Digitized by GOOS[G



WHERE
ARE ALL
THE
PEOPLE
GOING?

In celebration of our 125th year

of publication, we’re offering
Minneapolis General Convention
attendees an unheard-of subscription
price for The Living Church.

It’s so top-secret, though, no one

on our staff will spill the beans!
And the only time and place

that you will get this special offer
is at Booth #95 during General
Convention. ALL non-subscribers
and current subscribers are eligible.
Just sign up at convention (July 29-
August 7, 2003.)

THE l{h

LIVING

CHURCH
FOUNDATION

GENERAL CONVENTION 2003

If you’re not attending convention and
would still like to subscribe for the regular
subscription price of 39.50 for one year,

call TOLL-FREE at
1-877-822_-8228
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BOOKS

Aging, Spirituality,

A Handbook Volume 2

Edited by Melvin A. Kimble and Susan H.
McFadden. Fortress Press. Pp. 479. $ 35. ISBN
0-8006-3273-7.

Aging.
Spirituality,

Given the rapidly grow-
and ing population of senior

Religion citizens, one would think

this lengthy book by 38

Q@88 | experts on aging would be

of interest to many
beyond its target audi-

o emee ence of scholars, geron-

bologlsts and clergy of various faiths.
And it does contain some interesting
nuggets of information and advice.

One author notes, for example, that
in contrast to our culture, traditional
African cultures valued longevity;
everyone wanted to be the oldest per-
son in the village. Another author, dis-
cussing the problem of senior
alcoholics, notes that “Alcoholism and
other addictions are often deeply hid-
den in the elderly population.” Even
loved ones who are aware of elders’
addiction may be indifferent to their
affliction, reasoning that these addicts
have so little time left to live that they
might as well stay as they are.

The implication of the latter attitude
is because elders [as they are usually
called, in preference to “old people”]
have reached the end of the line, they
have nothing to live for. In response,
this handbook suggests various exer-
cises to give the elderly a sense of pur-
pose such as meditation, prayer for
others, social action, and leaving an
“ethical will” of advice for future gener-
ations. One popular idea in gerontologi-
cal circles these days seems to be
“life-review:” seniors are encouraged to
write their spiritual autobiographies, in
order to discover patterns where God
has worked in the course of their lives.

The authors admit, though, that most
churches are more interested in youth.
John T. McFadden, in an amusing fic-
tional account of two pastors having a
drink at the Preachers’ Bar and Grill,
complains that the churches today are
so keen to recruit young families that
they ignore the numerous elders in the
pews. “Maybe it's time we lined up the

55-year-olds and told them they are the
future of the church!”

In general, there was little in the
book that would actually give elders
hope; immortality, for example, is
hardly mentioned. However much you
might enjoy remembering old times,
even if that process would help you
understand who you are now, you still
at some point need to look to the future
with hope.

I found the problems raised in this
book very disturbing. [ was amazed that
the sum total of advice from these
experts was so meager compared with
the vast number of problems to which
the elderly are prone. The appropriate
response of our churches, though, is
not to criticize the shortcomings of
gerontology but to pay more attention
to the seniors in our pews.

(The Rev.) Douglas Ousley
New York, N.Y.

Reconciliation

Restoring Justice
By John E. de Gruchy. Fortress Press.
Pp. 255. $19 paper. ISBN 0-8006-3600-7.

This is an exciting, gripping book by
the Robert Selby Taylor Professor of
Christian Studies at the University of
Cape Town, South Africa. In our con-
temporary world fraught with deepest
conflicts, almost all of which are, at
base, between the members of the
descendants of the house of Abraham,
there could hardly be a book more
timely. As Prof. de Gruchy states on
the first page, “reconciliation is a
theme that demands constant consid-
eration in ways that relate to the con-
text in which we live ... the world in
all its agony and hope.”

The heart of Prof. de Gruchy's argu-
ment is “that reconciliation is about
the restoration of justice, whether that
has to do with our justification by
God, the renewal of interpersonal
relations, or the transformation of
society.”

Using the history of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of
South Africa headed by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu as a case study, the
book is divided into three parts: The
first part deals with the language of
reconciliation, especially the relation-

ship between theological and political
speech. The second examines the his-
tory of the Christian Church as an
instrument to enable and embody rec-
onciliation in the world and with the
relationship among Christianity,
Judaism and Islam. In the final sec-
tion, the process of reconciliation and
the goal of restoring justice within a
new covenantal relationship is
explored. The author traces the devel-
opment of the doctrine of the atone-
ment beginning with Paul through the
medieval theologians to the 19th-cen-
tury philosophers and culminating in
thorough examination of the writings
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This section of
the book alone is worth the study.

As he traces the concept of recon-
ciliation, we see that always it is God
who moves first toward us, the sinned-
against to the sinner, to initiate and
empower reconciliation, coming
finally in Christ, the victim to the per-
petrators.

The book ends on a note of hope, in
a quotation from the poet Vasi
Mahlasela:

“I don’t know much, but I do know

that out of fear comes hope...

This hope is the obsession of life”

(The Rev.) George Ross
Pacifica, Calif.

Shrine of Our Lady of
Clemency

Continuous Novena
Write for Information
S. Clement’s Church

2013 Appletree Street, Phila., Pa. 19103
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FROM THE EDITOR

Did You Know...

The grandfather

of Andrew Firestone, star of
ABC-TV's “The Bachelor,”
was once dean of Guildford
Cathedral in England.

Quote of the Week

The Rt. Rev. Wiiliam C.R.
Sheridan, retired Bishop of
Northern indiana, recaliing for
the South Bend Tribune when
the Archbishop of Canterbury
came to South Bend and he
ceuldn’t he present because
he was fiiling in for a
vacationing priest: “It was like
having a being from outer
space iand in your own
backyard and you couldn’t go
to see him.”
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Just Thought I’'d Ask

My days as an inquisitive newspaper
reporter are long gone, but the inquiring
nature formed during years in the media
won’t go away. It's habit forming, I guess.
I can’t shake myself loose from asking
questions:

Why do so many lay persons insist on
participating in the laying on of hands in
services of ordination?

Whatever became of the “Biretta Belt?”

When did we start calling the interior of
Episcopal churches “sanctuaries™?

Why can't we call the nave of a church a
nave?

Does anyone besides Anglicans drink
sherry?

Aren't albs supposed to be worn as
undergarments?

Whatever became of Low Sunday?

Have you ever noticed how many peo-
ple refer to “our beloved” Episcopal
Church?

What will the proponents of same-sex
blessings do once the legislation is
adopted and being carried out by the
church?

Are there any places where the so-
called “blended” worship works?

Is it my imagination, or are eulogies
creeping into our funeral liturgies?

Wouldn't a shorter General Convention
every other year work much better than
the current triennial schedule?

Do any Episcopalians pay attention to
what Anglican primates do at their annual
meetings?

Doesn't there have to be a better way to
prepare for the election of a
bishop than to stage these
awful dog-and-pony shows?

How many readers can
name 10 members of the
House of Bishops? How
about five members? Three?

Do we really want to have two different
lectionaries in use at the same time?

Was the Rev. Troy Perry an appropriate
candidate for an honorary degree given by
an Episcopal theological seminary?

Aren't there a couple of bishops already
politicking to become the next Presiding
Bishop in 2006?

Won't Canon 9 priests go a long way in

solving the clergy shortage (I'm still not
convinced there is one)?

And for that matter, don't we fail to
make the best use of retired clergy?

Are you surprised by the number of
young seekers looking for a traditional
liturgy?

Do any Episcopal churches still observe
Corpus Christi?

Aren't parishes without websites miss-
ing a great opportunity?

Aren't parishes that don’t update their
websites showing they don’t care?

What took so long for someone to pro-
pose C.S. Lewis as an addition to the
church’s calendar?

Can anyone explain the popularity of
“On Eagle's Wings™?

Why would Anglican lay persons want
to celebrate the Eucharist?

Are you surprised that the excitement
over labyrinths hasn't quieted down?

Wasn't the election of Canon V. Gene
Robinson in the Diocese of New Hamp-
shire the surest thing since Secretariat?

Aren't some of our dioceses in serious
financial trouble?

Is it possible for the Anglican Church of
Canada to dig itself out from its current
plight?

Do you start to feel old when your
bishop is younger than you are?

Did Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams really think he would be able to
avoid dealing with issues of sexuality?

Aren't we all tired of hearing about the
Diocese of New Westminster?

Whatever became of the via media?

Does the average Episcopalian care
even a whit about the General Convention?

Don'’t the names of many of our new
churches sound strange?

Wouldn't we be better off treating the
same-sex blessing issue as a matter of the-
ology rather than a matter of justice?

How do you explain the popularity of
Taizé worship services?

Do we really want priests who haven't
been deacons?

Why do some people stop going to
church during the summer?

What's all the fuss about unity candles
at weddings?

David Kalvelage, executive editor



EDITORIALS

The New Hampshire Test

The election of the Rev. Canon V. Gene Robinson as Bishop Coadjutor of New
Hampshire [p. 6] presents an interesting test for the Episcopal Church’s process of
consenting to episcopal elections. Under normal circumstances, when a diocese
elects a bishop, the consents of a majority of the diocesan standing committees are
required. If that is achieved, the consents of a majority of diocesan bishops are nec-
essary before consecration of the new bishop can take place. However, when an
election is held within 120 days of General Convention, the consent process
becomes the responsibility of the two houses of convention — the House of
Deputies first and then the House of Bishops.

From all indications, Canon Robinson is, in many ways, an outstanding candi-
date. He has carried out an effective ministry as canon to the ordinary in the Dio-
cese of New Hampshire and as the executive officer of Province 1. The dilemma
arises when one considers the bishop-elect’s lifestyle. He is in an openly acknowl-
edged, committed gay relationship. That raises the question of just what it is that
the standing committees, or in this case the House of Deputies, and the bishops,
are consenting to. Is it their purpose to certify that the canonical requirements
have been met, or do they have an obligation to rule on the suitability of the can-
didate? The Episcopal Church’s canon that addresses this matter uses such
phrases as “we know of no impediment” and “duly and lawfully elected” and “godly
character” when consent is given.

On the surface, the process looks sound. A diocese gets to elect its own bishop.
Then the clergy and lay leaders of other dioceses, and the diocesan bishops con-
sent, because a bishop is elected not only for a particular diocese, but for the entire
church. For the most part, this process has resulted in rubber-stamp approval no
matter whether it's the General Convention or the usual procedure. We hope that
when the convention considers whether to give consent to the consecration of
Canon Robinson, as well as several other bishops-elect, that bishops and deputies
will give serious consideration to the nature and purpose of the responsibility
which they are called upon to fulfill in this process. Before they act, some clarifi-
cation of their role is in order.

The fact is that the election of Canon Robinson throws down the gauntlet, not
only within the Episcopal Church, but throughout the Anglican Communion. Can
we indeed proceed to consecrate as a bishop for the whole church a person whose
lifestyle is morally unacceptable to many?

Keep Them Brief

An acquaintance of ours was visiting a parish one Sunday and reported that the
liturgy unfolded smoothly and uneventfully. Following the blessing the congrega-
tion was asked to be seated. The rector made one announcement after another for
nearly five minutes. When finished, he asked if others had announcements. Several
persons in the congregation had something to say. After a period of about 10 min-
utes of announcements, the deacon gave the dismissal and persons went on their
way. Our acquaintance reported he had already felt like an outsider, but the lengthy
announcements made him feel even more out of place.

The ironic part of our friend’s visit was that persons in the congregation had
been handed a bulletin when they entered. The bulletin contained nearly all of the
announcements that had been made verbally. Announcements, of course, may be
an important part of the life of a particular church, but if they're already printed in
a bulletin, why do they need to be repeated? We hope clergy, wardens and other
church leaders will keep visitors and seekers in mind when they make announce-
ments. Two or three brief announcements, of course, should not be disruptive to a
congregation, but when they lengthen a service by 10 minutes and repeat what is
printed elsewhere they are no longer useful.

To what are
deputies

and bishops
being asked
to give their

consent?
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Appointments

The Rev. Wheigar Bright is rector of
Redeemer, PO Box 20427, Greensboro, NC
27420.

The Rev. Canon Preston Beifleld Hannibal is
canon for academic ministries in the Diocese
of Washington, Mount St. Alban, Washington,
DC 20016-5094.

The Rev. Zelda M. Kennedy is assistant at
All Saints’, 132 N Euclid Ave., Pasadena, CA
91101-1796.

The Rev. T. James Kodera is rector of St.
Luke’s, PO Box 339, Hudson, MA 01749.

The Rev. J. Patrick Peters is rector of St.
Paul'’s, PO Box 96, Columbia, PA 17512.

The Rev. Mark Spaulding is rector of Holy
Cross, 19179 Center St., Castro Valley, CA
94546-3616.

The Rev. Richard Vettel-Becker is rector
of Trinity, 1668 Bush St., San Francisco, CA
94109.

The Rev. Stephen Woods is rector of St.
John's, PO Box 1221, Kingston, NY 12402.

Ordinations

Priests

Eastern Michigan — Philip A. Seitz, priest-
in-charge of Grace, Standish, and Trinity,
West Branch, MI; add: 3003 Mill Station Rd.,
Hale, MI 48739-9213.

Eau Claire — Lawrence Edson.

Florida — Ella Farshing Breckinridge.

North Carolina — Chantal B. Morales-Den-
nis, assistant at St. Francis’, 3506 Lawndale
Dr., Greensboro, NC 27408.

West Missouri — Christine Mote Wester-
mann Giison.

Deacons

Florida — Mark Jones, Our Saviour, 12236
Mandarin Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32223.

The Rev. James Paul Spata, 62, former
priest-in-charge and longtime assistant
of Caroline Church of Brookhaven,
Setauket, L.I., NY, died May 6.

A native of New York City, he graduated
from SUNY Potsdam and taught school on
Long Island for 32 years. He graduated from
George Mercer School of Theology and was
ordained to the diaconate in 1981 and the
priesthood in 1983, and served in Setauket
until 2000, when he moved to the Holy Trinity
Cluster. In recent months he had been a sup-
ply priest at All Souls’, Stony Brook. He was a
member of the Order of St. Luke, and was spir-
itual director of youth ministries in the Dio-
cese of Long Island. He is survived by his wife,
Christine; and three children, Dawn, Stacey
and Nicholas; and three grandchildren.

Next week...

Taking Us Home
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ANGLICAN THEOLOGICAL BOOKS — scholarly,
out-of-print — bought and sold. Request catalog. The
Anglican Bibliopole, 858 Church St., Saratoga Springs,
NY 12866-8615. (518) 587-7470. AnglicanBk @aolL.com.

SAVE BIG ON BOOKS for education and mlmstry pro-
grams, reading groups, libraries, etc. Any title in print.
Bulk discounts, free shipping. Free quotes, no obligation.
lona Book Services, toll-free phone/fax (866) IONA-711;
E-Mail: discounts @ionabookservices.com.

I~ CATECHUMENATE ~

Gifts of God, catechumenate by Patricia Swift. Eight-week
course considers Old & New Testaments, Episcopal Church,
sacraments, prayer book, parish with ministries, life as gifts.
For adult confirmation and renewal. 56 pp. paper spiral
bound, $7.00 plus postage. Phone: (954) 942-5887 Fax:
(954) 942-5763. Available in English, French, or Spanish.

L__CHURCH FURNISHINGS "1

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond, Virginia.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail at
festflags @aol.com.

ATTENTION!

The July 27 edition
of THE LiviNG CHURCH
will be a special issue

dedicated to
General Convention.

If you have a product
or service you wish
to promote, there is no
better issue to advertise
in than July 27.

Added distribution ...
Color.

To be in the scene,
you must be seen!

So get in while
the gettin’ is hot!
For details
call Tom Parker
@ (414) 276-5420
ext. 16
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THE VITAL CHURCH FOR THE 21st CENTURY: A
conference for church leaders who want to build vital,
growing congregations by reaching out to the unchurched
in our society. The conference will feature: The Rev.
David Roseberry, Rector of Christ Church Episcopal in
Plano, Texas, The Rev. Canon Mary Hays from The
Diocese of Pittsburgh and The Rev. Kevin Martin, Direc-
tor of Vital Church Ministries. Major themes for the con-
ference are Leadership, Evangelism, Discipleship and
Stewardship.

Where: Christ Church Episcopal, Plano Texas

When: September 15-17, 2003

To obtain a conference brochure or for more information
on Vital Church Ministries, visit us at www.VitalChurch-
Ministries.org, or write or call our office: Vital Church
Ministries, 4550 Legacy Drive, Plano, Texas 75024,
972-618-0222 ext. 129.
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FULL-TIME CLERGY WANTED: We are willing to pay
the right clergy person $20,000 more than you are now eam-
ing, plus parsonage, utilities, automobile and moving
expenses. Our church, which is more than half a century
old. needs two assistant pastors for two new churches being
planted in Atlanta, Georgia, and Memphis, Tennessee.

We are secking a caring, compassionate, and enthusiastic
assistant pastor with a sense of humor, and committed to
pastoral care. This person must have the quality of being a
loyal team member of a church staff.

Our church is an ec ical and gelical church that
worships in the fifteen-hundred-year-old Anglican tradition,
but reaches out to the entire community. Please send your
resume to: Candis Darken, Search Committee, Saint
Matthew’s Ecumenical Evangelical Church, 459 Colum-
bus Avenue, # 234, New York, NY 10024.

ASSISTANT PRIEST FOR ADULT EDUCATION
AND “TWENTYSOMETHING” MINISTRY. Bibli-
cally based Episcopal church seeks a committed ordained
or soon to be ordained Christian with a strong personal
relationship with Jesus Christ to serve as assistant rector
and be responsible for small group ministry, adult educa-
tion, and nurturing college-age/twentysomething ministry.
Pastoral, liturgical. and preaching responsibilities shared
equally with the rector. Other full-time staff include rec-
tor and lay youth pastor. All Saints’, Long Beach, CA. is
an alive, Christ-centered. and AAC-affiliated parish with
average Sunday attendance of 220 between two services.
The parish is also much involved in the Alpha Course. All
Saints’ has a tradition of “high church™ worship and evan-
gelical preaching flavored with a measure of charismatic
spirituality. Candidate must be well organized with good
communication skills. Salary commensurate with experi-
ence. Applicants are asked to send a letter of interest and
resume to: The Rev. William A. Thompson, 346 Ter-
mino Ave., Long Beach, CA 90814; Office (562) 438-
3650; Fax (562) 438-5565; E-mail; alstsrector @uia.net.

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Seeking full-time rector for
growing parish church in the Diocese of New York. We have
much to offer the right candidate: committed congregants,
opportunity to solidify shift from pastoral to program model,

beautiful location in recreation-rich Hudson River Valley, |
hour north of NYC. Do our needs and goals match your
strengths? Our top goals: strong sermons emphasizing prac-
tical Chnsuamly continued growth, physlca] plant expan-

sion (now in planning stage), gthening of Christian
Education and youth/teen programs, development of mech-
anism to more fully engage laity in inreach/outreach. Hous-
ing  provided. Generous compensation package.
Expressions of interest welcome from all qualified candi-
dates without regard to gender, age. race, sexual orientation
or family status. Please send updated CDO profile and
resume by June 30 to: Search Committee, c/o St. John's
Episcopal Church, PO Box 477, Comnwall, New York
12518. Contact Phil Dutton at pdutton@hvc.rr.com if
you have any questions. Interviewing to begin in early July.
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