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SUNDAY’S READINGS

Eternal Life Now

What must I do to inherit eternal life?’ (Mark 10:17)

The 18th Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 12, 2003 (Proper 23B)
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90 (or Psalm 90:1-8, 12); Heb. 3:1-6; Mark 10:17-27(28-31)

A man runs up to Jesus. He was not
leisurely spending time with Jesus. He
does not casually come up to Jesus. He
is a man in a hurry with much on his
mind, worried about yesterday’s invest-
ments and the futures’ market. He runs
because he knows that timing in the
market is crucial. He is characterized by
a spirit of restless acquisition. He wants
to add the best to his portfolio. Eternal
life sounded like a good investment. If
only he could inherit eternal life he
would be rich indeed. However, Jesus
contrasts eternal life with money — not
that money is bad, not that people who
have money cannot live in the kingdom
of God. It is just that eternal life calls for
a different focus. When Jesus suggests
to him that he sell all that he has and
give the money to the poor, the man is
shocked and goes away sad. His focus
was gain. Divesting himself of his goods
was not his purpose, but rather increas-
ing his goods by adding eternal life to his
storehouse. His encounter with Jesus
ended up like a bad market day.

Eternal life is not limited to the
afterlife. Many references to eternal
life in scripture indicate that it is a gift
from God now. Eternal life also is not
endless time, a succession of one
moment after another, on and on end-
lessly. God is not bound by our division
of time into past, present and future.
God holds everything together in the
ever-present now. This is one of the
nuances of eternal life. Eternal life is

Look It Up

the realm of God as God holds
together all things in the all present
The pathetic rich man could not per-
ceive eternal life because he could not
stop to see the present moment. He
was always running into the future
envisioning his elusive greater wealth.

Amos tells us to seek the Lord and
live, and God will be with us. For Amos
this is not just some mystical good
feeling. His mysticism results in jus-
tice, another nuance of eternal life.
There is no injustice when God holds
everything together. Just as God’s eter-
nal life does not except the limits of
time, it also does not except the limits
of insiders and outsiders. We can leamn
from the past and must plan for the
future, God willing, but God is found
now, eternal justice is now.

The Buddhist concept of mindful-
ness may be helpful to us in seeking
God. Mindfulness is the practice of
completely being where we are in the
present. We Christians may add to the
Buddhist concept that if we can prac-
tice mindfulness we will find God, the
God Amos urges us to seek, the God
the rich man could not see because he
was running. Brother Lawrence in the
17th century made this connection in
what he called the practice of the pres-
ence of God. He even saw working in
the kitchen on dirty pots and pans as
an encounter with God. Brother
Lawrence lived in the present moment.
He lived in eternal life. So may we.

For more on mindfulness check out the book Wherever You Go There You Are
by Jon Kabat-Zinn. For more on Brother Lawrence, read his The Practice of the

Presence Of God.
Think About It

How often are we off somewhere else from where we physically stand? Are not
the most satisfying moments those when we are present, in attendance, to the
moment God has given us here and now? Could those moments just be a glimpse
of eternal life, a glimpse of the presence of God?

Next Sunday

The 19th Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 19, 2003 (Proper 24B)
Isaiah 53:4-12; Psalm 91 (or Psalm 91:9-16); Heb. 4:12-16; Mark 10:35-45
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SEAD International 7&’
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“Anglicanism: History and Hope”
A Colloguium on Anglican Christianity

Guest Speakers George Carey * Alister McGrath * Robert Prichard * Jeremy
Begbie * Joan O'Donovan * Jobn Webster * Ashley Null * Thomas Smail * Edith
Humphrey * Michael Thompson * Jobn Chew * Jobn Karanja

SEAD Theologians Don Armstrong * Kathryn Greene-McCreight * Ephraim
Radner * R. R. Reno * Christopber Seitz * George Sumner * Philip Turner

January 8 — 10, 2004 Charleston, SC
April 22 - 24, 2004 Colorado Springs, CO

Also SEAD House of Studies (limit 30) January 4 — 7, 2004 at Saint
Christopher Camp & Conference Center (Seabrook Island, SC) with Tom
Smail, Mike Thompson, and Christopher Seitz

Further Details to Follow!

Advance Booking:
Contact SEAD International at SEADInt@aol.com
SEAD International, PO Box 31916, Charleston, SC 29417
(843) 224-9161
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BOOKS

dox theology, along with a tasteful
number of photographs and a handful
of helpful maps. Bishop Ware’s book is
probably still the best for the inquirer
about Orthodoxy's belief and practice,
but for the reader interested in a fresh
perspective on the cultural, political
and artistic dimensions of Orthodox
life, this will make a fine textbook.
Richard J. Mammana, Jr.
Lake Delaware, N.Y.

Image and Spirit
Finding Meaning in the Visual Arts
By Karen Stone. Augsburg. Pp. 171. $16.99.
ISBN 0806645504.

Here, at last, is a handbook for any-
one who wants a way to approach the

visual arts. Karen Stone,

an artist, college art a
instructor, and special-
ist in art for a school n

system, gives the reader
a vocabulary, a direc-
tion, and questions to
ask as well as a direc-
tion for interacting with
visual art.

She ignores many of
the traditional, limiting methods of
standard art criticism, choosing
instead a more personal approach
appropriate for each individual
viewer. While this seems to fit in with
the general deconstructionist attitude
that all meaning that matters is my
meaning and, therefore, any interpre-
tation is fine, Ms. Stone suggests that
personal response and interpretation,
within a basic vocabulary, is often the
way we can find our blind eyes
opened by the Spirit of God. Thus, a
piece of art becomes the communica-
tor rather than the communication
between the artist and the viewer. If
one is able to accept this basic prem-
ise, the book offers many avenues of
exploration.

Karen Stone agrees with many who
feel that art, like royalty, should speak
first. We need to quiet our minds and
let the art be the communicator. She
gives us the words, a set of questions
and activities, and a door through
which to enter. The rest is up to us.

Elizabeth Hudgins
Fairfax, Va.
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Albany
(Continued on next page)

ers disagreed on the propriety of the
New Hampshire election and on the
issue of liturgies for same-sex unions.
However, the signers were united in
opposition to any reduction of the
diocesan contribution to the program
budget of General Convention.

The resolutions proposed that the
diocese:

e Affirm the traditional teaching of
the Church regarding marriage and
sexual relations;

¢ Disassociate itself from the elec-
tion of the Bishop of New Hampshire
and same-gender blessings, as well as
any resolution violating the “plain
teaching” of scripture and Anglican
tradition;

¢ Affirm “loyalty as a diocese in the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion” and seek the opinion of
the Anglican primates regarding the
New Hampshire election and same-
gender blessings;

¢ Appoint official representatives to
attend the Dallas conference in Octo-
ber and to report back;

e Commit itself “to the faith and
unity of the Church.”

The convention began with a cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharist, fol-
lowed by an address by the Bishop of
Albany, the Rt. Rev. Daniel Herzog. In
his address, Bishop Herzog set the
context for the meeting, describing a
variety of reactions that he has
encountered since General Conven-
tion. He sought to reassure the con-
vention about his own position,
affirming traditional teaching and his
continuing participation in the life of
the Episcopal Church. At the same
time, he said, “I cannot even say that
our church will endure.” While he
insisted, “I am not endorsing breaking
away to join some schismatic sect,”
and “Our pledge is loyalty to the Epis-
copal Church and the Anglican Com-
munion,” he made no direct reference
in his address to the “realignment”
mentioned in the letter written by
Albany Via Media.
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The 38 Primates
of the Anglican Communion

Anglican Church in Aotearoa,
New Zealand and Polynesia

The Rt. Rev. John Campbell Paterson

Anglican Church of Australia
The Most Rev. Peter Fredrick Camley

Church of Bangladesh
The Rt. Rev. Michael S. Baroi

Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil
The Most Rev. Orlando Santos de Oliveira

Episcopal Church of Burundi
The Most Rev. Samuel Ndayisenga

Anglican Church of Canada
The Most Rev. Michael Geoffrey Peers

Church of the Province
of Central Africa
The Most Rev. Bernard Amos Malango

Anglican Church of Central America
The Most Rev. Martin de Jesus Barahona

Anglican Church of the Congo
The Most Rev. Dirokpa Balufuga Fidele

Church of England
The Most Rev. Rowan Douglas Williams

Anglican Church of Hong Kong
The Most Rev. Peter Kwong

Church of the Province
of the Indian Ocean
The Most Rev. Remi Joseph Rabenirina

Church of Ireland
The Most Rev.
Robert Henry Alexander Eames

Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican
Communion in Japan)
The Most Rev. David Shoji Tani

Episcopal Church in Jerusalem
and the Middle East
The Most Rev. George Clive Handford

Anglican Church of Kenya
The Most Rev. Benjamin M.P. Nzimbi

Anglican Church of Korea
The Most Rev. Matthew Chul Bum Chung

Church of the Province of Melanesia
The Most Rev. Ellison Leslie Pogo

Anglican Church of Mexico
The Rt. Rev. Martiniano Garcia-Montiel

Church of the Province of Myanmar
(Burma)

The Most Rev. Samuel San Si Htay

Church of Nigeria
The Most Rev. Peter Jasper Akinola

Church of North India (United)
The Most Rev. Zechariah James Terom

Church of Pakistan (United)
The Rt. Rev. Alexander John Malik

Anglican Church
of Papua New Guinea
The Most Rev. James Simon Ayong

Episcopal Church
in the Philippines
The Most Rev. Ignacia Capuyan Soliba

Episcopal Church of Rwanda
The Most Rev. Emmanuel Musaba Kolini

Scottish Episcopal Church
The Most Rev. Andrew Bruce Cameron

Church of the Province
of South East Asia
The Most Rev. Datuk Yong Ping Chung

Church of South India (United)
The Most Rev.
Kunnumpurathu Joseph Samuel

Church of the Province
of Southern Africa
The Most Rev.
Njongonkulu Wilson Hugh Ndungane

Anglican Church of the Southern
Cone of America
The Most Rev. Gregory James Venables

Episcopal Church of the Sudan
The Most Rev.
Joseph Biringi Hassan Marona

Anglican Church of Tanzania
The Most Rev. Donald Leo Mtetemela

Church of the Province of Uganda
The Most Rev.
Livingstone Mpalani-Nkoyoyo

Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.
The Most Rev. Frank Tracy Griswold

Church in Wales
The Most Rev. Barry Cennydd Morgan

Church of the Province of West Africa
The Most Rev.
Robert Garshong Allotey Okine

Church of the Province
of the West Indies
The Most Rev. Drexel Wellington Gomez
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Fallen trees at St. George's, Valley Lee, Md.

Hurricane

(Continued on next page)

blown off.” St. John the Evangelist,
Edenton, he added, “had much of the
roof blown off the parish hall and
some water damage inside.”

In Maryland’s tidewater areas, there
were widespread power outages and
flooding. The Rev. Cynthia Mainolfi,
deacon-in-charge of Church of the
Ascension, Middle River, in Baltimore,
just off the Chesapeake Bay, said,
“Half of our parishioners had nothing
else left because of the flooding. The
whole area smells like fuel oil. They
had no flood insurance. They are try-
ing to stay with their things to prevent
looting. It's really sad. We are taking
food to them. And calling agencies and
officials to help.”

On the Eastern Shore of Maryland,
many boats and piers were lost but no
one was hurt when a tree came down
on one room of the rectory of St.
Mary’s Church, Pocomoke. And one
room of the rectory at Old Trinity
Church (c.1675) in Church Creek was
partially flooded.

A tree fell on a church in the Dio-
cese of Washington, at St. George's in
Valley Lee, in St. Mary's County, south-
ern Maryland.

“The tree is literally stuck in the
apex of the roof over the sacristy,”
said the Rev. Christopher Halliday,
rector. “We were spared rain damage,
but services went on as usual. We have
no idea what the costs of a crane will
be.”

A tree landed next to the rectory
near the “church of presidents,” St.
John’s, across the street from the
White House in the Lafayette Square
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Bishop Spong: ‘We Can’t Tolerate Blackmail’

The Episcopal Church should be
proud of its vote to confirm the elec-
tion of the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson
as Bishop Coadjutor of
New Hampshire, and
should offer no conces-
sions to the shrill
voices within the com-
munity who have sub-
sequently denounced
the General Convention
vote, according to the
Rt. Rev. John Spong, noted author and
retired Bishop of Newark.

“I don’t wish anybody to leave the
church. But I don’t want them to try to
blackmail the church into being unfaith-
ful to its vision to rise to a humanity that
does not know prejudice. I am not will-
ing to pay that sacrifice to keep angry
members of the Christian community.
They've got to live with that.”

Bishop Spong made his comments in
response to questions following his
speech Sept. 6 to an audience of about
350 at Trinity Church in Reno. He had
just finished leading a clergy confer-
ence for the Diocese of Nevada. In
introducing Bishop Spong, the Rt. Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Bishop of
Nevada, told the audience that some at

Bishop Spong

the clergy conference, including those
who had come expecting to argue with
him, were converted by his pastoral
presence, and the depth of his scholar-
ship and his faith. He received a stand-
ing ovation.

“Homosexuality,” Bishop Spong said,
“is one more part of the human spec-
trum which we have denigrated histori-
cally, like we did black people, like we
did women, like we did left-handed peo-
ple, like we did mentally ill people.

“I think we crossed a Rubicon of
enormous significance,” he added.

That decision occurred “despite the
quaking in our boots of some of our
leaders, such as the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, who is still quaking,” noted
Bishop Spong.

Now there are “shrill and harsh
voices that are opposing it,” he contin-
ued. The Church, he explained, needs
“to make our witness to the truth, and
stand with integrity ... in confidence
that we've done the right thing.

“We can't tolerate blackmail. It's
unworthy to dignify that kind of
response that has been used histori-
cally, with the prayer book and with
women priests,” he added.

Dick Snyder

neighborhood of Washington. There
were no injuries.

Much of southern Maryland was
without power for several days, but
services went on with candlelight and
prayers for members with severe
flooding. Deacon Carl W. Rehling and
his family had water from the Chesa-
peake Bay right up to his front door.
Most waterfront communities lost
their power and docks.

Much of the Diocese of Southern
Virginia was still without power at the
end of a week.

“The worst hit were Norfolk, Vir-
ginia Beach, Hampton Roads and
Richmond, which was battered by the
hurricane and then a tornado,”
according Dennis Sipes, parish admin-
istrator at St. Andrew’s in West Ghent,
Norfolk.

“Trees are down, neighborhoods are
impassible, but we’re trying meet peo-
ple’s needs,” he added. “That’s our first
priority. “We celebrated the Eucharist
with candlelight and piano powered
by the Holy Spirit.”

“Everybody is working together,”
said Robert S. Tomlinson, property
manager for the Diocese of Washing-
ton, “to help each other get through
this.”

Val Hymes

BRIEFLY...

The Rt. Rev. Leo Alard, Bishop Suf-
fragan of Texas since 1995, has retired.
Bishop Alard, 62, underwent quadru-
ple heart bypass surgery last year and
has recently been added to the
national registry for a liver transplant.
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EDITORIALS

Rather than expecting
the primates to exceed
their restricted
authority, we might
look for them to make
a recommendation

or a suggestion

of how to respond to
the Robinson situation.
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What the Primates Can Do

When the primates of the Anglican Communion gather in London
this week, a large share of the 70 million or so members of the 38
Anglican churches around the world will be paying attention. We
hope they do not expect too much of the primates when they meet
to discuss the ramifications of the Episcopal Church’s decision to
consent to the consecration of the Rev. Canon V. Gene Robinson as
Bishop Coadjutor of New Hampshire.

The archbishops, presiding bishops and moderators who will
assemble for the extraordinary meeting Oct. 15-16 will be limited in
what they can do. Because these various Anglican churches are
autonomous, their relationship with each other is more of a federa-
tion than anything else. The primates have no canons behind them to
take action against the Episcopal Church or the Diocese of New
Hampshire. No vote by the primates can discipline the Episcopal
Church, or expel it from the Anglican Communion. Only the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Rowan Williams, through his
limited judicial power, can determine who is in, or out, of the Angli-
can Communion. It is through Canterbury that the churches of the
Communion find their focus of unity.

Rather than expecting the primates to exceed their restricted
authority, we might look for them to make a recommendation or a
suggestion of how to respond to the Robinson situation. The pri-
mates should be in a position to make a strong statement to the
American church. After all, the issue has been under study by them
for several years, and the primates will have feedback from three
recent gatherings of concerned Anglicans — in Vancouver, Nairobi
and Dallas.

The Archbishop of Canterbury and the other primates will need our
prayers. We hope they will be blessed by wisdom, vision and insight
during their meeting. Millions are looking to them for leadership.

Thoughtful Responses

Since General Convention, we have been inundated with articles
written in response to the decisions made at the 74th General Con-
vention. It seems that everyone has something to say. Most of the
articles are written by clergy. Some of them are sermons delivered
immediately after the conclusion of General Convention. Others are
pastoral letters written for parish newsletters or special mailings to
members of their congregations. A few of them are almost like
prophecies — predictions of what will happen after the important
meeting in Texas and the gathering of primates.

Some of the articles sent to us are quite good. Some of them are
very long. Most of them are thoughtful. Unfortunately, we have been
able to publish only a few of the articles submitted. Many of the man-
uscripts said essentially the same thing, so at times it's been difficult
to determine which article to publish.

The large number of articles is indicative of how important the V.
Gene Robinson case is for the future of the Episcopal Church. Many
church leaders probably underestimated how strongly people feel on
both sides of the issue. We are grateful to all who submitted articles.
Their thoughts and opinions are welcomed and,appreciated.
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READER’S VIEWPOINT

The articles that appear on this page do not necessarily
represent the editonal opinion of The Living Church or its
board of drectors.

Today we are

a microcosm

of communities
that produced
the Bible, though
not nearly

as diverse.

called for tried and true principles and praxis of the
past. Somehow, in the midst of winning and losing,
in the midst of war with England and internal con-
flict, in the midst of all this, there was no dissolution
of relationship, no abandonment of the republic.
Identity and membership, citizenship, was based not
on the “right” way or the “wrong” way to conceive of
the new republic, but on a commitment to a process
and to the community formed by that process, with
all of its diversity.

What would it be like for the Episcopal Church to
understand the Bible and our particular American
experience as a sanction for the diversity in and
between our communities? What would it be like for
us to see our unity not in terms of doctrine, or in a
particular way of reading the Bible, or in homogene-
ity of belief, but rather in terms of dialogue? We
might see each other as faithful when we engaged in
a dialogue with biblical voices and with each other,
committed, as were the founders of this republic, to
staying together. In such a setting we might see God
active in the community in many different ways,
even as we hope for more.

Today we are a microcosm of the communities
that produced the Bible, though not nearly as
diverse. We are heirs of a particular way of dealing
with conflict and difference in our American repub-
lic, though not nearly as ideologically and polemi-
cally divided as were some of our founders. Can we
now live into diversity and difference, continuing to
honor their presence in our midst? Can we also con-
tinue to give thanks for their part in shaping our
identity, continuing to experience through them the
grace and direction of God's guidance and will for
our ministry and mission, to the Episcopal Church,
our society, and the Anglican Communion? Q

Donn F. Morgan is the president and dean of the

Church Divinity School of the Pacific.
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I have participated in more than 500 vestry meetings thus far in
my life as a lay person and as a priest. When it is asked, “Who is
willing to represent us at convention?,” it is mostly the older,
wealthier and traditional-minded who are too busy, who can't
afford to be away, who don't want to use up their vacation time
doing churchy things and who beg off. Consequently, it is usually
the more liberal, those who feel more passionately about issues.
who volunteer to be delegates. The same is often true when
deputies to General Convention are sought.

The result is that neither diocesan conventions nor the General
Convention are really representative of the whole church — but
the whole church is to blame for that fact. We should not be sur-
prised that often these bodies take more liberal positions than
many of us might. Liberals or conservatives shouldn't be blamed
for voting their positions. This is why the Episcopal Church is
founded on the principle of representative government. Our prob-
lem is that the system isn’t working as it was intended.

The action by General Convention has confirmed a concern I
have felt for several years — namely, that there seems to be some-
thing in the Episcopal DNA that causes some to seek to do the
unique, the innovative, “the cutting edge” thing, especially if they
think it will look like they are people of deep faith and intelligence
when in reality they want the church only if it serves their politi-
cal or social needs.

(The Rev.) Ken Thompson
Taylorsville, Ky.

Evidence Needed

I was frustrated with the article by the Rev. Whis Hays, titled
“The Church According to Garp” [TLC, Sept. 14]. It may have had
the nugget of a good idea in it, but the name calling (liberal church
people are racist) based on no real evidence made it an embar-
rassment for the writer and for TLC's editors.

Apparently, “bishops below the equator” think that charity
funds have been withheld from their dioceses because of their
vote on sexuality at Lambeth.

Quotes would have been helpful here. The judgment that
money was withheld for this reason could be important, but
instead of exploring that eventuality, Mr. Hays took it and ran with
it, rather than test it for credibility. Other explanations might have
pertained, like there has been a recession for two and one half
years worldwide and might have something to do with lagging
donations.

My hope is that the editors will help writers such as Mr. Hays
aim their criticism better and do the Church a service by chal-
lenging it rather than letting people grouse about it mindlessly in
the same lame way TLC supported throughout the “debates” on
ordination of women and prayer book reform.

(The Rev.) Russ Murphy
St. James’ Church
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.




Fr. Hays’ claim, “I have been told by
bishops from below the equator that
funds to their dioceses were cut back
severely or cut off entirely in 1999 —
because their stance in favor of sexual
morality at Lambeth in 1998 offended
the liberal establishment in the Episco-
pal Church” is a remarkable statement
that warrants investigation [TLC, Sept.
14]. If such did take place, it is amazing
to me to get the news from Fr. Hays
four years after the event, when no one
else seems to have noticed such a
marked and dramatic change in the
financial program of the Episcopal
Church. It also seems to me to deal with
a matter of public record. Surely the
church must issue annual financial
reports, and checking those reports
should confirm or refute Father Hays’
allegation. Is anyone checking?

(The Rev.) David Rivers
Philadelphia, Pa.

Not important

The editorial, “Not a Wise Strategy”
[TLC, Sept. 14), makes a very simple
error. If the “815” offices felt the foreign
mission projects they undertake were
important enough, they would continue
to fund them — even if it meant cutting
back on staff or other expenses.

The decision to cut funding to inter-
national mission is not one made by
parishes withholding funds, but the
national church offices. Rather than
chide parishes that withhold funds, the
author of the editorial ought to ask
“815” why the first programs to be cut
would be foreign missions.

Of course, this demonstrates once
again what has been obvious for some
time — that international mission is
simply not important to the staff at
“815,” and their connections with
worldwide Anglicans are similarly
unimportant. They haven’t been impor-
tant for quite some time.

Erik Nelson
Alexandria, Va.

In the editorial, “Not a Wise Strategy,”
I think it lamentable that the editors are
chastising local churches and dioceses

for “acting unilaterally” and “in essence
(being) a congregational church” in
reducing or withholding apportionment
to the greater Episcopal Church. Isn't
unilateral action and a defiant congre-
gational mindset the very modus
operandi of the Episcopal Church in its
relationship within the Anglican Com-
munion? I think TLC is preaching to the

wrong choir.
(The Rev.) Carl F. Brenner
Farmington, N.M.

The editorial, “Not a Wise Strategy,”
was right on. It may make upset people
feel vindicated, but it smacks of an old
song my father used to play on his
wind-up Victrola: “T'll get even with that
ferry; I'll buy tickets and swim across!”

Suzanne Voorhies
Rockport, Maine

Bible and so it should be in our dis-
cussions.

One cannot dispute the fact that it is
not a major issue, especially in the
New Testament, though the reasons
for this may be argued. However, Fr.
Middleton is wrong in several of his
statements. First, he says that Paul
rejected the Holiness Code (roughly
Lev. 17-26); yet Paul (and Jesus) quote
Lev. 19:18, at least. Then the comment
that Paul was really condemning
Christians who made use of cultic
prostitutes is incorrect and untenable.
His primary reference is, of course, in
Rom. 1:26-27 in which, clearly, cultic
prostitution is not in view, though
apostasy certainly is.

While one can reasonably say there
are not many references to homosex-
ual activity in the Bible, one must also

Why do we keep hearing that it is impossible

to have two overlapping jurisdictions

in the Anglican Communion?

Overlapping Jurisdictions

Why do we keep hearing that it is
impossible to have two overlapping
jurisdictions in the Anglican Commu-
nion?

I was on a small committee
appointed by the Archbishop of Canter-
bury after the 1978 Lambeth Confer-
ence to get the overlapping
jurisdictions in Europe (Church of Eng-
land and American Convocation) to
share the one area, also including the
Polish National Catholic Church. The
English bishop wanted nothing to do
with such a division of authority. Can-
terbury gave up after several meetings,
the last including the archbishop and

our Presiding Bishop.
(The Rt. Rev.) Milton L. Wood
Elberta, Ala.

it Doesn’t Hold

In his letter [TLC, Aug. 10], Fr. Mid-
dleton says that, in effect, homosexu-
ality is a very minor element in the

say that what scripture does state is
univocal, completely opposed, and
also that it is not focused simply on
the culture of the time. Fr. Middleton's

assessment will not hold.
(The Rev.) Richard McCandless
Parsons, Kan.

Not a ‘Bible Issue’

I disagree that Gene Robinson is a
“Bible issue.” The Bible can be inter-
preted in a variety of ways. Consider
the cursing of parents (Exodus 21:17).
Jesus seems to agree (Matt. 15:4) that
such people should be put to death.
Which is to say that all of us pick our
passages carefully and ignore others.

Also, I hope that TLC will become
supportive of the decision of conven-
tion. It just may be right, and TLC will
be tiresome if it does not become sup-
portive.

(The Rev.) Richard Guy Belliss
St. Stephen’s Church
Santa Clarita, Calif.
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Appointments

The Rev. Peter Antocl is chaplain at the
University of Maryland, 2116 Memorial
Chapel, College Park, MD 20742.

The Rev. Christy Brothers is assistant at St.
Chad’s, 7171 Tennyson Ave. NE, Albu-
querque, NM 87122.

The Rev. Canon Michael DeVine is canon at
Christ Cathedral, 35 Chestnut St., Springfield,
MA 01103-1785.

The Rev. Jeanne Finan is associate at St.
Mary’s, PO Box 14, Blowing Rock, NC 28605.

The Rev. Robyn E. Franklin-Vaughn is chap-
lain at Howard University, 2400 6th St. NW,
Washington, DC 20059.

The Rev. Rita Henault is assistant at St.
Mary’s, 325 E First St., Edmond, OK 730:34.

The Rev. Stephanie Nagley is rector of St.
Luke's, 6030 Grosvenor Ln., Bethesda, MD
20814.

The Rev. Alison Quin is priest-in-charge of
St. David’s, 5150 Macomb St. NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20016.

Ordinations

Deacons

New Jorsey — Emily Anne Griffin, Judith
Mary Lee, Martha Marcella McKee.

Pennsyivania — Kathryn Andonian, James
Ley, Kenneth Wagner-Pizza.

Resignations

The Rev. Ruth Cummings, as associate at
Trinity, Columbus, GA.

The Rev. Lois Boxill, as curate of St. Luke's,
Germantown, PA.

The Rev. Patricla Cashman, as rector of
Emmanuel, Holmesburg, PA.

Retirements

The Rev. Jim Hunter, as vicar of St. Jude’s,
North Pole, Alaska.

Deaths

The Rev. Rafael Lebron Olivero, a priest
in the Diocese of Puerto Rico and a
deputy to General Convention died Sept.
16. He was 67.

Born in Carolina, Puerto Rico, he gradu-
ated from the University of Puerto Rico and
the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico,
before joining the Episcopal Church. He was
ordained deacon in 1987 and priest in 1988.
Fr. Olivero was vicar of two churches and
vice-chancellor of the diocese. He is survived
by his mother, two brothers and five children.

Next week...
Firm Foundation?

BENEDICTION

St. Luke: Poet, Artist and Narrator

Clever is thy range of talent
Most noble.
A hand to write thy word
So able
Is that of an artist
So light
Of touch as to heal
The sight
When most blinded are we
To thy might
When we every day sing the music
Of Mary's song
Polished and tuned to the
Acclamation
Of grateful Hannah's miracle
Of Temple child.
Blessed Luke,
you paint for us a vision
To our veiled sight
And now we pray to you for healing
For we are deaf
and blind
In our search for him who in faith
You heard and saw.
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It is the well-educated Luke, poet in
makeup, artist in reflectiveness, and
narrator in word who raises up for us
the many men and women who
enliven the Christ we might otherwise
miss.

Luke brings Paul to life as his friend
and companion, like no other. He
brings Paul’s speeches to us in ways
we might not hear otherwise. He tells
us of the stoning of Stephen in all of
its meaning, along with the change it
brought about in others.

In Luke we see Peter as both hero
and failure. He word-paints the vil-
lains along with crowds of those who
hear and those who do not hear. 1t is
through Luke's eyes that we get an
insight into the birth of the church
and its ministry. Luke sets in place the
struggle existing between Jewish reli-
gious practices and that of the new
order.

(The Rev.) James Kaestner

THE LIVING CHURCH
FOUNDATION, INC.

Mrs. Gilbert L. Braun, Bella Vista, Ark.
The Rev. Mark L. Cannaday,
Midland, Texas
The Rev. Milo G. Coerper,
Chevy Chase, Md.

The Rev. Thomas A. Fraser, Riverside. 1L}
Mrs. John M. Hayden, La Crosse, Wis.
The Rt. Rev. Dorsey F. Henderson, Jr.,
Columbia, S.C.

The Rt. Rev. Bertram N. Herlong,
Nashville, Tenn.

The Rev. Jay James, Raleigh, N.C.
David A. Kalvelage, Pewaukee, Wis.
The Rev. Gary W. Kriss,
Cambridge, N.Y.

The Rev. Kenneth C. Kroohs,
High Point, N.C.

The Rt. Rev. Edward Little II,
South Bend, Ind.

Richard Mammana, Jr.,

East Stroudsburg, Pa.

Daniel Muth, Prince Frederick, Md.
Thomas Riley, Vienna, Va.
Prezell R. Robinson, Raleigh, N.C.
Miss Augusta D. Roddis, Marshfield, Wis.,
Carole J. Ross, Lakeland, Fla.
The Rev. Joanna Seibert,

Little Rock, Ark.

The Rt. Rev. William C.R. Sheridan,
Culver, Ind.

The Rev. Bonnie Shullenberger,
Ossining, N.Y.

Ralph Spence, Jr., Billings, Mont.
Miriam K. Stauff,
Wauwatosa, Wis.

The Rev. Jeffrey N. Steenson,
Albuquerque, N.M.

Howard M. Tischler, Albuquerque, N.M
The Rev. Herbert A. Ward, Jr..
Boulder City, Nev.

The Rev. Allan B. Warren 111,
Boston, Mass.

The Rt. Rev. Keith B. Whitmore,

Eau Claire, Wis.
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FULL-TIME YOUTH MINISTER: Holy Spirit Episco-
pal Church. Houston, TX. seeks a dynamic person to fur-
ther develop, enrich, and grow its youth ministry program.
This charismatic individual will serve as a spiritual men-
tor and friend to youth from 6th through 12th grade,
developing weekly programs as well as mission trips and
service projects. We look for a fun-loving minister to
demonstrate the joy of Christianity and create opportuni-
ties for spiritual development. service, fellowship, and
evangclism.

The Holy Spirit community is located on the growing
west side of Houston in one of the best school districts in
the state: check us out at www.holyspirit-houston.org.
Experience with youth required. Reply to holyspirit-
search @sbcglobal.net.

FULL-TIME RECTOR: A mid-sized program parish in
Louisville, KY, seeks a rector who possesses traditional val-
ucs as well as someone who lives and preaches biblical,
orthodox teachings. St Peter’s has members of all ages,
including a large number of young couples with children.
The new rector must also be committed to developing our
young adult and youth programs.

An interest in continued membership growth is also impor-
tant. Pastoral care, spintual growth. and sermons that make
the gospel relevant to people’s lives are three major areas of
concern for our parishioners. St. Peter’s is a fun and ener-
getic community with a passion for life. Home of the Ken-
tucky Derby and the Louisville Slugger, Lowsville is a
great place to live and work. There are many fine restau-
rants and entertainment venues for one’s leisure time and
the Ohio River provides an excellent place for walks, boat-
ing, and community festivals. The University of Louisville
and Bellarmine University offer great opportunities for
higher leaming.

Interested parties please send resume and cover letter to:
Tim Root, St. Peter’s Search Committee, 119 W. Collins

Ct. Louisville, KY 40214 or E-mail to:
. @LNFCU .

ASSOCIATE RECTOR: Saint Luke's Parish, a corporate-
sized Episcopal church. is secking two full-time Associate
Rectors. A new rector is forming a clergy team with wide-
open potential in a highly engaged parish. One Associate
will primarily oversee pastoral care. coordinating multiple
lay ministries. The successful candidate will love developing
a community where the baptized care for one another. The
other Associate will primarily oversee children and youth
ministries. encouraging and supporting our full-time Direc-
tor of Children’s Ministries and full-time Director of Youth
Ministries. The successtul candidate will be a strong advo-
cate for the full inclusion of young people in the life of the
baptized. Both associates will offer leadership in other
aspects of parish ministry—from education. and outreach to
men’s and women's ministries—and will share fully in the
preaching and liturgical lifc of a vital congregation. Send
your resume to: The Rev. David R. Anderson, Saint
Luke’s Parish, 1864 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820 or E-
muil: david.anderson@saintlukesdarien.org.

SFAR(H REOPENED for a full-time rector in a grow-
ing pansh church in the Diocese of New York. We have
much to ofter the nght candidate: committed congregants,
opportunity to sohdify shift from pastoral to program
model. beautiful location in recreation rich Hudson River
Valley. 1 hour north of NYC. Do our needs and goals
match your strengths?  Our top goals:  strong sermons
emphasizing practical Chnistianity, continued growth, phys-
ical plant expansion (now in planning stage). strengthening
of Chnstian Education and youth/teen programs. develop-
ment of mechanism to more fully engage laity in
inrcach/outreach. Housing provided. Generous compensa-
tion package.  Expressions of interest welcome trom all
quahficd candidates without regard to gender. age. race.
sexual onientation or fanuly status.  Please send updated
CDO profile and resume by October 26th 1o Search Com-
mittee c/o St. John's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 477,
Comwall, New York 12518, Contact Phil Dutton at
pdutton@hve.rr.com if you have any questions.

18 THE LIVING CHURCH - OCTOBRER 12 2003

SENIOR PASTOR DURING A BUILDING PRO-
JECT: Su. Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral in St. Petersburg,
Fla.. seeks a priest or bishop to serve as senior pastor for
36 10 60 months to shepherd us through a $6.5-million
capital campaign and building program. We plan to build
an 8.000-square-foot parish hall: 18,000-square-foot
office/meeting/classroom building: plus a 122-space park-
ing garage on a city block in the heart of downtown. Qur
Jjob: 1o step into a newly energized and thriving urban
cnvironment (new condos, retail, entertainment) where we
do God's work among rich and poor, high-rise-dwellers
and homeless alike. Your job: be the enthusiastic yet non-
anxious presence who leads us calmly through a stressful
couple of years. keeps us focused on worship and min-
istry.

We offer a varicty of worship styles and services. strong
commitment to music, a diverse congregation. Staff includes
one full-time assistant priest, one part-time assistant priest,
and a vocational deacon. plus full-time organist/choirmaster
and youth director. We seck an energetic and sympathetic
leader with large-parish background and experience in the
building process. Very competitive compensation package.
Resumes/queries to: St. Peter’s Cathedral Search Com-
mittee, 200 Second Ave. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33701-
4313. Visit us at www.spcathedral.com.

FULL-TIME DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, ORGANIST-
CHOIRMASTER: St. Luke's Episcopal Church in San
Antonio, Texas. secks a full-time Director of Music.
Organist-Choirmaster who possesses strong knowledge of
Episcopal choral tradition, open to creatively expanding
that tradition. and developing a contemporary music pro-
gram and a children’s choir. Interested candidates should
possess strong faith commitment, people skills, a commit-
ment to excellence, and proven interest in working with
adults and children.  Salary dependent on experience.

'sume di es by to L. Lewis,
Music Search Chairperson, St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 11 St. Luke’s Lane, San Antonio, TX 78209
or via email to clergy@saintlukes.net. Website:

/Iwww.saj i .

. POSITIONS OFFERED

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC for vibrant 1.300 member Ep-
copal parish in Boise. Idaho. Responsibiliies include ser -
ing as organist: director for Cathedral Choir (20 vosce adsh
volunteer choir with two paid section leaders), Children
Choir (20 treble voices. boys and girls grades 3-9. RSCM:
affiliated), and Cherub Choir (boys and girls grades K-2r
planning music of hiturgies: and administraung pansh com-
cert serics. Three weekly Eucharists with music: 5:30 pm
Saturday (solo vocalists and instrumentalists), 9:15 am S -
day (Children’s Choir sings weekly. Cherub Choir momthis .
and |lam Sunday (Cathedral Choir). Instruments in nane
include: 47 rank 1961 Schlicker organ. C-2 2000 Yamahas
grand piano, and harpsichord. Cathedral also owns ez
octaves of Malmark hand bells. Compensation commensu-
rate with education and experience. Graduate degree w
sacred music and/or organ preferred. Benetits include health
insurance. continuing education funding. and pension avter
one year. Contact: Richard A. Demarest, Dean, P.O. Box
1751, Boise, ID 83701 Phone: (208) 342-5601 Emoi
office@smec.org FAX: (208) 342-5603.

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Christ Church Episcopal. since
1857 a vital part of the community of Hudson, New York
seeks an energetic rector with excellent hrgical skilis &
provide educational programs and pastoral care for all ages
be active and visible in church and community aftairs, ard
encourage the growth of this parish of 200. Located 1n the
Hudson Valley two hours north of New York City and three
hours west of Boston. Chnist Church retlects the hveh.
diverse community of Hudson. For more information. call
Sandra Gill. Senior Warden, (518) 851-2061. Webne

; RESEARCH

LOOKING FOR: Writing a book and secking commun-
cation with Americans who were vanners on Eva Hasell's
Sunday school vans. Contact: Sharon Obuchon-Staub.
41795 Acacia Ave., Hemet, CA 92544-5001 E-mal
sharade @earthlink.net.

Researcher interested in contact with congregations w hich
have sustained interfaith relationships or ministnes wimo
their community. Also interested in congregations which
have worked to address differences in socialieconome
class. Contact: Sheryl Kujawa-Holbrook.

E-mail: skujawa@episdivschool.edu.

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Trinity Episcopal Parish, St.
Augustine. Florida, is seeking an cxperienced rector to
lead our corporate-sized congregation of 900. We seek
with God's help:

o An articulate preacher who make’s God's Word relevant
in our lives

o A dynamic spiritual lcader who brings us into a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ

e A caring counselor who will work with the laity to pro-
mote pastoral care through our healing and visitation min-
istries

e A rector who will prepare our youth for a lifetime of
faith and ministry

e A capable administrator who has the ability to step out
in faith and lead our congregation with vision and purpose

Trinity Parish is located in the center of St. Augustinc. the
oldest city in the U.S.. and is one of 77 congregations
within the Diocese of Flonda. the fastest-growing diocese
in the U.S.

St. Augustine is a quaint. historic city with a bay front,
miles of beautitul beaches, cobblestone streets. horse-
drawn carriages and a charming shopping district. It has a
large modern hospital, nearby schools, and the beautitul
Flagler College one block from the church.

Please send letter of application. resume and updated
CDO personal profile by 20 October to: The Rev. Canon
Lila Brown, Diocese of Florida, 325 Market Street,
Jacksonville, FL. 32202-2796. PH: (888) 763-2602. Ext.
12: E-mail: lbrown@diocesefl.org Website: www.old-
DEV I:L()I’MI' NT I)IRL( l'()R Large historic Virginia
Episcopal parish seehs a Development Director with a
minmmum of three years relevant experience 1o design and
implement a planned giving program and to direct the
annual stewardship ettort. Apphicants must have a history
of active lay munistry i the Episcopal Church. Respond to
Chairman. Scarch Commuttee, with resume and cover let-
ter by ¢-mail 10 jrouziew erols.com.

L FOR SALE
| 2.

"

STATIONS OF THE CROSS, NATIVE AMERICAN
AND BLACK Shown at the 74th Episcopal General Coo-
vention arc available from: PH:(580) 255-6963
WWW.TWELVESIMAGES.COM.

FOR SALE: 1890's solid brass Sanctus gong with mailet
Photo available. $400 smg47 @indy.rr.com.

FOR SALE: 37 Black C.M. Almy Cassocks with Cot-
tas - all in cxcellent condition - used for Adult Choir. Fine
just removed trom wrapping. To be sold all together.
$3.145.00 (885.00 each or best offer.

36 Blue C.M. Almy Cassocks - in good 10 excellent con-
dition - used for Junior Choir ages 6-16. To be <old all
together - $1.620.00 (345 each) or best otfer.

Contact: Randolph S. James, Organist and Choir
Director of Music, Saint Barnabas Episcopal Church,
Falmouth, MA at (508) 548-3863. E-mul
stharnfal @aol.com.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH SIGNS — Aluminum. famihas
colors, single and double face. economical: brackets. v
For information: Signs, St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal
Church, 3413 Old Bainbridge Road, Tallahassee, FL
32303. (850) 562-1595.

('

_ SERVICES OFFERED  _

“ EBSI I‘E DEVELOPMEI\T
Visit www.rcindustry.com for $99.00 easy to use web
sites. Unhmited changes, free tech support. Your church.
youth group, or business can have complete control o
your site. Existing websites can also takhe advantage of

| R . .
these benefits. E-mail: peind @sigecom.net or call (8124

354-3726.
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