pearl symbols of Jesus' birth. Here one finds the rare 
silver five-starred Jerusalem (Crusader's) cross, indicat­
ing the five wounds of Jesus. Some gather flowers to 
press and place on holy cards. Many teach at or attend its 
Bir Zeit University. Still others operate a large orphans' 
home known as the S.O.S. Children's Village. Many must 
commute to Jerusalem as there is not enough work in 
Bethlehem, but too often the borders are arbitrarily 

closed when they try to pass. 
Pilgrims flock from around the world to 

Bethlehem's sacred places. Perhaps the oldest 
of these is Rachel's tomb, which lies at the far 
north entrance to the city. As told in Genesis 
35:19, "Rachel died and was buried on the way 
to Ephrath, that is Bethlehem. Jacob erected a 
memorial over her grave; and this memorial 
marks Rachel's grave to this day." It is incredi­
ble that this place survives, but it does, 
enhanced by a Crusader-built dome. 

Visiting Bethlehem has always been a A monk at the Shepherd's Field .  
humbling and wonderful experience, 

Bethlehem was also where Naomi and her 
daughter-in-law Ruth returned after their hus-

even during times of conflict. The city 
rests 2,500 feet above sea level and about five miles south 
of Jerusalem in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. At 
evening it often looks riddled by war. But when the sun 
comes up, clean and neatly dressed Christians emerge 
from these bombed-out buildings and go about their busi-
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bands died in Moab. Ruth made her loving 
entreaty to Naomi: "Do not ask me to forsake you! For 
wherever you go I shall go; wherever you live I shall live, 
your people shall be my people and your God my God" 
(Ruth 1:16). Ruth met and married her second husband, 
Boaz, in Bethlehem. 



A window in the Basilica of the Nativity, Bethlehem. (Below: statue of angel near the Shepherd's Field.} Jeanne Conte photos 

David, the great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz, was also 
born in Bethlehem. He tended his sheep not far away in 
the shepherd's fields where he met the giant and sang his 
psalms before becoming king of Israel. He was an ances­
tor of Jesus through Joseph, hence the term - Jesus, Son 
of David. This is why Joseph with Mary went to Bethle­
hem, ful:filling the aforementioned prophecy from Micah. 

David's Wells, great cisterns between the Basilica of 
the Nativity and Rachel's Tomb, lie on Manger Street, 
which curves beside the place of Jesus' birth. Tradition 
tells that David became thirsty while battling the 
Philistines and longed for water from the wells of his 
boyhood home in Bethlehem. Three of his men managed 
to bring him water from those wells. 

And there is also the Milk Grotto, a short distance 
southeast of the Basilica of the Nativity. It is one of the 
traditional sites where the Holy Family stopped for 
refreshment and refuge while enroute to Egypt. There 
Mary is said to have nursed Jesus. Many women visit the 
grotto, praying for the miracle of birth in their own lives. 

But by far the most important site to Christianity is 
what lies beneath the ancient Basilica of the Nativity, the 
little cave or grotto which scholars believe to be the sta­
b le where Jesus was born. A large silver star lies in its 
middle, reflecting in thought and design the star that 
shone over the Holy Family - the same star that guided 
the Wise Men from the East. 

This hallowed Christian site was desecrated around 
135 AD., when Emperor Hadrian covered it with a pagan 
temple to Adonis, a Roman god of love. In the early 4th 
century, Emperor Constantine replaced the Adonis tem­
ple with the Basilica of the Nativity. 

Some say the Basilica of the Nativity is the oldest con­
tinually operating church on earth . The Bethlehem basil­
ica was burned in 529 by Samaritans, but it was quickly 
rebuilt in 531 by Emperor Justinian. 

It was the only Christian church in the Holy Land not 
destroyed by the Persians in 614, or the Saracens in 636. 
They spared this place of the nativity because it held a 
mosaic of the WISe Men dressed in Persian garb. 

But through the years, other marauders rode 

roughshod within the church. That is why two of its three 
exterior doors were sealed, and the third lowered so that 
no horses could ride again within this hallowed place. 
Known as the Door of Humility, people must humble 
themselves by bowing low in order to enter the place 
where Jesus was born. 

The people of Bethlehem welcomed the Crusaders, led 
by Tancred, in 1099. The Crusaders made extensive 
fortress-like renovations on the basilica, hoping to offer it 
protection. They were driven out by the Saracens in 1189, 

but a treaty returned the basilica to the Christians in 
1229-44. This past century Bethlehem was again buffeted, 
as war tossed it from one authority to another. 

The angels sang of peace when Jesus was born - the 
peace for which Bethlehem and the world so longs today. 
As the Palestinian Christians in Bethlehem say: "Salaam 
alaikum." (Peace be upon you.) At this time, perhaps 
more now than ever, people around the world are pray­
ing that the Prince of Peace will spare this sacred city 
more violence, and send his blessings to enfold the place 
of his birth. D 

Jeanne Conte is a photojournalist who lives in Colum­
bus, Ohio. 
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Transcendent 

By Joseph K. Acton 

C.S. Lewis touched upon a great truth when he said, "In modem thought 
Man stands at the top of a stair whose foot is lost in obscurity; in (medieval) 
thought he st.ands at the bottom of a stair whose top is invisible with light" 
(The Discarded Image). 

We might apply the latter view to Jesus as well. His dwelling place, his home 
is "invisible with light," or as Eucharistic Prayer D in the Book of Common 
Prayer says, He "dwells in light inaccessible from before time and forever." Yet 
he deigns to come and live among us. We begin to encounter reality not in 
obscurity at the top of the stair, but in faith and mystery, at the bottom looking 
up into light. We need to discover again the humility, the lowliness and sur­
render that has caused Christians over the ages to look up in adoration and 
longing. We must once again expect great, mysterious and wonderful things 
from life, from the author of life, and from Christmas, the season of God's 
life made flesh. 

We can only celebrate Christmas rightly from the bottom of the stair. 
To believe in the Incarnation, that God was actually made flesh in Jesus 
and become one of us, touchable and vulnerable to us, is to believe that 
reality is by "nature" supernatural. Life's meaning extends far beyond 
what my eyes can see or my reason can comprehend. What is real 
finds its reality in God alone. Such a Being, by definition, could 
make himself known in any way or form he chooses. It is both a 
shock and an unspeakable delight that he would make himself 
known to us in the smooth, tiny features of a baby in Bethlehem. 

He who is Light inaccessible has been "made accessible." He 
who is high and exalted finds his throne upon dirty straw in a 
barn amid  the squalor, pain and littleness of human life. With 
all the striving and climbing of our success-oriented culture, 
it is perhaps most necessary for us to be reminded that 

Mary 

your countenance 
circles 
the Child 

with earthly 
love 

His nascent flesh 
of your body 

awes us 
aura 

of the Divine 

hesitantly 
we approach 
seeking 

to behold 
the numinous 
nativity. 

a long journey 
of starlight 
settles upon the stable 

unto to us a Child is given 
but it is your Babe 
mary 

we gather 
with the dumb animals 
submissive in worship. 

the Christmas miracle happens not at the top, 
but at "the bottom of the stair." all is calm 

The Rev. Joseph K Acton is the 
vicar of St. Timothy's Church, 
San Diego, Calif. 

12 THE LIVING CHURCH · DECEMBER 23. 2001 

mother and Child 
suckling each other 

with life. 

holy mother 
obedient virgin 

incase us 
within that circle 

of life and love 
near the fruit 

of your womb 
Jesus. 

Robert M. Durkee 



Room at the 
It was the night before 

Christmas. It was also a dark 
and stormy night. The streets 
of downtown Miami were 
deserted and slick with rain. 
My car glided northward on 

Biscayne Boulevard. It was the 
first Christmas Eve in more than 40 years 

that I wasn't doing a midnight service somewhere. 
My wife, Lynne, whose special ministry since moving to 

South Florida has been the New Life Shelter for homeless 
families, had suggested that a Eucharist at the shelter 
might be an appropriate way to celebrate the first Christ­
mas of the new millennium. "After all, Jesus was among the 
homeless in Bethlehem," she suggested. 

Would anyone show up for such a service? After all, the 
shelter had been blessed with gifts, goodies and carolers 
from a half-dozen local churches. We didn't have presents 
or snacks, just the Christmas gospel and the presence of 
Christ in the breaking of the bread. 

In the back seat were Joan and her mother, Virginia. 
Joan was a professional singer from New York down for 

We didn't have presents or snacks, 

just the Christmas gospel 

and the presence of Christ 

in the breaking of the bread. 

what would prove to be her legally blind mother's last 
Christmas. Joan had volunteered to lead the singing. Vir­
ginia said she would "look after the children." 

When we arrived at the shelter, there was a small pen­
ciled note on the dining hall door. "Fr. Libby will conduct a 
Christmas Eve Mass at 8 p.m. in the dining hall." It was 
about 10 minutes to 8:00 and the room was vacant except 
for three almost-teenaged boys who were watching Tv. 

The shelter is in a 1950s-vintage motel Its guest rooms 
can hold no more than 15 families, which 
gives it a maximum capacity of 
around 60. As I set up the 
communion vessels at 
the end of one of 
the long tables, 
families Holy 

began to appear and I discovered that I was being obseIVed 
attentively by a 6--year-old girl with sandy hair and a cocoa­
colored complexion. As parents watched, a gaggle of little 
children were instinctively drawn to Virginia's snow-white 
hair. She cocked her head from side to side to catch a 
glimpse, with her peripheral vision, of the young ones sur­
rounding her. A 3-year-old was welcomed into her lap. Joan 
commandeered the almost-teenaged boys before they 
could plot some mischief, and turned them into a choir. 

"O Come all ye faithful" took on a special meaning as did 
such gospel proclamations as "Fear not," and "There was 
no room at the inn." My little sandy-haired friend had prob­
ably never heard of an acolyte, yet she instinctively stood 
at my side with hands folded as I consecrated the bread 
and the wine. She then reverently followed me about the 
room as I administered communion while Joan and her trio 
sang "Silent Night." 

There were no refreshments, but no one seemed to want 
to leave. We heard stories of successes and disappoint­
ments, hopes and resolutions for the coming year. The 
mother of my acolyte was discouraged because she could­
n't find any decent day care for her children while she went 
to job interviews. 

Now, a year later, there is "room at the inn," and a child 
care program soon will be established thanks to the gen­
erosity of Episcopal Relief and Development, formerly the 
Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief, who sent the 
shelter a letter dated Nov. 16 announcing a $30,000 grant. 
This, along with more than $30,000 raised from Miami­
Dade County parishes and the Diocese of Southeast 
Florida Episcopal Foundation guarantees the program will 
open early in 2002. What a Christmas gift! 0 

The Rev. Bob Libby is a retired priest who lives in 
Key Biscayne, Fl,a. He is the author of The

� 
Forgiveness Book, Grace Hap-
pens and Coming to Faith. 

Trilogy 

Child of the universe, 

Maker of the stars, 

Welcome 

We kneel to Him this Holy Eve, 

and at his manger-bed perceive 

the wonder of this Infant King 

sent to us to choicely bring 

His gift: His healing trilogy -

faith, trust and charity. to the stable. 

Joanna M. Weston Betty Rivera 
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EDITOR'S CHOICE 

Did You Know . . .  

Patriot Patrick Henry 

delivered his famous "Give 

me liberty or give me 

death" plea at St. John's 

Church, Richmond, Va. 

Quote of the Week 

Bruce Corneley, parishioner 

at Holy Trinity, Gainesville, 

Fla., on blended worship (dif­

ferent types of music in the 

same service): "There is 

room for everyone in the 

Anglican Communion, just 

not in the same room, 

please." 

What Christmas is All About 
It's Santa and Rudolph vs. Linus and the 

Grinch. 
No, I'm not referring to some kind of 

tag-team wrestling match (nor even a 
"celebrity death match," for those of you 
who watch MTV). Instead, I'm referring to 
characters in classic children's Christmas 
shows, and the very different messages 
they send. I do have to say that I love 
these shows. In the "primitive" pre-VCR 
days of my childhood, in the early '70s, 
there was only one chance per year to see 
them, so my brothers and I would comb 
TV Guide religiously to make sure we did­
n't miss any of them. Today, I still look 
forward to watching our tapes of these 
shows with my kids during December. 

I also am aware that these shows send 
mixed messages about the meaning of 
Christmas, ranging from glorious to awful. 

it came just the same." The story of the 
conversion of the Grinch points away 
from Christmas as "something that comes 
from a store." But, sadly, it still misses the 
boat. It doesn't point toward anything 
beyond Christmas 
as a warm, fuzzy In the midst of all 
time with family the distractions and friends. 

To get to the 
real meaning of 
Christmas, we 
have to turn to the 
pre-eminent 
Christmas cartoon 
theologian, Linus 
Van Pelt, in "A 

our culture provides 

during this season, 

may we never forget 

that central message 

of the gospel. 

Charlie Brown Christmas." Charlie Brown 
expresses our great cultural angst when 
he says, "Christmas is coming, but I'm not 

happy. I don't feel the way I'm sup-The most egregious offenders are 
"The Year Without a Santa 
Claus" and "Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer." In 

, . , . • . posed to feel. I like getting pres-
'tJ\/}JV V ·v•v,¼.

7 ents, and sending Christmas 

the former, Santa consid­
ers taking a year off, 
much to the consterna­
tion of all. And in the 
latter, Santa actually 
utters the theologi­
cally horrible words, 
"We'll have to cancel 
Christmas." The mes­
sage from both shows 
for a child is that 
Christmas is dependent 

"-1 • t.� .,_ l. 'l cards, and decorating trees 
11 �rf' >:>-'- v'._ • • '+' iiJ{·z and all that, but I'm still 

(>' .---.. l ., not happy." How many 
-.' .. �- ... �:> countless souls in our 

("� 
I 

.{,_ 

1:.:'·' , � 
t' , culture resonate with 

,> • · • ,;,; his ambivalence? Fortu-' .  ,� "< .,... nately for Charlie, 
:.,e-• * Linus is there to remind 

l".;_j him of what Christmas 
is all about. Linus may 
be a little fuzzy when it 

comes to the Great 

upon the presence and 
presents of Santa. In our 
heavily consumerist society, 
that's an easy trap for a child to 

! 

Pumpkin, but he hits the 
nail on the head with 

Christmas when he quotes 
from the second chapter of 

Luke: "'I bring you good tidings of 
fall into. It's an easy trap for adults 
as well. (How much of your Advent prepa­
ration and energy centers around shop­
ping for gifts?) 

On the positive side, Dr. Seuss's "How 
The Grinch Stole Christmas" sends the 
strong message that Christmas is much 
more than all the cultural trappings which 
the Grinch steals in a vain attempt to pre­
vent Christmas. In the words of Dr. Seuss, 
"It came without ribbons. It came without 
tags. It came without packages, boxes, or 
bags . . . He hadn't stopped Christmas 
from coming. It came. Somehow or other, 

great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord ' 
. . . That's what Christmas is all about, 
Charlie Brown." It is as simple and as 
wonderful as that. 

In the midst of all the distractions our 
culture provides during this season, may 
we never forget that central message of 
the gospel. 0 

Our guest columnist is the Rev. James P. 
Haney V, rector of Good Shepherd 
Church, Wichita, Kan. 
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EDITORIALS 

A Prayer at Christmas 
0 God, your passionate Word to our warring and 

divided world is Jesus who, arms stretched upon a cross, 
breaks down all walls of division and hostility and holds 
all people and all creation in a fierce embrace of unyield­
ing and unconquerable love. 

As we celebrate his birth in the shadow of September 
and all that has happened in its wake, give us eyes to see 
that the One who lies in the manger is more than a baby: 
he is our peace. May Christ find room in our hearts anew 
to love the world through us "for the healing of the 
nations." 

This we pray in the name of the One who reconciled all 
things to you and is source and ending of our life, Jesus, 
Emmanuel. 

Amen 
(The Most Rev.) Frank T. Griswold 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Christmas, 2001 

The Most Important News of All 
We would do well to pause from gathering and reporting 

the news of the church and even from pondering the after­
math of the tragic events of Sept. 11 in order to reflect on 
the most important news of all. That is that God has come 
among us in the person of Jesus Christ . This good news, 
the coming of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection, is the 
gospel message proclaimed by the church in this holy sea­
son. The news of the church reported in this magazine and 
elsewhere, is important, to be sure, but it pales when com­
pared to the good news of the gospel. 

As we pause, we express our warm Christmas greetings 
to our readers. While we gather with families and friends 
in holiday celebrations, let us be mindful of this good news 
as we give glory to God in the highest and seek peace for 
his people on earth. 

Well, I was looking for some bayberry candles, 
and suddenly I had the urge to buy sparklers instead. 
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eci�on Was Correct 
I would like to reply both to David church charters and provisions of 

Kalvelage's column [TLC, Nov. 25] and national church constitutions) as well 
the letter of Mr. Wicks in the same as state property laws. (In using any 
issue. one of these, civil courts may not inter-

Judge Peter Messitte's decision is not pret church doctrine.) 
a "new" precedent. More than a century Judge Messitte ruled correctly, fol­
ago, in the case WATSON v. JONES (13 lowing precedent, since Christ Church 
Wallace 679, 1872), the U. S. Supreme is a part of a hierarchical church. To 
Court ruled in a parish property dispute avoid such disputes landing in civil 
in the Presbyterian Church (a hierarchi- courts, the Supreme Court suggested, 
cal church) setting forth the Watson the solution is to alter the national con­
Rule or Rule of Deference. The rule is, stitution or canon law. I do not have all 
in a hierarchical church, whenever the of the facts by which Bishop Dixon 
highest judicatory rules on ecclesiasti- judged the situation nor the motives for 
cal questions ( questions of discipline, action by the vestry. There may be no 
faith, church rule, custom or law), civil winners in the dispute, but I hope a just 
courts must accept such decisions as solution will emerge. 
binding. The rule was elevated to a con-
stitutional principle in a later case 
(Kedroff, 1952). 

John Macauley 
Lawrence, Kan. 

The ruling held until recently, when 
the court broadened it, and said that in 
addition to it, the civil courts also may 
use "neutral principles of law" (that is 
using language of deeds, terms of local 

I am not all that clear as to how the 
event in Maryland has been so trau­
matic for the church, as David Kalve­
lage elaborates [TLC, Nov. 25]. 

I am confused by his concern for 

TAKE A L  
Let your son experience life at Christ 
School by staying in a student 
house, attending class, and meeting 
teachers and students. He'll like 
what he sees. 

Open House 
February 17 & 18 ,  March 24 & 25 

April 21 & 22, 2002 

CHRIST SCHOOL 
A National Leader in 

Educating B<!Js 

Episcopal affiliated, college preparatory, boarding and d'!Y school for b�s, grades 
8-12 with a 5 00 acre wooded campus near Asheville and the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

500 CHRIST SCHOOL ROAD, ARDEN, NORTH CAROLINA 28704 

ADMISSION: 828-684-6232 EXT. 106 OR 800-422-3211! WWW.OHRISTSCHOOLORG 
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traditional Anglo-Catholics. From 
where I sit, I should think he should be 
lamenting the demise of the low 
church tradition, i.e., (a) The 
Eucharist has become the standard 
Sunday worship service, not Morning 
Prayer and sermon; (b) Cassock and 
surplice are no longer the standard 
garb for most clergy; ( c) The present 
BCP includes a variety of special litur­
gies for special days, which is a good 
thing, although I get confused as some 
Anglo-Catholicism seems to lament 
the passing of the 1928 BCP, which 
many of them did not use since it was 
so limiting in this and other regards. 

If anything is gone from the Episco­
pal Church in the early 21st century, it 
is not Anglo-Catholicism, it is the low­
church tradition, in which I grew up. 

(The Rev.) David Rivers 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

David Kalvelage's column, "Never 
Again the Same Church" was right on 
target. To those laity who have criti­
cized TLC for devoting too much 
space to Accokeek, I say they had best 
pay attention, and mark it well, for if 
they have a revisionist bishop, their 
time will come when they are not 
allowed the rector of their choice. 
Canon law is being violated by the 
revisionist bishops and the vestries are 
without recourse if Judge Messitte's 
decision is allowed to stand. 

Bishop Pro-Tempore Jane Dixon, 
according to the minutes of the dioce­
san council, has already spent more 
than $500,000 of diocesan funds in dis­
counted legal fees in her personal law­
suit against Accokeek and the Rev. 
Sam Edwards. Bishop Dixon appears 
to be unrelenting in her efforts to 
remove all authority from the vestry, 
even while the appeal is being 
processed in the federal court system. 
All this, for what? For the destruction 
of a priest and a little country parish 
because they don't agree with her the­
ology? All Episcopalians should hang 
their heads in shame, for we have 
allowed it to happen. 

Brad Hutt 
Brandywine, Md. 



I read with amazement David Kalve­
lage's incoherent column, "Never 
Again the Same Church." Let us exam­
ine the points he made: 

l. Canon law will never be the same. 
If anything, the judge's decision 
upholds the spirit of the law by 
strengthening the bishop's hand in 
exercising her right of oversight of 
parish affairs on behalf of the whole 
church. No parish is an island to itself. 
No diocese can call a bishop without 
the approval of a majority of standing 
committees of the other dioceses of 
the Episcopal Church. Why should a 
parish be any different in the calling of 
its rector? 

2. The movement of orthodox 
clergy is restricted. If by orthodox he 
refers to those who hold fast to that 
which has been proved to build up the 
church for all the members of the 
church, then those who insist upon 
male clergy fail the standard. Insis­
tence upon male clergy is oppressive 
by any rational standard of behavior. 
Those who insist upon male clergy are 
oppressors by definition, and it is spir­
itually dangerous for the oppressor to 
assume a self-serving and false role as 
victim. 

3. Traditional Anglo-Catholics do 
not have a bright future. The Rev. 
Bruce Rahtjen, then rector of a tradi­
tional Anglo-Catholic parish, St. 
Mary's of Kansas City, Mo., once made 
a distinction between tradition and 
traditionalism. Tradition makes sense 
as long as it is informed by scripture, 
reason and experience, i.e. as long as it 
is a living tradition. Once it loses any 
of the other elements of life, then it 
becomes dead and empty, i.e.  tradi­
tionalism. 

4. Parishes will no longer be able to 
call whom they want as rector. I fail to 
see the harm here. Given the fact that 
we have an episcopal polity rather 
than a congregational polity, I think it 
might be reassuring to know that 
parishes may not call just any unsuit­
able person just because they want to. 
If the good people of Accokeek had 
called an avowed racist, would he still 
be "duly qualified?" Just whose ox is 
gored here? 

Twenty plus years of whining about 
the ordination of women is enough. 
It's time for those who oppose the 
ordination of women to grow up, to 
move on and to get back to the busi­
ness of creating disciples in the whole 
and holy name of our Lord. 

(The Rev.) Stephan P. Beatty 
Christ Church 

Somers Point, NJ. 

The sky is not falling as David 
Kalvelage's column suggests. What 
very well may be at end, I hope, is the 
ill manners of a priest to cancel two 
meetings with the person a diocese 
regards as its acting ordinary, then 
accusing that person of not acting 
within the time allotted by canon law. 

The Anglo-Catholic tradition has 
always had a bit of under-siege mind­
set, and the editor's comments foster 
it with notions that the tradition does 
not have a "bright future." 

If the casuistry of the erstwhile 
rector of St. John's, Accokeek, is rep­
resentative of the tradition, the asser­
tion has merit. To assume that he is 
representative does a great disserv­
ice to a vital and rich part of our her­
itage in the American church. 

(The Rev.) Bill Easter 
Rio Rancho, N.M. 

Dangerous Strategy 

In her article, "Cultures in Con­
flict'' [TLC, Nov. 25], Becca Chapman 
suggests that the Episcopal Church 
can be broken into four distinct cul­
tures which are in obvious conflict. 
Actually, it would appear that Ms. 
Chapman belongs to a fifth culture. 
That is, those who seek to base their 
theory of ministry not on scriptural 
or traditional understandings of 
ecclesiology, but on the modem prac­
tices of secular business. 

We are not running businesses. We 
are disparate communities united in 
Christ, extending God's grace to a 
broken world. Taking our cues from 
the secular world has nearly always 
proven a dangerous mode of opera­
tion. St. Stephen's Church, Sewick­
ley, where the author ia a member, is 

THE TELEIOS FOUNDATION 

REsURRECTION & GLORY: 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

a vibrant parish in our diocese, and 
has much to offer the wider church 
irrespective of divergent cultures. 
Following through on Ms. Chapman's 
suggestion that churches be granted 
permission to separate amenably 
does nothing but impoverish us all. 

(The Rev.) James B. Simons 
St. Michael's of the Valley Church 

Ligonier, Pa. 

THE 

MANY 

FACES 

OF 

FAITH 

The Oxford English Dictionary 
credits William Caxton with the first 
recorded use of "culture" in 1483. 
Since its meaning has weakened, "fac­
tion" seems appropriate for liberals, 
inclusives, evangelicals and Anglo­
Catholics. A person may belong to all 
four depending upon the issue. 

Not only is humankind dispersed 
but from creation has been freed. Just 

A Guide to World Religions 
and Christian Traditions 

n this fascinating 
and very useful book, 
Richard R. Losch pro­
vides short descriptions 
of the main beliefs and 

RICHARD R. LOSCH 

practices of the world's 
most influential religious traditions, including the denominational 
branches of Christianity. Losch focuses on what is essential for under­
standing each faith covered and dispels many of the myths and mis­
conceptions concerning them. 

Readable and informative, The Many Faces of Faith provides an 
ideal starting point for objective inquiry into the richness of human 
spirituality worldwide. 

ISBN 0-8028-3910-X • 200 pages • hardcover • $1 9.00 

At your bookstore, 
or call 800-253-7521 
Fax: 616-459-6540 
www.eerdmans.com 
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as the parable of the prodigal tells of 
dying and bargaining, so does God 
await us patiently until we are found. 
Rather than cultures in conflict we 
have factions in freedom. 

Patricia Swift 
Boca Raton, F!,a. 

"Cultures in Conflict" is one of the 
best assessments of where the Episco­
pal Church is now. I have believed for 
some time that the effort to sustain 
unity in diversity has already become 
futile and approaches failure. It cer­
tainly is frustrating. 

I agree that it would be best for all 
concerned - Anglo-Catholic, evangel­
ical, broad church and liberal - to 
"cut loose the children with their 
inheritance intact." However, I would 
give very long odds (if I were a gam­
bler) of this happening. Why should 
the "liberals," who are now obviously 
in control, allow this to happen? When 
the Presiding Bishop says things such 
as "There will never again be a bishop 
of the Episcopal Church consecrated 
who does not believe in the validity of 
women in holy orders," he continues 
to throw down the gauntlet to those of 
a traditional bent. 

Let me make myself clear. I do not 
oppose women deacons, priests or 
bishops, but I will fight with all my 
might to preserve the rights of those 
who do oppose this because I can see 
that it is a valid position, upheld by 
scripture, reason and tradition. 

So, as inuch as I agree with Ms. 
Chapman, I think her suggestion has a 
snowball's chance in hell of even 
being considered, let alone carried 
out, by those who are now in power. 

(The Rev.) Walter Griesmeyer 
Church of the Good Sher>herd 

Momence, Ill. 

About Fundamentalists 

I read with interest Ms. Arpee's let­
ter [TLC, Nov. 11 ]  and disagree. Fun­
damentalism, whether Jewish, 
Islamic or Christian, is the seed bed, 
with its accompanying ingredients, 
which makes plants grow, and not 
necessarily plants of sweetness and 
light. 

To say that "nice" fundamentalists 



may exist is the same as saying there 
were undoubtedly some "nice" Nazis 
and "nice" Communists in the world. 

The basic tenet of fundamentalism, 
as I understand it, is the infallibility of 
book or bishop. I suppose this makes 
Roman Catholics fundamentalists 
also, with their strange papal doc­
trines. A friend and former Roman 
Catholic calls them "fundamentalists 
with ritual." And the book which 
many hold to be literally true and 
incapable of error has been used to 
justify discrimination against women, 
foreigners, religions, gays, lesbians, 
people who are left-handed, and the 
list goes on. To turn over one's judg­
ment and intellect so completely to 
any authority is dangerous - to all 
concerned. 

Christian fundamentalists in this 
country have waged various "holy 
wars," perhaps the most notable 
being prohibition. The result was the 
establishment of a venomous, power­
ful criminal empire which will proba­
bly never be extricated from 
American society. Even science is not 
immune from their probing and para­
noia: Consider the campaigns against 
the theory of evolution. Science, to its 
credit, calls this a theory. Fundamen­
talists refer to creationism as a fact. 

If fundamentalist "Christianity" was 
the only option for me to be Christian, 
I would immediately go to the nearest 
Buddhist temple and sign up. 

Robert F. Dorum 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y 

There's a Reason 

Robert Hancock [TLC, Nov. 25], 
responding to the "Righteous Anger" 
essay [TLC, Nov. 4] claims that making 
forgiveness of a wrongdoer contingent 
on his repentance is contrary to scrip­
ture. He cites two passages: Christ's 
words, "Father, forgive them for they 
lmow not what they do," and the part of 
the Lord's Prayer that says "Forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. n 

It is, of course, dangerous to get one's 
theology from two scriptural passages 
in English translation. However, neither 
of these passages strikes me as incon­
sistent with the demand that wrongdo-

ers be repentant before forgiveness. 
Christ does not ask for blanket forgive­
ness, but rather gives a reason why 
these particular wrongdoers should be 
forgiven - namely, that they are igno­
rant that they are killing the true son of 
God. (Would he have said "Father for­
give them although they lmow full well 
what they are doing"?) Also, a very nat­
ural reading of the English word "as" is 

"in the ·manner of' - e.g., "Do it as I 
do." Thus the passage in the Lord's 
Prayer can surely be read to mean "If I 
make my own forgiveness of others 
contingent on their repentance, then I 
must regard it as proper for God to 
make his forgiveness of me contingent 
on my repentance." 

Jeffrie G. Murphy 
Phoeni.x, Ariz. 

A NEW RECORDING FROM CPI 

New Voices 
Ancient Words 

Dramatic Adaptations of Scripture 

Take a bunch of kids, their 
moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas, 
assorted friends, and relatives, put 
them in a recording studio, let 
their words and voices take flight, 
and you have an eclectic and 

entertaining CD called New Voices/Ancient Words. 

The songs and poetry on this CD grew out of the work of a 
far-flung community of children and adults who deeply 
believe in the full inclusion of all members of the worshiping 
community. This belief means erasing barriers of age, race, 
ethnicity, and physical ability that can separate congregations 
from some of their most vibrant voices. The creativity and 
energy that shines through each piece testifies to the validity 
of this belief. 
Adaptations include: Creation; Noah; Feeding of the 5000; Abraham and 
Sarah; Dry Bones; Isaiah's Proclamation; Mary 
and Elizabeth; Lilies of the Field; Doubting 
Thomas; Trinity and more. 
Conceived and directed by Caroline S. Fairless 
and Jim Sims, this recording is a companion to 
Caroline's book, Children at Worship: Congre­
gations in Bloom. 

Compact Disc 372-1 $16.95 
Book 326-8 $26.95 

121=1 CHURCH To Order: www.churchpublishing.org 
'1.) . . B 800-242-1918 

C h u r c h  P u b l i s h i ng I n c o r p orated 
445 Fifth Avenue,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 00 1 6  FAX 212-779-3392 
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your specific 
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Watts 
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T +44 2 0  7222 7 1 69 
F +44 20 7233 1 1 30 
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THE GUILD OF ALL SOULS 

A guild of prayer for the Faithful Departed and 
for teaching about the Communion of Saints. 

For further information, please address: 

The Rev. John A Lancaster 
The Guild of All Souls 

P.O. Box 52202 Raleigh, NC 27612 

THE MISSION BOOKSTORE 
OF NASHOTAH HOUSE 

AN EPISCOPAL SEMINARY 
2n7 MISSION ROAD 

NASHOTAH, WI 53058-9793 

Most books seen in The Living Church are available. 
Ask about clergy and church discounts. 

(262) 646-6529 

The official Songbook of the 

Cursillo Community in the Episcopal 

Diocese of Alabama is filled with 150 

songs of praise and renewal that can 

enhance and revitalize your worship. 

Make checks payable to Alabama 
Cursillo and send to: Linda Tilly, 

2558 Aimee Dr., Montgomery, AL, 36106 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State/ZIP: 

Phone: 

Parish: 
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S P E C I A L  

Alleluia I I  Songbooks 

B1 lk 6MS (s6) 

S A V E  $ 9 6 

only $48 0 .00 / case 

I N C L U D E S  

S H I P P I N G  

Al leluia I I  Songbooks: 

_@ $1 5.00/ea. $_ 
'Shipping charges: 

1 -2 books: $2.50/bk 3+: $1/bk 

Alleluia II Musicians' Boole 

_@ $.30.00/ea. $_ 
*Shipping: $4/bk 

• Shipping/Handling total $ __ 
Total: $_ 

PEOPLE & PLACES-

Appointments 

The Rev. Michael Fry is rector of St. 
Mary's, PO Box 7671, Fresno, CA 93747. 

The Rev. Lloyd W. Johnson is rector of St. 
Alban's, 7308 St. Joe Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 
46805-1596. 

The Rev. Kevin Kelly is rector of Trinity, 
520 11th St., Huntington, WV 25701. 

The Rev. David R. MacDonald is rector of 
St. Luke's, PO Box 603, Denison, TX 75021. 

Ordinations 

Deacons 

Virginia - Joseph P. Murphy, St. Mary's, 
Fleeton, and St. Stephen's, Heathsville, VA. 

Priests 
Southwestern Virginia - Connie Jackson. 

Retirements 

The Rev. Stephen Mills, as rector of Holy 
Family, Fresno, CA. 

The Rev. Ken Richards, as rector of St. 
Michael's, Ridgecrest, CA. 

Deaths 

The Rev. Canon W. David Crockett, 
canon emeritus of the Diocese of West­
ern Massachusetts, died Oct. 24 in West­
erly, RI. He was 81. 

Canon Crockett was born in Charlestown, 
RI, and raised in Westerly. He graduated from 
Emerson College, Tufts University and the 
Episcopal Theological School. During World 
War II he served as the executive officer of a 
service group in Italy, France and Germany. 
Following the war he remained in the Air 
Force Reserve and retired as a lieutenant 
colonel in 1963. He was a teacher in the West­
erly public schools and at the University of 
Massachusetts, Emerson College and North­
eastern University. He was ordained to the 
diaconate in 1955 and to the priesthood in 
1956 in the Diocese of Rhode Island, and 
served as priest-in-charge, then rector of Holy 
Trinity, Riverton, RI, 1955-58. He was rector 
of Emmanuel, Springdale, CT, 1958-65, then 
became executive secretary of Province 1. He 
served as canon to the Bishop of Western 
Massachusetts from 1967 until his retirement 
in 1986. In recent years he was an associate at 
Christ Church, Westerly. Canon Crockett was 
active in ecumenical ministry and was presi­
dent of the Stamford-Darien (CT) Council of 
Churches, the Massachusetts Council of 
Churches, and the Interfaith Council of West­
ern Massachuetts. The Massachusetts Coun­
cil of Churches awarded him its Forrest L. 
Knapp Ecumenical Award in 1986 "for excel­
lence and persistence in advancing the unity 
and mission of Christ's church in the com­
monwealth." He was the author of a variety 
of tracts and articles and of five books. He is 
survived by his son, WIiliam, of Tiverton, RI, 
his daughter, Deborah C. Andre, of Wilbra­
ham, MA, three grandchildren and one great­
grandchild. 



BRIEFLY. .. 

As a result of a cooperative effort 
among offices at the Episcopal 
Church Center in New York, overseas 
U.S. m ilitary personnel will receive 
Christmas greetings this year. The 
anthrax scare has caused delays in the 
delivery of mail overseas . Episcopal 
Relief and Development is collecting 
cards made by children in Episcopal 
schools and some Sunday schools. 
Episcopal chaplains serving overseas 
will help distribute the greetings. 

The Rt. Rev. Ramon Taibo Sienes, 
head of the Spanish Episcopal 
Reformed Church from 1966 to 1983, 
died Oct. 26 after a long illness. 
Because of his links as a teacher and 
writer with the Republican left wing 
during the Spanish Civil War, Bishop 
Sienes was imprisoned for five years 
by dictator Francisco Franco. 

A pontifical document has been 
issued electronically for the first time 
in history, according to the Vatican. In 
a ceremony at the Apostolic Palace on 
Nov. 22, Pope John Paul II signed a 
message summing up the work of a 
meeting of the bishops of Oceania 
held at the Vatican in 1998. For several 
years the Vatican has posted 
documents on its website (www.vati­
can.va), but only after distributing 
them in print first. 

The Very Rev. James A. Diamond, 
Dean of Christ Church Cathedral in 
Cincinnati, was recently elected presi­
dent of the Community of the Cross of 
Nails in the United States. The com­
munity is an international Christian 
network of individuals and institu­
tions who share a practical vision of 
reconciliation among all people. It 
was founded at Coventry Cathedral in 
England during World War II. 

The Diocese of Central Buganda in 
the Church of the Province of Uganda 
has suspended more than 30 priests 
for being bachelors. The Rev. Martin 
Kiwanuka, secretary of the diocese, 

Next week ... 

The Year in Review 

told The Monitor newspaper that 
unmarried priests are more likely to 
love other people's wives and cause 
conflicts. According to Fr. Kiwanuka, 
the priests will not be allowed to carry 
out any church work until they can 
prove that they have been lawfully 
married. 

In perhaps the first study of land 
ownership since 1872, the Church of 
England cannot account for real 
estate worth nearly $7 billion, accord­
ing to the study author, Kevin Cahill. 
Mr. Cahill said he can find no record 
for more than 1.5 million acres. The 
last census in 1872 listed property 
holdings of 2.13 million acres. 

Globalization is not working and 
Christians have an "uncomfortable" 
duty to participate in decisions about 
the future of the world economy, 
according to the Most Rev. Rowan D. 
Williams, Archbishop of Wales . He 
spoke recently at a gathering of the 
Christian Association of Business 
Executives in London. The church , 
Archbishop Williams said, needs to be 
imaginative as it continues to ask awk­
ward questions about the ethics of 
transnational trade and commerce. 

Representatives from more than 20 
British and Irish churches met with 
the Most Rev. George L. Carey, Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, Nov. 30 to dis­
cuss the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa and 
possible responses of the Anglican 
Communion. Participants reported 
that the pandemic may lead to the 
halving of life expectancy in some 
countries . An estimated 20,000 
become infected with HIV every day. 

At a time when the Russian Ortho­
dox Church is hard pressed to pay its 
expenses, Moscow Patriarch Alexy II 
recently appeared in a television 
commercial promoting LUKoil, the 
country's largest oil company. Rus­
sia's new constitution prohibits 
direct government religious subsi­
dies, and the Or thodox Church has 
no historic properties from which it 
can derive income. As a result the 
church has turned to businesses 
which receive publicity and tax 
deductions. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOKS 

ANGLICAN THEOLOGICAL BOOKS - scholarly, 
out-of-print - bought and sold. Request catalog. The 
Anglican Bibliopole, 858 Church St., Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866-8615. (518) 587-7470. Angli­
canBk@aol.com 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

TRADITIONAL GOTHIC chapel chairs. Officiant 
chairs for modern churches. Custom crosses, altars, hymn 
boards, furniture, cabinets. Oldcraft Woodworkers, 
Sewanee, TN 37575. (931) 598-0208 or (888) 598-0208. 
Visit our website: oldcraftwoodworkers.tnco.nct 

FUND RAISING 

Church Fund Raiser: Beautiful, hand carved crosses, 
nativities, and birds, made by the Wichi Indians of 
Argentina, will be sent to you, priced and ready to sell . 
Keep 40% of your sales and return what doesn't sell. For 
more information contact: Mollie Polhemus, PO Box 
549, Miles, TX 76861, Email: mollie@wcc.net, 
(915)468-3011. www.siwokandmore.com 

NEEDLEPOINT KITS 
BEAUTIFUL NEEDLEPOINT KITS: Heirloom 
designs for kneelers, chair cushions, altar/pulpit para­
ments, expertly hand-painted on canvas, wool yarns sup­
plied. You stitch, then we expertly upholster. Divine 
Designs, Ltd., P.O. Box 47583, Indianapolis, IN 46247. 
(800)784-1958. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

PART TIME RECTOR: St. Christopher's parish in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, seeks a part-time rector. A city with 
a strong tradition of railroads and cowboys, and is also the 
state capital and the site of Warren Air Force Base. St. 
Christopher's is a pastoral-sized congregation, debt free, 
recently refurbished plant, broad churchmansbip, strong, 
energetic lay leaders and poised for growth. For more 
information contact Floyd Foresman, St. Christopher's 
Episcopal Church, 2602 Deming Blvd., Cheyenne, WY 
82001. 

RETIRED OR WORKING RECTOR needed to serve 
three days each week in the combined parishes of St. 
John's, Deadwood, SD, and Christ Church, Lead, SD. 
These parishes are three miles apart and share alternate 
Sundays for the celebration of Eucharist. In the Diocese of 
South Dakota, we are a hard working and responsible 
group of committed laity who have seven years of experi­
ence in ministry with a retired priest. Ministry is sup­
ported by an active deacon who visits shut-ins and nursing 
homes and assists at the Liturgy. Nestled in the beautiful 
Black Hills, we are near colleges and Interstate 90. Rec­
tory, utilities, medical insurance and a substantial finan­
cial package are available to the person who would enjoy 
ministry in two adjoining small communities. For more 
information see our web site at http://christchurch­
lead.com or http://saintjohns-deadwood.com Tele­
phone Robert Thrall at (605)722-3022, write to: Christ 
Church Episcopal, PO Box 675, Lead, SD 57754 

CURATE: The Church of the Transfiguration (''The Lit­
tle Church Around the Corner"), New York City, wishes to 
appoint a curate in the first half of 2002. Interested parties 
should address inquiries about the particulars of this post 
to The Rector's Office, 1 East 29th Street, New York, 
New York 10016, or call (212) 684-6770. 

Attention, Subscribers: 
When requesting a change of address, please enclose 
old as well as new address. Changes must be 
received at least six weeks before they become effec­
tive. When renewing a personal or gift subscription, 
please return our memorandum bill showing your 
name(s) and complete address( es). 

DECEMBER 23. 2001 • THE LIVING CHURCH 21 



CLASSIFIEDS 
POSITIONS OFFERED 

RECTOR: Church of The Good Shepherd, Cashiers, NC, 
Are you the shepherd God has choseu to lead our flock? 
Our intimate, historic church is situated on a highland 
plateau in the Blue Ridge Mountains. We are a vigorous, 
caring parish active in outreach to community needs. We 
live in an area of robust growth of new mountain homes 
and a year round paradise of scenic splendor. To submit a 
resume and obtain a parish profile, contact: Search Com­
mittee, Church of The Good Shepherd, P.O. Box 32, 
Cashiers, NC 28717 www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

YOUTH SERVICES MINISTER: St . Matthias' is look­
ing for a youth coordinator/minister. You will be responsi­
ble for coordinating services with youth in the community 
and developing a network of youth service providers that 
utilize the 40 Developmental Assets. Minimum require­
ments: Associate Degree in Psychology, Human Services, 
Public Administration or other similar program, two to 
four years of experience working with youth, strong lead­
ership and organizational skills. Send resume and salary 
requirements to: Hebron House of Hospitality, Attn: 
Marcie, 134 W. North Street, Waukesha, WI 53188. E­
mail: stmath@execpc.com 

PART-TIME RECTOR: Energetic shepherd sought for 
the care of enthusiastic flocks in Truth or Consequences 
and Hillsboro in the Diocese of the Rio Grande. Pastoral 
care and community involvement are priorities for this 
part-time position. A terrific place to put down roots! Con­
tact Warden Allan Neuls, P.O. Box 134, Caballo, NM 
87931 (505) 743-2062 E-mail: neuls@riolink.com. 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES: 
Rapidly growing parish looking for a part-time Director of 
Children's Ministries. Director will work with clergy and 
parish staff, volunteer teachers and parish families to 
develop and carry out the goals of the Christian education 
program for children (ages 4 to II). We are looking for 
someone who feels called by God to care for the spiritual 
development of our children in a compassionate, creative, 
and energetic way. Please send resumes to: The Rev. 
Maryetta M. Anschutz, Christ and Holy Trinity 
Church, 55 Myrtle Avenne, Westport, CT 06880. Phone 
(203) 227-0827 Fax (203) 227-2878. E-mail 
Maryetta@snet.net. 

Rates 

Classifieds 

Frequency 1 -Zx 3-12x 13-25x 26x+ 

Rate per word $0.60 $055 $0.47 $0.44 
minimum rate $7.50 

Number of words X Rate X Number of insertions 

• For blind box advertisements add 3 words 
and $ 5 service charge for first insertion, $3 for 
succeeding insertions. 

• Copy must be received at least 26 days before 
date of issue. 

Mail 
PO Box 514036 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-3436 

Fax 414-276-7483 

Email tlc@livingchurch.org 
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POSITIONS OFFERED 
ASSOCIATE RECTOR: Dynamic parish seeks ener­
getic priest with management skills to be Associate Rec­
tor/Director of Programs and Ministries . See our website 
for complete job description for this innovative position: 
http://www.churchofadvent.org/ver312/Jobdesc/Assoc 
rect.htm. 

RETIRED RECTOR OR WORKING RECTOR 
needed to serve half time or less position at St .Clement of 
Alexandria Episcopal Church, Woodlake, CA, in the Dio­
cese of San Joaquin. Small, but active and loving parish 
family. We have a thriving preschool and daycare pro­
gram. Woodlake, a community of 6,600 primarily His­
panic, is located in the Sierra Foothills at the gateway to 
Sequoia National Park. Please contact: St. Clement of 
Alexandria Episcopal Church, 498 North Valencia 
Street, Woodlake, CA 93286, (559) 564-8811 or Fax 
(559) 564-0221 E-mail: Stclementsdys@aol.com 

ASSOCIATE RECTOR: Fast-growing pastoral/program 
size parish in suburban Milwaukee seeks full-time priest 
associate to share Adult Ed/Discipleship, new program 
development and pastoral care of membership. St . Bart's 
is an Alpha parish; our mission statement is Matthew 
28: 1 8-20 (The Great Commission). We are eucharisti­
cally centered, multi-generational, traditional and contem­
porary in music, involved in diocesan and community 
ministries. Nice stipend and benefits. Check us out on the 
web at www.execpc.com/--,;tbarts. Send resume and letter 
of interest to The Rev. Christopher Keough, OSF, St. 
Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, N27 W24000 Paul 
Court, Pewaukee, WI. 53072. 

FULL TIME RECTOR: Christ Episcopal Church. Our 
parish of 148 families is located in Warwick, a national 
historic district, in the scenic Hudson Valley of New York 
state, only fifty miles from New York City. We are seek­
ing a priest who will share our strong sense of fellowship 
and our focus on worship, good sermons, spiritual growth, 
and Christian education for all ages. Our historic Carpen­
ter Gothic church was bnilt in 1866 . The parish has a 
beautifully renovated rectory should the candidate choose 
to live there. To learn more about us, please visit our web­
site at www.christchurch.org or contact Elizabeth 
Hurd, Search Committee Chairperson, 5 Clark St., 
Warwick, NY 10990; (845) 986-5216; e-mail 
ehurd@warwick.net; fax (845) 986-5207. 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. James' West Bend, WI, is a 
small to mid-sized, historic parish in the state's fastest-grow­
ing county (45 minutes from Milwaukee). We seek liturgi­
cally centered rector to work with us in ministering to each 
other and the community. Preaching, pastoral care and 
Christian education for all ages are important. We value 
active lay ministries and joyful fellowship. Send resume and 
CDO profile to: Leslie Bruss, Search Committee, St. 
James' 148 S. 8th Ave, West Bend, WI 53095. Visit 
www.stjameswb.org, e-mail: office@stjameswb.org 

RECTOR: Christ Church in Port Jefferson, NY, is seek­
ing a rector. We are an eclectic, MC-affiliated, traditional 
parish on the historic north shore of Long Island. Our 
members are loving, Christ-centered and enthusiastically 
embrace the renewal movement within the church. We are 
seeking a Spirit-filled pastor with a strong biblically­
based theology to join our family and lead us in our rela­
tionship with Christ. Send replies to: Search Chair, 
Christ Church Episcopal, 127 Barnum Ave,, Port Jef­
ferson, NY 11777 E-Mail: MRMACHINE@aol.com 

RECTOR: St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Merritt Island, 
Florida . We are a small suburban community in the 
shadow of the space center, seeking a faithful priest cen­
tered in the Anglican tradition to preach God's inclusive 
and unconditional love. We value eucharistic-centered 
worship and want to reach out to our community to share 
the promise of Jesus. Please send resumes and inquiries 
to: The Rev. Canon Ernest Bennett, 1017 E. Robinson 
Street, Orlando FL 32801-2023 

POSITIONS OFFERED 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH / PARENT MINISTRY: 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Clearwater, Florida, 
seeking full-time, dynamic, passionate (lay or ordained) 
leader for relational youth/family ministry. Challenge is to 
create and expand ministry for spiritual development of 
middle/high school youth . Ideal person will have love for 
teenagers and be open to lead contemporary Christian 
music . Will also minister to parents in parish. Bachelor's 
degree or 3 years experience with youth required. Send 
resume with references to: Talma Pilato, 3257 Nick's 
Place, Clearwater, FL 33761. Email: spilatol@tam­
pahay.rr.com 

FOR SALE AND RENT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH SIGNS - Aluminum, familiar 
colors, single and double face, economical; brackets, too. 
For information: Signs, St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal 
Church, 3413 Old Bainbridge Road, Tallahassee, FL 
32303. (850) 562-1595. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
CAREER ASSESSMENT - Discover your career possi­
bilities through a self-assessment interview linked with a 
statistically validated career and assessment instrument. We 
are experienced career assessment, career planning and job 
search consultants in both profit and non-profit arenas. For 
information, call LET'S TALK WORK at (866)651-0044. 
Visit our website at www.letstalkwork.com 

TRAVEL/TOURS 

CROSS THE THRESHOLD! Join a Welsh Pilgrimage 
(July 3-14, 2002) for an intimate journey through prayer 
and cultural exploration. Clergy and lay people are 
invited to experience the Celtic roots of our Anglican his­
tory and spirituality. For information about this all-inclu­
sive, one-of-a-kind, spiritual sojourn, contact: The 
Reverend Matthew Corkern at (703) 762-9591 Email: 
corkcole@telepak.net 

ATTENTION CLERGY: Lead your parish, friends and 
family on a pilgrimage to ISRAEL and extend to Greece, 
Turkey, England, Africa, etc., and travel FREE. Call or 
write: Journeys Unlimited, Inc., 120 Sylvan Avenue, 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 07632; 800-486-8359; FAX 
(201) 228-5211; E-mail: holytours@farandwide.com 
Web site: www.farandwide.com 

WORLDWIDE PILGRIMAGE MINISTRIES arranges 
group adult, youth and choir spiritual journeys to Israel, 
Turkey, Greece, Italy, England, France, Ireland and South 
Africa. We are now accepting applications for our clergy 
familiarization trip to Germany, April 3-9, 2002. Contact 
Worldwide, a mission creation ofFRESHMINISTRIES, for 
information and to inquire about clergy and youth leader 
familiarization trips. Ph: 800-260-5104; email: 
wwpill@aol.com; website: www.wwpilgrimages.org 

VACATION VILLAS 

DISNEYWORLD VILLAS-Deluxe 2-6 BR. Full 
kitchen, w/d, pool, Jacuzzi, tennis, cable TV, private tele­
phone, screened patio, BBQ . From $99 . Brochure/reser­
vations (863) 427-0195. 

VOCATIONS 

GOD IS CALLING MANY! Could He be calling you? 

Explore the possibility with a new Order of Lay Brothers, 
not living in community, dedicated to a life of prayer and 
service combining the contemplative and the 
active, within a traditional expression of the religious life 
in the modem world. Open to Episcopal laymen, both sin­
gle and married . For more information write: The Order 
of Saint Joseph, 604 Orleans Street, Natchez, MS 
39120. 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 
AVERY, CA 
ST. CLARE OF ASSISI 
The Rev. Marlin L. Bowman, v 
Sun Mass 9 (Sung) 

CARLSBAD, CA 

(Calaveras Big Trees) 
Hwy. 4 

209-795-5970 

ST. MICHAEL'S-BY-THE-SEA 2775 Carlsbad Blvd. 
The Rev. W. Neal Moquin, SSC r 
H Eu Sat 5:30, Sun 8, 9, 1 0: 15  (Sung) 

ASPEN, CO 
CHRIST CHURCH (970) 925-3278 
Cor. of 5th & W. North Street in the West End 
The Rev. Jeffrey C. Fouts, r Chrlstchurchaspen.org 
Sun 8, 10 

HARTFORD, CT 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Corner of Church & Main Sts. 
http://www.cccathedral.org (860) 527-7231 
The Very Rav. Richard H. Mansfield, D.D., Dean: the Rev. 
Wllborne A. Austin, Canon; the Rev. Annika L. Warrsn, 
Canon; the Rev. David A. Owen; the Rev. Linda M. Spiers, c; 
James R. Barry, Canon Precentor 
Sun Eu 8, 1 O. Dally Eu 12 noon 

WASHINGTON, DC 
CHRIST CHURCH, Georgetown 
Corner of 31st & 0 Sts., NW (202) 333-6677 
The Rev. Stuart A. Kenworthy, r; the Rev. Marguerite A. 
Henninger Steadman 
Sun Eu 8, 9, 1 1  (1 S, 3S & 55), 5; MP 1 1  (2S & 4S); Cho Ev 5 (1 S 
& 3S, Oct.-May). Daily Eu (;Ned 7:45), HS & Eu (Fri 12:10). Mon­
Fri MP 7:30, Noonday Prayers 12, EP 6. H/A 

ST. MARY'S, Foggy Bottom 
728 23rd St, NW 1 block south Foggy Bottom/GWU Metro 
The Rev. Kirtley Yearwood, M.D., r (202) 333-3985 
Sun H Eu 8, Cho Eu 1 1 ;  Wed HU 12:10; Confessions by appt 

ST. PAUL'S, K Street 
2430 K St., NW - Foggy Bottom Metro/GWU Campus 
The Rev. Andrsw L. Sloane, r; the Rev. Edwin W. Barnett, c 
Sun Masses: 7:45 (Low), 9 (Sung), 11 :15 (Sol), 6 Sol Ev & B. Daily 
Masses (ex Sat): 7, 6. Thurs & Prayer Bock HDs: 12 noon also. Sat 
Mass 9:30, C >5:30. MP 6:45 (ex Sat), EP 5:45. Sat MP 9:15, EP 
5:45 www.stpauls-kslcom 

STUART, FL 
ST. MARY'S 623 E. Ocean Blvd. (561) 287-3244 
The Rev. Thomas T. Pittenger, r: the Rev. David Francoeur, 
Assoc r; the Rev. Beverly Ramsey, d Youth & Christian Ed; the 
Rev. Jonathan Coffey, the Rev. Canon Richard Hardman, the 
Rev. Peggy Sheldon, assisting; Allen Rosenberg, Music Dir 
Sun Eu 7:30, 9, 1 1 .  H Eu/Healing 12:10. Tues H Eu 5. Thurs H 
Eu 1 0. Sat Eu 5 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 
HOLY TRINITY 211 Trinity Place (Dwntn) 
On the lntracoastal Waterway since 1896 (561) 655-8650 
The Rev. W. Frisby Hendricks Ill r; The Rev. John W. Tucker, 
The Rev. Howarth L. Lewis, Jr., The Rev. Dr. Raymond A. Lib­
erti, Canon James E. Rasnlck,r-e, The Rev. Grant R. Sherk, p­
i-r, The Rev. John F. Magnum, p-i-r, Mace Graham, org-ch 
Sun Eu 8, 10; Thur Eu/Healing; Fri Eu 12:10; H.D. 9:40 Mat. 10:00 Eu 

AUGUSTA, GA 
CHRIST CHURCH 
The Rev. Theodore 0. Atwood, Jr., r 
Sun Masses 8 & 1 o (Sung). Wed 6:30 

CHICAGO, IL 

Eve & Greene Sts. 

(706) 736-5165 

ASCENSION N. LaSalle Blvd at Elm (312) 664-1271 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig, r; the Rev. Richard Higginbotham 

ascenslonchicago.org 
Sisters of St. Anne (312) 642-3638 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung) 1 1  (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, Adult Ed 
1 0, Sol E&B 4 (1S) Daily: MP 6:40 (ex Sun) Masses 7, 6:20 
';Ned), 10 (Sat); EP M - S  6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, Sun 10:30-10:50 
Rosary 9:30 Sat 

RIVERSIDE, IL 
ST. PAUL'S PARISH 
www.stpaulsparish.org 
The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, r 

(CHICAGO WEST SUBURBAN) 

60 Akenside Rd. 
(708) 447-1604 

Sun Eu 1 0:15 (Sat 5). Wkdy Eu Tues 7, Wed 7, Fri 1 0:30. Sacra­
ment of Reconciliation 1st Sat 4-4:30 & by appt 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
125 Monument Circle, Downtown 
The Very Rev. Robert Giannini, dean and r 
Sun Eu 8, 9, 1 1 ;  Christian Formation 1 0; Santa Mlsa 1 

BOSTON, MA 
THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT (617) 523-2377 
30 Brimmer Street Email: office@lheadventorg 
The Rev. Allan B. Wan-en Ill, r; the Rev. Benjamin J. King, c; 
the Rev. David J. Hogarth; Carrie Reiger, Pastoral Asst for Youth 
Work Web: www.theadvent.org 
Sun MP 7:30, Ch S, 1 0:15; Masses 8, 9, 1 1  (Sol High); Mon-Fri, 
Mass 7:30; MP 9; EP 5:30; Wed, C, 5, Mass 6; Sat, MP 8:30, 
Mass 9, C 9:30 

LENOX, MA 
TRINITY PARISH 88 Walker St (413) 637-0073 
The Rev. Edward Ivor Wagner, r 
Sun: MP 7:15, Quiet H Eu 8, Sung H Eu 1 0: 15, Ev 5. Daily: MP 
7, EP 5:30; H Eu Tues noon. H Eu & Healing Thurs 1 O 

KANSAS CITY, MO 
OLD ST. MARY'S 1307 Holmes (816) 642-0985 
The Rev. Paul Cook www.stmaryskcmo.org 
Masses: Sun 8 Low; 10 Sol; Noon: Daily, Sat 1 1  

LAS VEGAS, NV 
CHRIST CHURCH 
1 mile off Strip 
H Eu Daily (ex Sat) 

NEWARK, NJ 

2000 S. Maryland 
(702) 735-7655 

christissavlor@lvcm.com 

GRACE CHURCH 950 Broad St., at Federal Sq. 
The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, r 
Sun Masses 8 & 10 (Sung); Mon-Fri 12:10 

SANTA FE, NM 
HOLY FAITH (505) 982-4447 311 E. Palace 
The Rev. Canon Dale Coleman, r, the Rev. Logan Craft, assoc r, 
the Rev. Robert Dinegar, Ph.D., assoc.;the Rev. Beth Noland, d; 
the Rev. Phyllis Orbaugh, d; Mr. Gerald Near, rruslc director; Mr. 
J. Michael Case, organist 
Sun H Eu 7:30, Sung H Eu 9, 1 1 :30, Christian Ed 10:30. Monday 
H Rosary 9. Tues H Eu 10. Thurs H Eu 12:10. MP and EP daily 

NEW YORK, NY 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S Park Ave. and 51st St. 
(212) 378-0200 www.stbarts.org 
Sun Eu 8, 9 Cho Eu 1 1 ,  Cho Ev 5, "Come as you are" Eu 7. 
Mon-Fri MP 8, Eu 12:05, EP 5:30 (Thurs 6 "Sunday on Thurs­
day" Cho Eu). Sat MP & Eu 10. Church open 365 days 8-8 (Sun 
8-9). For tours call 378-0265. Cafe open for breakfast, lunch & 
dinner Sun-Fri. Book & Gift Shop open daily. 
ST. THOMAS 5th Ave. & 53rd St. 
www.saintthomaschurch.org (212) 757-7013 
The Rev. Andrew C. Mead, r The Rev. Canon Harry E. 
Krauss, sr c; the Rev. Park McD. Bodie, c; the Rev. Joseph 
E. Gr1esedieck, c: the Rev. Robert H. Stafford, asst 
Sun Eu 8, 9, 1 1 ,  Choral Ev 4. Wkdys MP & Eu 8, Eu 12:10, EP & 
Eu 5:30. Tues and Thurs Choral Ev & Eu 5:30. Choral Eu Wed 
12:10. Sat Eu 10:30 

PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH 
The Rev. Daniel P. Matthews, D.D., Rector 
The Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard, Vicar 

(212) 602-0800 Internet: http://www.trinltywallstrset.org 

TRINITY Broadway at Wall 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11 :15. Mon-Fri MP 8:15 H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15. 
Sat MP 8:45, H Eu 9. Open Sun 7-4; Mon-Fri 7-6; Sat 8-4 

ST. PAUL'S Broadway at Fulton 
Sun H Eu 8  

Trinity Bookstore (behind Trinity Church, 74 Trinity Pl.) 
Mon- Thurs 8:30-6; Fri 8:30-5:30. 1 -800-551-1220 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH CENTER 
CHAPEL OF CHRIST THE LORD 
Daily Morning Prayer 8:45; H Eu 12:10 

2nd Ave. & 43rd St 

a....Jll"'-!..!!:..!.Rl.!C=H DIRECTORY KEY 

KEY - Light face type denotes AM, bold face 
PM; add, address; anno, announced; A-C, Ante­
Communion; appt., appointment; B, Benediction; 
C, Confessions; Cho. Choral; Ch S, Church 
School; c, curate; d, deacon, d.r.e., director of 
religious education; EP, Evening Prayer; Eu, 
Eucharist; Ev, Evensong; ex, except; 1 S, 1 st Sun­
day; hol, holiday: HC, Holy Communion; HD, Holy 
Days; HS, Healing Service; HU, Holy Unction; 
Instr, Instructions; Int. Intercessions: LOH, Laying 
On of Hands; Lit, Litany; Mat, Matins; MP. Morn­
ing Prayer; P, Penance; r, rector; r-em, rector 
emeritus; Ser, Sermon; Sol, Solemn; Sta, Stations; 
V, Vespers; v, vicar; YPF, Young People's Fellow­
ship. NC, air-conditioned; H/A, handicapped 
accessible. 

NEW YORK, NY 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN (212) 869-5830 
145 W. 46th St. (between 61h & 7th Aves.) 10036-8591 
www.stmvirgin.org 
Sun: Mass at 9 (Low), 1 0  (Sung), 1 1  (Sol), 5 {Low), MP 8:30, EP 
4:45. M-F: Mass at 12:15 & 6:20; MP 8:30, Noonday Office 12; EP 
6. Sat: Mass at 12:15, Noonday Office 12; EP 5. C 1 1 :30-12, 4-5 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
CATHEDRAL OF ALL SOULS (BIitmore Village) 
2 Angle St. mail@allsoulscathedral.org 
H Eu Sun 8, 9, 1 1 :15. Wed noon, 5:45 (828) 274-2681 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH (Grove Park) 828-254-5836 
337 Charlotte St. at Macon stmarysparlsh@maln.nc.us 
Sun Masses 5:30 (Sat vigil) 8 (Low) & 1 1  (Sung), Sun MP at 
7:45; Daily EP 5:15, Mass 5:30; C Sat 4, Rosary 1st Sat 4:45 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 
CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, B.V.M. 
324 Carpenter Lane (19119-3003) 
The Rev. David L. Hopkins r 
Sun Mass 9 (Low), 11 (High). Thurs 1 0  (Low) 

SELINSGROVE, PA 
ALL SAINTS 
129 N. Market 
Sun Mass 1 0. Weekdays as anno 

(570) 37 4-8289 

WHITEHALL, PA (NORTH OF ALLENTOWN) 

ST. STEPHEN'S 3900 Mechanicsville Rd. 610-435-3901 
The Rev. William H. llgenfritz, r; The Rev. Mark W. Lewis, c 
Sun 7:30 MP; 8 & 1 0  H Eu; 9:15 Sunday School; 10:30 Child­
care available. Daily Mass: M/W/F 12:15. Healing Mass and 
Unction T 9:30 & Th 7; Sat 10 (1 1 Confessionai). Traditional 
Prayer Book Services. All welcome! 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
ST. STEPHEN'S 114 George St. 
The Rev. John D. Alexander, r (401) 421-6702 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 1 O (Sol), MP 7:30. Daily as posted 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (361) 882-1735 
The Rev. Ned F. Bowersox, r 700 S. Upper Broadway 
The Rev. Frank E. Fuller, asst www.cotgs.org 
The Rev. Margarita Arroyo, c 
Sun 8, 9 & 1 1  :15. Weekdays as anno 

DALLAS, TX 
INCARNATION 3966 McKinney Ave. 
The Rev. Larry P. Smith r; the Rev. Frederick C. Philputt v; 
the Rev. Michael S. Mills; the Rev. Craig A. Reed; the Rev. 
A. Thomas Blackmon 
Sun Eu 7:30, 9, 9:15, 1 1  :15, 5. Daily Eu 7 & 12 noon. Daily MP 
6:45, EP Mon-Fri 6 (214) 521-5101 

HOUSTON, TX 
PALMER MEMORIAL 6221 Main Street (77030) 
Across from the Texas Medical Center and Rice University 
www.palmerchurch.org (713) 529-6196 Fax: 713-529-6178 
The Rev. James W. Nutter, r; the Rev. Samuel R. Todd; the 
Rev. Kenneth R. Dimmick; the Rev. Ed Gomez; the Rev. 
Mary A. Royes. 
Sun Eu 7:45, 9, 1 0:15, 1 1 ,  6; Ch S 10, 5 Contemp. Youth Serv.: 
Tues Noon Eu in Spanish; Wkday Services; Sat 6 Talze Eu. 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS CATHEDRAL 
The Very Rev. George Hillman, dean 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Dally as posted. 

818 E. Juneau 
ascathedral.org 

(414) 271-7719 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
ST. JOHN'S CATHEDRAL (English speaking parish) 
1401 Ponce de Leon, Stop 20 In Santurce (787) 722-3254 
Sun H Eu 8 & 1 1  (Cho). www.forministry.com 

PARIS, FRANCE 
THE AMERICAN CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY 
23, Avenue George V. 75008 Tel. 011 33 (0)1 53 23 84 00 
The Very Rev. Emest E. Hunt, Ill, D. Min., dean; the Rev. 
Bernard Vlgnot, Francophone ministry the Rev. Nathaniel 
Hsieh, Taiwanese ministry: the Rev. George Hobson, canon 
theologian 
Sun Services: 9 H Eu, 10:45 Sun School, 1 1  H Eu, 3 H Eu in 
Chinese, 5 Cho Ev (3rd Sun), Wkdy Services 9:15 MP M-F; 
12:30 H Eu Wed, 11 :30 H Eu Fri in French, 6 H Eu Sat in French 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE CHURCH 
The Rev. William R. Hampton, STS 
Sun Eu 1 0  

K and Inyo Streets 
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