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St. Raphael’s Church,
Fort Myers Beach, FL
—+ RECTOR —+—-

St. Raphael’s, Fort Myers Beach,
FL, is a small parish in an island
resort community
that experiences significant
shifts in seasonal attendance.
We seek an energetic rector.
We value experience in the
recruitment of new families
and the reclaiming of lapsed
members. We also wish
to diversify our current liturgical
services and music programs.
We seek an experienced rector
used to working with an active lay
ministry. If interested, send
resume and CDO Profile by
December 31, 2001 to:

Deployment Officer
Diocese of SW Florida
P.O. Box 673
Ellenton, FL. 34222-0763
mdurning@dioceseswfla.org.
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SUNDAY’S READINGS

Christ Comes Into the World

‘... [H]e will save his people from their sins’ (Matt. 1:21b).

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 23, 2001
lsaiah 7:10-17; Psalm 24 (or 24:1-7); Rom. 1:1-7; Matt. 1:18-25

It seems clear from the context of
the first reading that the prophet Isa-
iah (at least in his own mind) is
addressing events in his own time and
place. The northern kingdom of Israel,
along with its Syrian ally, has laid
siege on Jerusalem in Judah. Ahaz,
king of the latter, is quite naturally
depressed and despondent. The
prophet reassures Ahaz that a “sign”
will be given by God in the form of a
“young woman” bearing a son (in the
thinking of Isaiah, most likely
Hezekiah) who will save his people
and perpetuate the Davidic dynasty.

Christians, however, from the very
beginning of our faith, have inter-
preted this passage as resounding
with a far deeper meaning. For us it is
nothing less than the foretelling of the
coming of Jesus Christ into the world.

For us, the Hebrew term for “young
woman” (translated in the Septuagint
as “virgin”) is clearly a reference to
the Blessed Mother. And a view of
Christ which predates the writing of
any gospel finds expression in both
Matthew and Luke identifying the
Lord’s mother as a “virgin.” The heir of
David, whose name shall be
“Emmanuel” (literally “God is with
us”) is easily transformed into “Jesus”
(i.e., “God brings salvation”). And the
One who shall eat curds and honey by
the time he knows how to refuse the

Look It Up

evil and choose the good” (Isaiah 7:15)
is for us obviously the Holy Child.

We are left with our gospel reading.
A Savior (though not in a strictly polit-
ical sense) is born of a “young
woman” (to our and Matthew’s think-
ing undoubtedly a chaste virgin). And
his destiny is to bring salvation — not
in human terms, but rather to save
believers from the just punishment for
their many sins (Matt. 1:21). An angel
comforts Mary’s understandably con-
fused betrothed: “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins” (1:20b-21). The evangelist
further identifies all this as fulfilling the
prophecy of Isaiah: “Look, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel” (1:23).

So what relevance does all of this
have for us in our own day? Paul, writ-
ing to Roman Christians, sums it up
nicely. Jesus, he proclaims, “was
declared to be Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness ...
through whom we havereceived grace
and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith...” (Rom. 1:4a, 5).
The result is grace and peace “from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (1:7b).

How can we account for the vast discrepancies in the infancy narratives related
by Matthew (1:18-2:29) and by Luke (2:2:40)? What are some of the major dif-

ferences in theology between them?

Think About It

Matthew makes it clear that Mary and Joseph “had no marital relations

... until

she had borne a son; and she named him Jesus” (1:25). Mark is quite clear that
Jesus had brothers and sisters. What purpose did it serve, when Christianity
became the state religion of the Roman Empire, for Mary to become a “perpet-
ual virgin” and for Jesus suddenly to become a celibate with no descendants

whatsoever?

Next Sunday

The First Sunday after Christmas Day
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 147 (or 147:13-21); Gal. 3:23-25; 4:4-7; John 1:1-18,



BOOKS

A Native American Theology

By Clara Sue Kidwell, Homer Noley
and George E. “Tink" Emker
Orbis. Pp. 204. $21 paper.

ISBN 1-5707-5361-X

This is a valuable, but difficult,
book for most non-Indians. It is an
attempt to look at traditional Christ-
ian theology as
understood by
Western European
churches, and to re-
cast those theologi-
cal doctrines in the
context of the theo-
logical and spiritual
principles of Native
American religious
expression. The task is not made eas-
ier by the fact that there is not a sin-
gle “native” understanding of
spirituality, but almost as many spiri-
tual ways of expression as there are
tribes and nations in North America.

The work documents the painful
and unfortunate approach of Western
Christians to native peoples, by

A Native Amerivan
THECLOGY

L T
> D
i, -

This book will help shred the
myth that one must be European

in thought to be Christian.

requiring them to adopt Western civi-
lization and values as if this were a
part of the Christian faith (which our
Eastern Orthodox brothers and sis-
ters understand is not so).

The book gives a detailed expres-
sion of spiritual understanding from
the perspective of many native tribes.
It also reviews the principal Christian
doctrines, and what native spiritual
understanding says to and about
these doctrines.

A reading of this work will give the
non-Indian a much clearer insight
into the valuable spiritual world of
Native Americans. It will help shred
the myth (still held by many Euro-
Americans) that one must be Euro-
pean in thought to be Christian. This
book is “must” reading for those who
would understand the Native Ameri-
can world and the Christian Church.

(The Rt. Rev.) William C. Wantland

Seminole, Okla.
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NEWS

Judge Modifies Order

About Holding Services

The disputed call of the Rev.
Samuel Edwards to be rector of
Christ Church in Accokeek, Md.,
will go all the way to the Supreme
Court, according to the chancel-
lor for the diocese.

JoAnn E. MacBeth, chancellor
and a member of the Washington,
D.C., law firm Crowell and Mor-
ing, was present — along with the
Rt. Rev. Jane Holmes Dixon, b-
ishop pro tempore of Washington
— at a vestry meeting on the
evening of Nov. 28. Ms. MacBeth’s
comment was made during dis-
cussion of a vestry proposal to
provide Fr. Edwards with “relief
payments” equal to his salary
until the dispute is resolved.

The meeting took place the day
after U.S. District Court Judge
Peter J. Messite’s modified his
original order prohibiting Fr.
Edwards from holding religious
services on or near the grounds of
the historic church [TLC, Nov.
18].

On Nowv. 30 Fr. Edwards and the
vestry filed with the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the fourth circuit
based in Richmond. The appeals
court denied an emergency stay
of Judge Messite’ ruling; however,
it will expedite the appeal.

Even with an expedited hear-
ing, Ms. MacBeth told the vestry
that the appeal process could last
until next June. Recently the dio-
cese announced that out-of-
pocket legal costs arising from
the case filed by Bishop Dixon
amounted to $440,000. Diocesan
trust funds may be used to cover
a portion of that cost.

An appeal all the way to the
Supreme Court would probably
bring the legal cost to the diocese
close to $2 million. The lawyer for
Fr. Edwards and the vestry,
Charles Nalls, has said previously
on several occasions that his
work is pro bono.
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Vision Conference in Texas
Keeps the Focus on Mission

In the last several years, a number
of dioceses have successfully imple-
mented vision plans for growth and
renewal. This fall, the national church
voted to make something similar a pri-
ority for all Episcopalians. The inspi-
ration for much of this growing
movement began about four years ago
at a workshop that has become an
annual event in the Diocese of Texas.

This year more than 300 representa-
tives from 38 dioceses, including 24
bishops and delegations from Panama
and Tanzania attended the Clear
Vision of One Church conference at
Camp Allen, located about 70 miles
northwest of Houston.

Although the format and basic mes-
sage remain largely the same, the con-
ference is now co-sponsored by the
dioceses of Maryland, San Diego, Vir-
ginia, Tennessee and Texas.

“This is what the General Conven-
tion should look like,” said the Rt. Rev.
Bertram N. Herlong, Bishop of Ten-
nessee.

The Clear Vision message is that
parishes are in the business of mis-
sion. They exist to transform lives,

and dioceses should be managed as
support centers for the work of parish
mission. In some cases this requires a
reorientation of thinking because over
time, parishes become consumed with
responsibilities such as building main-
tenance, and dioceses may seek to
supplement inadequate parish mission
work with well-intentioned but prob-
lematical one-size-fits-all programs.

“T've learned the importance of hav-
ing a missionary stance that is owned
by and permeated [throughout] the
diocese,” said George Silides, of
Alaska.

While many attended this year’s
conference to learn how to grow con-
gregations or increase membership
within a diocese, others wanted to
learn how to manage the changes that
come with growth. Sr. Mary Elizabeth,
CSM, wanted to help prepare her
order for a joint venture with the Dio-
cese of Albany.

“We're going from a maintenance to
a missionary style, and it's a major and
radical change,” she said. “I came to
learn how to liven what we do as a
community.”

Y ’:”“0’\'. 5;_3;5(.&,5'3.‘ T "

ustor Nesos

Students from St. Francis Day School, Houston, responded to a request by Bisho

ﬁ .C_)Iaude E.

Payne to write letters of support to President George Bush. The letters were compiled in chapel.
and sent to the president after a flag ceremony at the school in November.



DIOCE

Passing the Staff

The Rt. Rev. Frederick H. Borsch
reached out and offered a tall shep-
herd’s staff to the Rt. Rev. J. Jon
Bruno. For a few seconds, the long-
time friends clutched the staff
together. It seemed like neither
wanted to let go of the moment,
which occurred Dec. 1 before 1,000
at the Diocese of Los Angeles conven-
tion.

When Bishop Borsch released his
grip, Bishop Bruno formally replaced
him as pastoral shepherd of the dio-
cese. He becomes the sixth bishop in
the church’s 106 years in the city, and
the first Los Angeles native to serve
as its leader.

It also was believed to be the first

Twelve-year-old Becomes
‘Archhishop for a Day’

Rhian Hartshorn, a 12-year-old stu-
dent, exchanged places with the
Archbishop of Wales recently as part
of a fundraiser for the BBC “Children
in Need” appeal.

During a school assembly on Nov.
16, the Most Rev. Rowan Williams
handed over the cross he wears
around his neck. In return, he
received a copy of Ms. Hartshorn’s
school schedule. Ms. Hartshorn was
elected as new archbishop during an
“electoral college” in October at St.
David’s Church in Oakdale. The con-
gregation was encouraged to “buy”
votes for the candidate of their
choice and she emerged the victor.

As part of her day as archbishop,
Ms. Hartshorn presided at a meeting
of rural deans in the Diocese of Mon-
mouth and attended an inter-episco-
pal meeting and lunch with the Rt.
Rev. Barry Morgan, Bishop of
Llandaff.

Anglican Communion News Service
contributed to this article.

time in the history of the diocese that
the passing of the staff occurred in
public. Previous bishops had either
died in office or were unable to give
the nearly six-foot-tall, gold- and
jewel-encrusted crosier to their suc-
Cessors.

Bishop Bruno is a barrel-chested
55-year-old man who stands roughly
6 feet, 5 inches tall. He played pro-
fessional football for the Denver
Broncos. After his football career,
the onetime Roman Catholic became
a Burbank police officer. “I finally
found what I was best at,” he said,
moments before taking the crosier
and addressing the audience of
clergy and laypeople at the Riverside
Convention Center. Getting “people
to see the divinity within.”

Before the ceremony, Bishop
Bruno’s sermon centered on Rosa
Parks, whose refusal to give up her
seat on a public bus was a pivotal act
in the civil rights movement. He said
church members should use Ms.
Parks as an example because she
was a woman of humility, courage
and strength, a woman who changed
the world with a small act simply
because of “the fact that her feet
were tired.”

Bishop Bruno outlined his vision
of what he would like the diocese to
become. He said he will focus on
social and economic activism,
including gay rights, creating a
diverse church membership, and
curbing domestic and street vio-
lence.

“I want to create the best commu-
nity you can ever imagine,” he said.

Bishop Borsch, 66, will officially
leave office Jan. 31 after guiding the
diocese for 14 years. He addressed
the convention somberly, fighting
tears as he reflected on friendships,
difficult moments and success. A
noted scholar, Bishop Borsch was
widely known for his civic activism.

The Diocese of Los Angeles has
85,000 members and encompasses
Los Angeles, Orange, San
Bernardino, Santa Barbara and part
of Riverside counties. “The hard
moments, like the riots and the

Penny Jennings photo
Bishop Bruno (left) receives the crosier from
Bishop Borsch at the Los Angeles convention.

Northridge earthquake, they pro-
vided great tests,” Bishop Borsch
said. “But they provided a way for us
to come together . . . a way for us to
care and love for one another.”

(The Rev.) David C. James

Direct Ordination

Four resolutions approved Oct. 20
by the convention of the Diocese of
California will be forwarded to Gen-
eral Convention for consideration by
all Episcopalians.

A resolution sponsored by
Oasis/California calls for the Stand-
ing Commission on Liturgy and
Music to prepare for the 2006 Gen-
eral Convention, a rite for the bless-
ing of same-sex unions.

A second Oasis/California-spon-
sored resolution asked General Con-
vention to “affirm that the church
does not insist that gay and lesbian
people are in need of therapy to
change their sexual orientation”; and
that “this church oppose any reli-
gious, spiritual, psychological or psy-
chiatric counseling” based on the
premise that “homosexuality is a
mental, spiritual, religious or ethical

(Continued on next page)
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(California - from previous page)

disorder.” An attempt to remove the
words “religious or ethical” failed.

After considerable debate, dele-
gates approved a third resolution
requesting church-wide support for a
bill by U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr., D-
Mich., to establish a congressional
commission to study the feasibility of
restitution for Africans who were
enslaved in America.

Several delegates objected to the
notion of “feasibility” (i.e., if found
“feasible,” restitution is a “done deal”),
prompting an amendment replacing
“to study the feasibility...” with “to
examine the institution of slavery and
to study the appropriateness of resti-
tution.” The amendment was accepted
and convention approved the entire
resolution in a close vote.

Delegates also concurred with the
North American Association of Dea-
cons in requesting General Conven-
tion to revise the national canons in
order to permit direct ordination to
the priesthood. Presently candidates
slated for the priesthood are first
ordained to the transitional dia-
conate.

Despite the work of committees
created under the Jubilate Deo Initia-
tive adopted by last year’s diocesan
convention, the Rt. Rev. William E.
Swing, diocesan bishop, acknowl-
edged “there was simply too much
information to internalize” at a regu-
lar convention, and called for a spe-
cial diocesan convention to be held
May 4.

Convention adopted a resolution
to conduct a yearlong study of
health benefits and costs. Also
adopted was a resolution that
empowered Episcopal Charities to
coordinate charitable giving within
the diocese, link congregational and
institutional outreach efforts, and
provide consulting services to (any)
congregation and social agency with
the diocese’s geographical area.

The $3.5 million diocesan budget
approved for 2002 represented an
increase of less than $100,000 over
the previous one.

Dennis Delman
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Mary Koch photo
The Rev. Silvestre Romero (right), Hispanic
missioner for the Diocese of Spokane, with the
Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston, who served as
chaplain for diocesan convention. Fr. Romero,
who provided simultaneous translation for
Spanish-speaking delegates, said he usually
translates word for word, but in the case of
Bishop Charleston’s rapid-fire delivery, he had
to translate “for meaning.”

‘Bold’ Plan

Ever since his consecration in
October 2000, Bishop James E. Wag-
goner has been urging the Diocese of
Spokane to “be bold in Christ.” The
diocese responded at its 2001 con-
vention by affirming a plan to
squeeze out every last dollar and
fully fund its Hispanic ministry one
more year. “Now that’s bold,” the
bishop told convention delegates in
Spokane Oct. 19.

In 1999, an anonymous donation
provided start-up funds that allowed
the diocese to call the Rev. Silvestre
Romero as full-time Hispanic mis-
sioner. The number of established
worshiping Hispanic communities
has grown from one to four in Ellens-
burg, Pasco, Prosser and Yakima.

The ministry operates on a shoe-
string budget — about $80,000 next
year for salary and expenses. Fund-
ing after 2002 looms as a large ques-
tion mark.

“We can never, ever allow the
money available to define the mis-
sion. The mission must define the
money called for,” said Bishop Wag-

goner. He quoted Frank Storey, who
was honored by convention upon his
retirement after 30 years as diocesan
treasurer. Mr. Storey always refused
to talk about money “unless we talk
about mission first,” the bishop
recalled.

Emphasis in the Hispanic ministry
to date has been on developing lay
leadership. Fr. Romero has also
raised awareness throughout the dio-
cese of the presence and needs of the
Spanish-language population. He
provides simultaneous translation
for Spanish-speaking delegates to
convention and has also served as a
translator at General Convention.

Another outgrowth of Fr. Romero’s
ministry has been a developing rela-
tionship between the dioceses of
Spokane and Belize, where Fr.
Romero’s father, the Rt. Rev.
Sylvestre Romero, is bishop.

The convention adopted a resolu-
tion establishing a companion rela-
tionship with Belize. In January some
40 individuals from around the dio-
cese will make a mission trip to the
tiny Central American country which
was devastated in October by Hurri-
cane Iris.

It will be the second such trip, and
it was planned before the hurricane.
The storm changed the nature and
urgency of the mission, said the Rev.
Peter Kalunian, rector of St. Paul’s,
Kennewick, Wash. Among the team
will be seven physicians (including
three surgeons), six nurses and a
nurse practitioner.

In addition to medical services, the
mission team anticipates helping
with reconstruction efforts during its
10-day visit.

Mary Koch

Eviction Reports

As the 2002 Winter Olympics in
Salt Lake City draw closer, persistent
eviction reports mostly of low-
income residents have surfaced. The
Diocese of Utah went on record in
opposition to this practice with a res-
olution adopted by clergy and lay
deputies to diocesan convention.

The resolution text, which was



written and proposed by members of
the recently formed Social Concerns
Committee, is to be sent to the gov-
ernor, the chairman of the Salt Lake
Olympic Organizing Committee, and
the mayors of cities in which the win-
ter games are to be held.
Convention adopted a substitute
resolution dealing with the voting
status of ex-officio members of the
standing committee. The original res-
olution called for seat and voice, but

no longer vote for the bishop, chan-
cellor, treasurer and convention sec-
retary.

The substitute resolution delayed
implementation of the canonical
change for one year during which
time ex-officio members would vol-
untarily refrain from voting. During
the interim, a canonical review task
force and the strategic planning
group will examine diocesan struc-
ture and make recommendations.

BRIEFLY...

After a brief spike in the aftermath
of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
church attendance has returned to
previous levels throughout the
United States. Some theologians
hoped that the tragedy would lead to
a profound change in America’s reli-
gious behavior, but Frank M. New-
port, editor-in-chief of the Gallup
Poll, told the New York Times the
facts do not seem to bear this out.

Nearly half of the bishops of the
Anglican Church of Australia have
refused to sign a docurnent drafted by
senior members to call the federal
government to account on a variety of
social issues. The Most Rev. Peter
Jensen, Archbishop of Sydney, is
quoted by the Sydney Morning Her-
ald as speaking for many when he
raised objections to the document’s
secular tone.

Arson is considered to be the most
likely cause of a blaze that resulted in
more than an estimated $1.5 million in
damage to Peterborough’s 12th-century
cathedral and its newly renovated
medieval painted wood ceiling. The
fire, which broke out the evening of
Nov. 23 in an aisle, caused extensive
smoke damage to the ceiling and choir
stalls. The cathedral is considered to be
one of England’s architectural gems,

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Most Rev. George L. Carey, has
denounced a prayer on his church’s
official website as blasphemous and

theologically unacceptable because it
includes Mohammed and Buddha
among Christian saints and prophets.
The prayer says that the founders of
Islam and Buddhism should be cele-
brated alongside the likes of Moses,
David and the Virgin Mary because
they “led God’s people to God’s light.”

The notion that Sharia or Islamic
judicial law, if imposed, would not
affect Christians is a lie, according to
the Rt. Rev. Henry Chukwudum
Ndukuba, Bishop of Gombe in the
Church of Nigeria. As if to underscore
his point, elsewhere in Nigeria one
person was killed and 10 churches,
including All Saints’ Anglican Cathe-
dral, were burned Nov. 29 by youth in
the city of Osogbo.

As the United States seeks interna-
tional cooperation for its war on ter
rorism, three Episcopal bishops are
urging President George W. Bush not
to allow the Sudan to use the altered
political climate to increase persecu-
tion of its Christian citizens. The Rt.
Rev. Robert Duncan, Bishop of Pitts-
burgh; the Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman,
Bishop of Quincy, and the Rt. Rev.
William Frey, retired Bishop of Col-
orado, joined with other church lead-
ers who wrote President Bush to
express concerns that violence in the
Sudanese civil war has increased
since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on
the United States.

e More briefs on page 21 ¢

New in Many Ways

Delegates got their first good look
at some of the “things new” in their
corporate life, and began to bid
farewell to their current bishop, at
convention in the Diocese of Missouri,
Nov. 16-17, at Christ Church Cathe-
dral in St. Louis.

Renovations at the cathedral are
progressing, includ-
ing modern eleva-
tors, a refurbished ° {
dining room and ¢
access for the dis- 3
abled. The improve- J,)
ments were funded L
by the diocese’s
recently concluded “Making All
Things New” capital campaign.

Clergy and lay delegates also got
better acquainted with their new
leader, nicknamed “Bishop X.” The
Rev. G. Wayne Smith, who was
elected bishop coadjutor just two
weeks earlier [TLC, Nov. 25], spoke
briefly. He will become Missouri’s
10th bishop in June of 2002 when the
Rt. Rev. Hays H. Rockwell retires.

In his address, Bishop Rockwell
spoke of “last times,” such as his last
round of episcopal offices before his
retirement. Reviewing the diocese’s
progress during his tenure, he cited
the redefinition of mission objec-
tives, which led to reorganization of
diocesan council and later to the four
portions of the capital campaign —
Youth and Campus Ministry, the
Poor, Congregational Development
and Episcopal Presence, which
included improvements at the cathe-
dral to make it more available to the
community at large. When he fin-
ished his address, delegates rose to a
standing ovation and a spontaneous
chorus of the Doxology.

A new generation will be repre-
sented among Missouri deputies to
General Convention in 2003.
Stephanie Rhodes, a Washington Uni-
versity student active in the new
Bishop Rockwell Campus Ministry
house, was one of four lay represen-
tatives chosen.

Virginia Benson
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The door of the Basilica of the Nativity.

Cherished

Bethlehem

“For out of you, Bethlehem-Ephrata . ..
shall come one who s to be ruler

in Israel; whose origin is of old . . .

his greatness shall reach the ends

of the earth; he shall be peace.”
(Micah 5:2,3,5)

By Jeanne Conte

No matter the current and continuing war that swirls in and
around, Bethlehem is a place of incredible joy — the joy of
knowing that Almighty God humbled himself by coming down
to earth as a tiny baby there. This city lies nestled high within
the Judean hills, not far from where shepherds watched over
their flocks that night. There is still a sort of glow that remains

at those fields today. Pilgrims attest to it and even cap-
ture it with their cameras — or is it the golden tones of
the stones there? It was in these fields near Bethlehem
where angels sang to the shepherds of Jesus’ birth in a
humble stable-cave that first Christinas 2,000 years ago.
The word Bethlehem means meat or flesh (Biet Lahm
in Arabic) and bread (Beit Lehem in Hebrew). Interest-
ingly, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life ...” (John 6:35).
And at the Last Supper, he said, “Take, eat; this is my
body” (Matt. 26:26). ‘
Bethlehem is so cherished that in spite ' !
of a continuum of dire problems, Pales- « «
tinian Christians cling to life in this place
as they have through centuries of hor-
rendous obstacles. Palestinian Chris-
tians continue as a majority of the 38,000
people who live in Bethlehem. They stay, w==
braving the storms that swirl around this
sacred site. Yet their plight is little known
to the rest of the Christian world.
Visiting Bethlehem has always been a
humbling and wonderful experience,
even during times of conflict. The city
rests 2,500 feet above sea level and about five miles south
of Jerusalem in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. At
evening it often looks riddled by war. But when the sun
comes up, clean and neatly dressed Christians emerge
from these bombed-out buildings and go about their busi-
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monk at the Shepherd's Field.

nesses, many as artisans creating olive wood and mother-
of-pearl symbols of Jesus’ birth. Here one finds the rare
silver five-starred Jerusalem (Crusader’s) cross, indicat-
ing the five wounds of Jesus. Some gather flowers to
press and place on holy cards. Many teach at or attend its
Bir Zeit University. Still others operate a large orphans’
home known as the S.0.S. Children’s Village. Many must
comuute to Jerusalem as there is not enough work in
Bethlehem, but too often the borders are arbitrarily
closed when they try to pass.

Pilgrims flock from around the world to
Bethlehem’s sacred places. Perhaps the oldest
of these is Rachel’'s tomb, which lies at the far
north entrance to the city. As told in Genesis
35:19, “Rachel died and was buried on the way
to Ephrath, that is Bethlehem. Jacob erected a
memorial over her grave; and this memorial
marks Rachel’s grave to this day.” It is incredi-
ble that this place survives, but it does,
enhanced by a Crusader-built dome.

Bethlehem was also where Naomi and her
daughter-in-law Ruth returned after their hus-
bands died in Moab. Ruth made her loving
entreaty to Naomi: “Do not ask me to forsake you! For
wherever you go I shall go; wherever you live I shall live,
your people shall be my people and your God my God”
(Ruth 1:16). Ruth met and married her second husband,
Boaz, in Bethlehem.



A window in the Basilica of the Nativity, Bethlehem. (Below: statue of angel near the Shepherd’s Field.)

David, the great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz, was also
born in Bethlehem. He tended his sheep not far away in
the shepherd's fields where he met the giant and sang his
psalms before becoming king of Israel. He was an ances-
tor of Jesus through Joseph, hence the terma — Jesus, Son
of David. This is why Joseph with Mary went to Bethle-
hem, fulfilling the aforementioned prophecy from Micah.

David's Wells, great cisterns between the Basilica of
the Nativity and Rachel's Tomb, lie on Manger Street,
which curves beside the place of Jesus’ birth. Tradition
tells that David became thirsty while battling the
Philistines and longed for water from the wells of his
boyhood home in Bethlehem. Three of his men managed
to bring him water from those wells.

And there is also the Milk Grotto, a short distance
southeast of the Basilica of the Nativity. It is one of the
traditional sites where the Holy Family stopped for
refreshment and refuge while enroute to Egypt. There
Mary is said to have nursed Jesus. Many women visit the
grotto, praying for the miracle of birth in their own lives.

But by far the most important site to Christianity is
what lies beneath the ancient Basilica of the Nativity, the
little cave or grotto which scholars believe to be the sta-
ble where Jesus was born. A large silver star lies in its
middle, reflecting in thought and design the star that
shone over the Holy Family — the same star that guided
the Wise Men from the East.

This hallowed Christian site was desecrated around
135 A.D., when Emperor Hadrian covered it with a pagan
temple to Adonis, a Roman god of love. In the early 4th
century, Emperor Constantine replaced the Adonis tem-
ple with the Basilica of the Nativity.

Some say the Basilica of the Nativity is the oldest con-
tinually operating church on earth. The Bethlehem basil-
ica was burned in 529 by Samaritans, but it was quickly
rebuilt in 531 by Emperor Justinian.

It was the only Christian church in the Holy Land not
destroyed by the Persians in 614, or the Saracens in 636.
They spared this place of the nativity because it held a
mosaic of the Wise Men dressed in Persian garb.

But through the years, other marauders rode

Jeanne Conte photos

roughshod within the church. Thatis why two of its three
exterior doors were sealed, and the third lowered so that
no horses could ride again within this hallowed place.
Known as the Door of Humility, people must humble
themselves by bowing low in order to enter the place
where Jesus was born.

The people of Bethlehem welcomed the Crusaders, led
by Tancred, in 1099. The Crusaders made extensive
fortress-like renovations on the basilica, hoping to offer it
protection. They were driven out by the Saracens in 1189,

T

but a treaty returned the basilica to the Christians in
1229-44. This past century Bethlehem was again buffeted,
as war tossed it from one authority to another.

The angels sang of peace when Jesus was born — the
peace for which Bethlehem and the world so longs today.
As the Palestinian Christians in Bethlehem say: “Salaam
alatkum.” (Peace be upon you.) At this time, perhaps
more now than ever, people around the world are pray-
ing that the Prince of Peace will spare this sacred city
more violence, and send his blessings to enfold the place
of his birth. a

Jeanne Conte is a photojournalist who lives in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

DECEMBER 23. 2001 - THE LIVING CHURCH 11



Mary

Transcendent

your countenance
circles
the Child
with earthly
love
By Joseph K. Acton
C.S. Lewis touched upon a great truth when he said, “In modern thought His nasceggcfll esh
Man stands at the top of a stair whose foot is lost in obscurity; in (medieval) Of your Y
thought he stands at the bottom of a stair whose top is invisible with light” awes us
(The Discarded Image). aura
We might apply the latter view to Jesus as well. His dwelling place, his home ofthe Divine
is “invisible with light,” or as Eucharistic Prayer D in the Book of Common
Prayer says, He “dwells in light inaccessible from before time and forever.” Yet )
he deigns to come and live among us. We begin to encounter reality not in hesitantly
obscurity at the top of the stair, but in faith and mystery, at the bottom looking we approach
up into light. We need to discover again the humility, the lowliness and sur- seeking
render that has caused Christians over the ages to look up in adoration and to behold
longing. We must once again expect great, mysterious and wonderful things th .
from life, from the author of life, and from Christmas, the season of God’s e. nymmous
life made flesh. natwity.
We can only celebrate Christmas rightly from the bottom of the stair.
To believe in the Incarnation, that God was actually made flesh in Jesus a long jow-ney
and become one of us, touchable and vulnerable to us, is to believe that .
N . . o . of starlight
reality is by “nature” supernatural Life’s meaning extends far beyond ) h bl
what my eyes can see or my reason can comprehend. What is real settles upon the stable
finds its reality in God alone. Such a Being, by definition, could
make himself known in any way or form he chooses. It is both a unto tous a Childis given
shock and an unspeakable delight that he would make himself but it is your Babe
known to us in the smooth, tiny features of a baby in Bethlehem. e
He who is Light inaccessible has been “made accessible.” He ary
who is high and exalted finds his throne upon dirty straw in a Lo gather .
barn amid the squalor, pain and littleness of human life. With with the dumb animals
all the striving and climbing of our success-oriented culture, submissive in worship.
it is perhaps most necessary for us to be reminded that
the Christmas miracle happens not at the top, i !
but at “the bottom of the stair.” LA .
mother and Child
The Rev. Joseph K. Acton is the suckling each other
vicar of St. Timothy's Church, _ with life.
San Diego, Calif.
holy mother
= obedient virgin
incase us
within that circle
of life and love
near the fruit
of your womb
Jesus.

Robert M. Durkee
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It was the night before

Christmas. It was also a dark
and stormy night. The streets
of downtown Miami were
deserted and slick with rain.
My car glided northward on
Biscayne Boulevard. It was the
first Christmas Eve in more than 40 years
that I wasn't doing a midnight service somewhere.

My wife, Lynne, whose special ministry since moving to
South Florida has been the New Life Shelter for homeless
families, had suggested that a Eucharist at the shelter
might be an appropriate way to celebrate the first Christ-
mas of the new millennium. “After all, Jesus was among the
homeless in Bethlehem,” she suggested.

Would anyone show up for such a service? After all, the
shelter had been blessed with gifts, goodies and carolers
from a half-dozen local churches. We didn't have presents
or snacks, just the Christmas gospel and the presence of
Christ in the breaking of the bread.

In the back seat were Joan and her mother, Virginia.
Joan was a professional singer from New York down for

We didn’t have presents or snacks,
Just the Christmas gospel

and the presence of Christ

in the breaking of the bread.

what would prove to be her legally blind mother’s last
Christmas. Joan had volunteered to lead the singing. Vir-
ginia said she would “look after the children.”

When we arrived at the shelter, there was a small pen-
ciled note on the dining hall door. “Fr. Libby will conduct a
Christmas Eve Mass at 8 p.m. in the dining hall.” It was
about 10 minutes to 8:00 and the room was vacant except
for three almost-teenaged boys who were watching TV.

The shelter is in a 1950s-vintage motel. Its guest rooms
can hold no more than 15 families, which
gives it a maximum capacity of
around 60. As I set up the
communion vessels at
the end of one of
the long tables,
families

Holy

Room at the [ 13

began to appear and I discovered that I was being observed
attentively by a 6-year-old girl with sandy hair and a cocoa-
colored complexion. As parents watched, a gaggle of little
children were instinctively drawn to Virginia’s snow-white
hair. She cocked her head from side to side to catch a
glimpse, with her peripheral vision, of the young ones sur-
rounding her. A 3-year-old was welcomed into her lap. Joan
commandeered the almost-teenaged boys before they
could plot some mischief, and turned them into a choir.

“O Come all ye faithful” took on a special meaning as did
such gospel proclamations as “Fear not,” and “There was
no room at the inn.” My little sandy-haired friend had prob-
ably never heard of an acolyte, yet she instinctively stood
at my side with hands folded as I consecrated the bread
and the wine. She then reverently followed me about the
room as I administered communion while Joan and her trio
sang “Silent Night.”

There were no refreshments, but no one seemed to want
to leave. We heard stories of successes and disappoint-
ments, hopes and resolutions for the coming year. The
mother of my acolyte was discouraged because she could-
n't find any decent day care for her children while she went
to job interviews.

Now, a year later, there is “room at the inn,” and a child
care program soon will be established thanks to the gen-
erosity of Episcopal Relief and Development, formerly the
Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, who sent the
shelter a letter dated Nov. 16 announcing a $30,000 grant.
This, along with more than $30,000 raised from Miami-
Dade County parishes and the Diocese of Southeast
Florida Episcopal Foundation guarantees the program will
open early in 2002. What a Christmas gift! Qa

The Rev. Bob Libby is a retired priest who lives in
Key Biscayne, Fla. He is the author of The

Forgiveness Book, Grace Hap-
pens and Coming to Faith.

Trilogy

We kneel to Him this Holy Eve,
and at his manger-bed perceive

Child of the universe, the wonder of this Infant King
Maker of the stars, sent to us to choicely bring
Welcome His gift: His healing trilogy —

to the stable. faith, trust and charity.
Joanna M. Weston Betty Rivera
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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Did You Know...

Patriot Patrick Henry
delivered his famous “Give
me liberty or give me
death” plea at St. John’s
Church, Richmond, Va.

Quote of the Week

Bruce Corneley, parishioner
at Holy Trinity, Gainesville,
Fla., on blended worship (dif-
ferent types of music in the
same service): “There is
room for everyone in the
Anglican Communion, just
not in the same room,
please.”

What Christmas

It’s Santa and Rudolph vs. Linus and the
Grinch.

No, I'm not referring to some kind of
tag-team wrestling match (nor even a
“celebrity death match,” for those of you
who watch MTV). Instead, I'm referring to
characters in classic children’s Christmas
shows, and the very different messages
they send. I do have to say that I love
these shows. In the “primitive” pre-VCR
days of my childhood, in the early '70s,
there was only one chance per year to see
them, so my brothers and I would comb
TV Guide religiously to make sure we did-
n’t miss any of them. Today, I still look
forward to watching our tapes of these
shows with my kids during December.

I also am aware that these shows send
mixed messages about the meaning of
Christmas, ranging from glorious to awful.
The most egregious offenders are
“The Year Without a Santa e
Claus” and “Rudolph the N\j"lw'\‘-"’ ‘
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” In i af

the former, Santa consid- o o
. 1 r

ers taking a year off, g P

much to the consterna- L _1: o

tion of all. And in the
latter, Santa actually
utters the theologi-
cally horrible words,
“We’ll have to cancel
Christmas.” The mes-
sage from both shows
for a child is that §,
Christmas is dependent
upon the presence and §
presents of Santa. In our
heavily consumerist society, (
that’s an easy trap for a child to

fall into. It’s an easy trap for adults

as well. (How much of your Advent prepa-
ration and energy centers around shop-
ping for gifts?)

On the positive side, Dr. Seuss’s “How
The Grinch Stole Christmas” sends the
strong message that Christmas is much
more than all the cultural trappings which
the Grinch steals in a vain attempt to pre-
vent Christmas. In the words of Dr. Seuss,
“It came without ribbons. It came without
tags. It came without packages, boxes, or
bags ... He hadn’t stopped Christmas
from coming. It came. Somehow or other,
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is All About

it came just the same.” The story of the
conversion of the Grinch points away
from Christmas as “something that comes
from a store.” But, sadly, it still misses the
boat. It doesn’t point toward anything
beyond Christmas
as a warm, fuzzy
time with family
and friends.

To get to the
real meaning of
Christmas, we
have to turn to the
pre-eminent
Christmas cartoon
theologian, Linus
Van Pelt, in “A
Charlie Brown Christmas.” Charlie Brown
expresses our great cultural angst when
he says, “Christmas is coming, but I'm not

happy. I don’t feel the way I'm sup-
posed to feel. I like getting pres-
ents, and sending Christmas

In the midst of all
the distractions

our culture provides
during this season,
may we never forget
that central message
of the gospel.

-7
"
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Coy cards, and decorating trees

,
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and all that, but I'm still
not happy.” How many
countless souls in our
culture resonate with
his ambivalence? Fortu-
nately for Charlie,
Linus is there to remind
him of what Christmas
is all about. Linus may
be a little fuzzy when it
comes to the Great
Pumpkin, but he hits the
nail on the head with
Christmas when he quotes
; from the second chapter of
! Luke: “I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord’
... That’s what Christmas is all about,
Charlie Brown.” It is as simple and as
wonderful as that.

In the midst of all the distractions our
culture provides during this season, may
we never forget that central message of
the gospel. a

o
..‘,7

Our guest columnist is the Rev. James P.
Haney YV, rector of Good Shepherd
Church, Wichita, Kan.



EDITORIALS

A Prayer at Christmas

O God, your passionate Word to our warring and
divided world is Jesus who, arms stretched upon a cross,
breaks down all walls of division and hostility and holds
all people and all creation in a fierce embrace of unyield-
ing and unconquerable love.

As we celebrate his birth in the shadow of September
and all that has happened in its wake, give us eyes to see
that the One who lies in the manger is more than a baby:
he is our peace. May Christ find room in our hearts anew
to love the world through us “for the healing of the
nations.”

This we pray in the name of the One who reconciled all
things to you and is source and ending of our life, Jesus,
Emmanuel.

Amen

(The Most Rev.) Frank T. Griswold
Presiding Bishop and Primate
Christmas, 2001

The Most Important News of All

We would do well to pause from gathering and reporting
the news of the church and even from pondering the after-
math of the tragic events of Sept. 11 in order to reflect on
the most important news of all. That is that God has come
among us in the person of Jesus Christ. This good news,
the coming of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection, is the
gospel message proclaimed by the church in this holy sea-
son. The news of the church reported in this magazine and
elsewhere, is important, to be sure, but it pales when com-
pared to the good news of the gospel.

As we pause, we express our warm Christmas greetings
to our readers. While we gather with families and friends
in holiday celebrations, let us be mindfu! of this good news
as we give glory to God in the highest and seek peace for
his people on earth.

Well, I was looking for some bayberry candles,
and suddenly I had the urge to buy sparklers instead.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Decision Was Correct

I would like to reply both to David
Kalvelage's column [TLC, Nov. 25] and
the letter of Mr. Wicks in the same
issue.

Judge Peter Messitte’s decision is not
a “new” precedent. More than a century
ago, in the case WATSON v. JONES (13
Wallace 679, 1872), the U. S. Supreme
Court ruled in a parish property dispute
in the Presbyterian Church (a hierarchi-
cal church) setting forth the Watson
Rule or Rule of Deference. The rule is,
in a hierarchical church, whenever the
highest judicatory rules on ecclesiasti-
cal questions (questions of discipline,
faith, church rule, custom or law), civil
courts must accept such decisions as
binding. The rule was elevated to a con-
stitutional principle in a later case
(Kedroff, 1952).

The ruling held until recently, when
the court broadened it, and said that in
addition to it, the civil courts also may
use “neutral principles of law” (that is
using language of deeds, terms of local

church charters and provisions of
national church constitutions) as well
as state property laws. (In using any
one of these, civil courts may not inter-
pret church doctrine.)

Judge Messitte ruled correctly, fol-
lowing precedent, since Christ Church
is a part of a hierarchical church. To
avoid such disputes landing in civil
courts, the Supreme Court suggested,
the solution is to alter the national con-
stitution or canon law. I do not have all
of the facts by which Bishop Dixon
judged the situation nor the motives for
action by the vestry. There may be no
winners in the dispute, but I hope a just
solution will emerge.

John Macauley
Lawrence, Kan.

I am not all that clear as to how the
event in Maryland has been so trau-
matic for the church, as David Kalve-
lage elaborates [TLC, Nov. 25].

I am confused by his concern for

TAKE A Lac

Letyour son experience life at Christ
School by staying in a student
house, attending class, and meeting
teachers and students. He’ll like

what he sees.

Open House
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April 21 & 22,2002

CHRIST SCHOOL
A National Leader in

Educating Boys

Episcopal affiliated, college preparatory, boarding and day school for boys, grades |
8-12 with a 500 acre wooded campus near Asheville and the Blue Ridge Mountains.

500 CHRIST SCHOOL ROAD, ARDEN, NORTH CAROLINA 28704 |
ADMISSION: 828-684-6232 EXT. 106 OR 800-422-3212 WWW.CHRISTSCHOOL.ORG
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traditional Anglo-Catholics. From
whereI sit, I should think he should be
lamenting the demise of the low
church tradition, i.e., (a) The
Eucharist has become the standard
Sunday worship service, not Morning
Prayer and sermon; (b) Cassock and
surplice are no longer the standard
garb for most clergy; (c) The present
BCP includes a variety of special litur-
gies for special days, which is a good
thing, although I get confused as some
Anglo-Catholicism seems to lament
the passing of the 1928 BCP, which
many of them did not use since it was

so limiting in this and other regards.
If anything is gone from the Episco-
pal Church in the early 21st century, it
is not Anglo-Catholicism, it is the low-

church tradition, in which I grew up.
(The Rev.) David Rivers
Philadelphia, Pa.

David Kalvelage’s columan, “Never
Again the Same Church” was right on
target. To those laity who have criti-
cized TLC for devoting too much
space to Accokeek, I saytheyhad best
pay attention, and mark it well, for if
they have a revisionist bishop, their
time will come when they are not
allowed the rector of their choice.
Canon law is being violated by the
revisionist bishops and the vestries are
without recourse if Judge Messitte’s
decision is allowed to stand.

Bishop Pro-Tempore Jane Dixon,
according to the minutes of the dioce-
san council, has already spent more
than $500,000 of diocesan funds in dis-
counted legal fees in her personal law-
suit against Accokeek and the Rewv.
Sam Edwards. Bishop Dixon appears
to be unrelenting in her efforts to
remove all authority from the vestry,
even while the appeal is being
processed in the federal court system.
All this, for what? For the destruction
of a priest and a little country parish
because they don’t agree with her the-
ology? All Episcopalians should hang
their heads in shame, for we have
allowed it to happen.

Brad Hutt
Brandywine, Md.



I read with amazement David Kalve-
lage’s incoherent column, “Never
Again the Same Church.” Let us exam-
ine the points he made:

1. Canon law will never be the same.
If anything, the judge’s decision
upholds the spirit of the law by
strengthening the bishop’s hand in
exercising her right of oversight of
parish affairs on behalf of the whole
church. No parish is an island to itself.
No diocese can call a bishop without
the approval of a majority of standing
committees of the other dioceses of
the Episcopal Church. Why should a
parish be any different in the calling of
its rector?

2. The movement of orthodox
clergy is restricted. If by orthodox he
refers to those who hold fast to that
which has been proved to build up the
church for all the members of the
church, then those who insist upon
male clergy fail the standard. Insis-
tence upon male clergy is oppressive
by any rational standard of behavior.
Those who insist upon male clergy are
oppressors by definition, and it is spir-
itually dangerous for the oppressor to
assume a self-serving and false role as
victim.

3. Traditional Anglo-Catholics do
not have a bright future. The Rev.
Bruce Rahtjen, then rector of a tradi-
tional Anglo-Catholic parish, St.
Mary's of Kansas City, Mo., once made
a distinction between tradition and
traditionalism. Tradition makes sense
as long as it is informed by scripture,
reason and experience, i.e. aslong as it
is a living tradition. Once it loses any
of the other elements of life, then it
becomes dead and empty, i.e. tradi-
tionalism.

4. Parishes will no longer be able to
call whom they want as rector. I fail to
see the harm here. Given the fact that
we have an episcopal polity rather
than a congregational polity, I think it
might be reassuring to know that
parishes may not call just any unsuit-
able person just because they want to.
If the good people of Accokeek had
called an avowed racist, would he still
be “duly qualified?” Just whose ox is
gored here?

Twenty plus years of whining about
the ordination of women is enough.
It’s time for those who oppose the
ordination of women to grow up, to
move on and to get back to the busi-
ness of creating disciples in the whole
and holy name of our Lord.

(The Rev.) Stephan P. Beaity
Christ Church
Somers Point, N.J.

The sky is not falling as David
Kalvelage’s column suggests. What
very well may be at end, I hope, is the
ill manners of a priest to cancel two
meetings with the person a diocese
regards as its acting ordinary, then
accusing that person of not acting
within the time allotted by canon law.

The Anglo-Catholic tradition has
always had a bit of under-siege mind-
set, and the editor’s comments foster
it with notions that the tradition does
not have a “bright future.”

If the casuistry of the erstwhile
rector of St. John’s, Accokeek, is rep-
resentative of the tradition, the asser-
tion has merit. To assume that he is
representative does a great disserv-
ice to a vital and rich part of our her-
itage in the American church.

(The Rev.) Bill Easter
Rio Rancho, N.M.

Dangerous Strategy

In her article, “Cultures in Con-
flict” [TLC, Nov. 25], Becca Chapman
suggests that the Episcopal Church
can be broken into four distinct cul-
tures which are in obvious conflict.
Actually, it would appear that Ms.
Chapman belongs to a fifth culture.
That is, those who seek to base their
theory of ministry not on scriptural
or traditional understandings of
ecclesiology, but on the modern prac-
tices of secular business.

We are not running businesses. We
are disparate communities united in
Christ, extending God’s grace to a
broken world. Taking our cues from
the secular world has nearly always
proven a dangerous mode of opera-
tion. St. Stephen’s Church, Sewick-
ley, where the author ia a member, is

THE TELEIOS FOUNDATION

RESURRECTION & GLORY:
RUSSIAN EASTER AND
THE GOLDEN RING
Russian Easter in St. Petersburg
& Russia’s Golden Ring of
Ancient Towns
May 1 - 15, 2002
All-Inclusive Price: $4195

vk

Formore information please call
(800) 835-3467

Visit us online at
www.tclciosfoundation.org

EPISCOPAL SOFTWARE
LIBRARY

Canonical Parish Registry
1979 & 1928 Book of Common Prayer
NIV, NRSV, RSV Eucharistic Lectionary Texts
Revised Common Lectionary
Christian Education
Book of Occasional Services
Lesser Feasts and Fasts
Spanish & French Resources
Membership & Contributions
Palm/Handheld/PocketPC Software
— and more — |

For Windows and Macintosh

SOFTWARE SHARING MINISTRIES |
PO BOX 32059

Juneau, Alaska 99803 |
907-463-4585
Email: ssministry @aol.com
Website: http://members.aol.com/ssministry

‘< DUBLIN
& . - .
9 Ecumenical Seminar
#  July 13-22, '02
| g, & Church of Ireland Theol. |
College & Trinity College |
“Celts, Christians, Current Crises”
Irish Interfaith Lecturers
Day Trips, All Meals
Low Air Fares - optional Irish tours
Another Unique Program from:
INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS
900 S.E. 6th Court
FT.LAUDERDALE, FL 33301
Phone 954/523-0515
semtrav@yahoo.com

DECEMBER 23, 2001 * THE LIVING CHURCH 17



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

a vibrant parish in our diocese, and
has much to offer the wider church
irrespective of divergent cultures.
Following through on Ms. Chapman’s
suggestion that churches be granted
permission to separate amenably
does nothing but impoverish us all.
(The Rev.) James B. Simons
St. Michael's of the Valley Church
Ligonier, Pa.

A Guide to World Religions
and Christian Traditions

RICHARD R. LOSCH

The Oxford English Dictionary
credits William Caxton with the first
recorded use of “culture” in 1483.
Since its meaning has weakened, “fac-
tion” seems appropriate for liberals,
inclusives, evangelicals and Anglo-
Catholics. A person may belong to all
four depending upon the issue.

Not only is humankind dispersed
but from creation has been freed. Just

n this fascinating

and very useful book,
Richard R. Losch pro-
vides short descriptions
of the main beliefs and

most influential religious traditions, including the denominational
branches of Christianity. Losch focuses on what is essential for under-
standing each faith covered and dispels many of the myths and mis-

conceptions concerning them.
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spirituality worldwide.

ISBN 0-8028-3910-X 200 pages * hardcover * $19.00
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practices of the world’s
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as the parable of the prodigal tells of

dying and bargaining, so does God

await us patiently until we are found.

Rather than cultures in conflict we
have factions in freedom.

Patricia Swift

Boca Raton, Fla.

“Cultures in Conflict” is one of the
best assessments of where the Episco-
pal Church is now. I have believed for
some time that the effort to sustain
unity in diversity has already become
futile and approaches failure. It cer-
tainly is frustrating,

I agree that it would be best for all
concerned — Anglo-Catholic, evangel-
ical, broad church and liberal — to
“cut loose the children with their
inheritance intact.” However, I would
give very long odds (if I were a gam-
bler) of this happening. Why should
the “liberals,” who are now obviously
in control, allow this to happen? When
the Presiding Bishop says things such
as “There will never again be a bishop
of the Episcopal Church consecrated
who does not believe in the validity of
women in holy orders,” he continues
to throw down the gauntlet to those of
a traditional bent.

Let me make myself clear. I do not
oppose women deacons, priests or
bishops, but I will fight with all my
might to preserve the rights of those
who do oppose this because I can see
that it is a valid position, upheld by
scripture, reason and tradition.

So, as much as I agree with Ms.
Chapman, I think her suggestion has a
snowball’'s chance in hell of even
being considered, let alone carried
out, by those who are now in power.

(The Rev.) Walter Griesmeyer
Church of the Good Shepherd
Momence, 1ll.

About Fundamentalists

I read with interest Ms. Arpee’s let-
ter [TLC, Nov. 11] and disagree. Fun-
damentalism, whether Jewish,
Islamic or Christian, is the seed bed,
with its accompanying ingredients,
which makes plants grow, and not
necessarily plants of sweetness and
light.

To say that “nice” fundamentalists



may exist is the same as saying there
were undoubtedly some “nice” Nazis
and “nice” Communists in the world.

The basic tenet of fundamentalism,
as I understand it, is the infallibility of
book or bishop. I suppose this makes
Roman Catholics fundamentalists
also, with their strange papal doc-
trines. A friend and former Roman
Catholic calls them “fundamentalists
with ritual.” And the book which
many hold to be literally true and
incapable of error has been used to
justify discrimination against women,
foreigners, religions, gays, lesbians,
people who are left-handed, and the
list goes on. To turn over one’s judg-
ment and intellect so completely to
any authority is dangerous — to all
concerned.

Christian fundamentalists in this
country have waged various “holy
wars,” perhaps the most notable
being prohibition. The result was the
establishment of a venomous, power-
ful criminal empire which will proba-
bly never be extricated from
American society. Evenscience is not
imraune from their probing and para-
noia: Consider the campaigns against
the theory of evolution. Science, to its
credit, calls this a theory. Fundamen-
talists refer to creationism as a fact.

If fundamentalist “Christianity” was
the only option for me to be Christian,
I would immediately go to the nearest
Buddhist temple and sign up.

Robert F! Dorum
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

There’s a Reason

Robert Hancock [TLC, Nov. 25],
responding to the “Righteous Anger”
essay [TLC, Nov. 4] clairos that making
forgiveness of a wrongdoer contingent
on his repentance is contrary to scrip-
ture. He cites two passages: Christ’'s
words, “Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do,” and the part of
the Lord’s Prayer that says “Forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.”

It is, of course, dangerous to get one’s
theology from two scriptural passages
in English translation. However, neither
of these passages strikes me as incon-
sistent with the demand that wrongdo-

ers be repentant before forgiveness.
Christ does not ask for blanket forgive-
ness, but rather gives a reason why
these particular wrongdoers should be
forgiven — namely, that they are igno-
rant that they are killing the true son of
God. (Would he have said “Father for-
give them although they know full well
what they are doing"?) Also, a very nat-
ural reading of the English word “as” is

“in the manner of’ — e.g., “Do it as I
do.” Thus the passage in the Lord’s
Prayer can surely be read to mean “If I
make my own forgiveness of others
contingent on their repentance, then I
must regard it as proper for God to
make his forgiveness of me contingent
on my repentance.”
Jeffrie G. Murphy
Phoenix, Ariz.
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Appointments

The Rev. Michael Fry is rector of St.
Mary’s, PO Box 7671, Fresno, CA 93747.

The Rev. Lloyd W. Johnson is rector of St.
Alban’s, 7308 St. Joe Rd., Fort Wayne, IN
46805-1596.

The Rev. Kevin Kelly is rector of Trinity,
520 11th St., Huntington, WV 25701.

The Rev. David R. MacDonald is rector of
St. Luke’s, PO Box 603, Denison, TX 75021.

Ordinations
Deacons

Virginia — Joseph P. Murphy, St. Mary'’s,
Fleeton, and St. Stephen’s, Heathsville, VA.

Priests
Southwestern Virginia — Connie Jackson.

Retirements

The Rev. Stephen Mills, as rector of Holy
Family, Fresno, CA.

The Rev. Ken Richards, as rector of St.
Michael's, Ridgecrest, CA.

Deaths

The Rev. Canon W. David Crockett,
canon emeritus of the Diocese of West-
ern Massachusetts, died Oct. 24 n West-
erly, RL He was 81.

Canon Crockett was born in Charlestown,
RI, and raised in Westerly. He graduated from
Emerson College, Tufts University and the
Episcopal Theological School. During World
War II he served as the executive officer of a
service group in Italy, France and Germany.
Following the war he remained in the Air
Force Reserve and retired as a lieutenant
colonel in 1963. He was a teacher in the West-
erly public schools and at the University of
Massachusetts, Emerson College and North-
eastern University. He was ordained to the
diaconate in 1955 and to the priesthood in
1956 in the Diocese of Rhode Island, and
served as priest-in-charge, then rector of Holy
Trinity, Riverton, RI, 1955-568. He was rector
of Emmanuel, Springdale, CT, 1958-65, then
became executive secretary of Province 1. He
served as canon to the Bishop of Western
Massachusetts from 1967 until his retirement
in 1986. In recent years he was an associate at
Christ Church, Westerly. Canon Crockett was
active in ecumenical ministry and was presi-
dent of the Stamford-Darien (CT) Council of
Churches, the Massachusetts Council of
Churches, and the Interfaith Council of West-
em Massachuetts. The Massachusetts Coun-
cil of Churches awarded him its Forrest L.
Knapp Ecumenical Award in 1986 “for excel-
lence and persistence in advancing the unity
and mission of Christ’s church in the com
monwealth.” He was the author of a variety
of tracts and articles and of five books. He is
survived by his son, William, of Tiverton, RI,
his daughter, Deborah C. Andre, of Wilbra-
ham, MA, three grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.



BRIEFLY...

As a result of a cooperative effort
among offices at the Episcopal
Church Center in New York, overseas
U.S. military personnel will receive
Christmas greetings this year. The
anthrax scare has caused delays in the
delivery of mail overseas. Episcopal
Relief and Development is collecting
cards made by children in Episcopal
schools and some Sunday schools.
Episcopal chaplains serving overseas
will help distribute the greetings.

The Rt. Rev. Ramén Taibo Sienes,
head of the Spanish Episcopal
Reformed Church from 1966 to 1983,
died Oct. 26 after a long illness.
Because of his links as a teacher and
writer with the Republican left wing
during the Spanish Civil War, Bishop
Sienes was imprisoned for five years
by dictator Francisco Franco.

A pontifical document has been
issued electronically for the first time
in history, according to the Vatican. In
a ceremony at the Apostolic Palace on
Nov. 22, Pope John Paul II signed a
message summing up the work of a
meeting of the bishops of Oceania
held at the Vatican in 1998. For several
years the Vatican has posted
documents on its website (www.vati-
can.va), but only after distributing
them in print first.

The Very Rev. James A. Diamond,
Dean of Christ Church Cathedral in
Cincinnati, was recently elected presi-
dent of the Community of the Cross of
Nails in the United States. The com-
munity is an international Christian
network of individuals and institu-
tions who share a practical vision of
reconciliation among all people. It
was founded at Coventry Cathedral in
England during World War II.

The Diocese of Central Buganda in
the Church of the Province of Uganda
has suspended more than 30 priests
for being bachelors. The Rev. Martin
Kiwanuka, secretary of the diocese,

Next week...

The Year in Review

told The Monitor newspaper that
unmarried priests are more likely to
love other people’s wives and cause
conflicts. According to Fr. Kiwanuka,
the priests will not be allowed to carry
out any church work until they can
prove that they have been lawfully
married.

In perhaps the first study of land
ownership since 1872, the Church of
England cannot account for real
estate worth nearly $7 billion, accord-
ing to the study author, Kevin Cahill.
Mr. Cahill said he can find no record
for more than 1.5 million acres. The
last census in 1872 listed property
holdings of 2.13 million acres.

Globalization is not working and
Christians have an “uncomfortable”
duty to participate in decisions about
the future of the world economy,
according to the Most Rev. Rowan D.
Williams, Archbishop of Wales. He
spoke recently at a gathering of the
Christian Association of Business
Executives in London. Th