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colaborate
Bible Study

Hands-on investigative
learning that leads to deep
engagement with the Bible.

Colaborate changes the way students think about faith and the Bible.
Rather than faith being handed over as an established set of facts
to be learned and memorized, it’s presented as a path of growth and
discovery. As they dig into the Bible, students will engage in compelling
conversations about God and what it means to follow Jesus. These

experiences will stay with students |ong after they leave your class.
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A Painful Divorce in Fort Worth

By Kirk Petersen

Along-simmering dispute between
rival religious denominations in
Fort Worth has escalated after a deci-
sive court ruling.

Congregations have been forced out
of the church buildings where they
have worshiped for years. One of them
stripped the church bare before
turning over the keys — taking even
the pews. The new management at
another church launched a website that
strongly echoes the look and feel of its
predecessor, while making no mention
of the change in ownership.

The conflict erupted in 2008, when
Bishop of Fort Worth Jack Iker and a
majority of the congregations in his
diocese renounced their ties to the
Episcopal Church (TEC), citing doc-
trinal differences. Four other dioceses
took similar steps, before and after Fort
Worth.

From 2008 until earlier this year,
there were two entities operating
under the name “Episcopal Diocese of
Fort Worth” One was associated with
TEC, and the other was and is part of
the Anglican Church in North
America (ACNA). Both sides had a
strong monetary incentive to claim the
name, because all parties agreed that
the “Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth”
owns church properties worth an esti-
mated $100 million.

The litigation began in 2009, when
parties affiliated with TEC filed suit to
recover property and assets from the
ACNA parties. On February 22, after
12 years of wins and losses along the
way, the TEC diocese lost its final
appeal when the United States
Supreme Court declined to hear the
case. That left standing a 2020 ruling
by the Texas Supreme Court that the
ACNA diocese that left the Episcopal
Church in 2008 was the continuing
“Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth.”

The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth (ACNA) photo

St. Stephen’s, Wichita Falls, as an Episcopal Church (left) and as it was turned over the Anglicans. | ACNA

In April, the TEC diocese changed
its name to the Episcopal Church in
North Texas (ECNT). Four of the dio-
cese’s 16 congregations moved into
temporary new homes, while a fifth
congregation simply dispersed.

It's difficult to overstate the
wrenching pain being felt by parish-
ioners at the affected Fort Worth
churches. The more common reason
for a congregation to be forced out of a
building is a gradual recognition that a
dwindling membership can no longer
afford to maintain the property. Even
in cases like that, the closure of a
church building — where generations
of worshipers may have been baptized,
confirmed, married, or interred in a
columbarium — is often experienced
as a tragedy on the same scale as a
death in the family.

In Fort Worth, the pain is intensified
because parishioners believe their
church buildings have been stolen with
the help of the courts. The homepage
of one of the churches currently
declares that “The congregation of St.
Christopher Episcopal Church has
moved to a new (temporary) location,
because the Texas Supreme Court

unjustly awarded more than $100 mil-
lion of Episcopal Church property to
people who left The Episcopal
Church”

The ACNA parties also have griev-
ances. In papers filed with the Court of
Appeals on April 26, attorneys for
ACNA said that before some of the
TEC parties vacated the buildings,
“members and contractors began strip-
ping, packing, and moving out all the
personal property they could. Like the
Grinch Who Stole Christmas, they
removed altars, crosses, communion
vessels, vestments, office furnishings,
Bibles, library books, church music,
software for the HVAC system, and
every knife, fork, and spatula in the
kitchen”

The brief included photographs that
appear to support the statement, and
the ACNA diocese supplied additional
photos to TLC. Before and after photos
from St. Stephen’s in Wichita Falls
show a tidy worship space turned into
a cavernous empty room. Among the
items that appear to have been
removed are approximately 20 pews, a
large crucifix mounted on the wall, an
organ or similar musical console, and
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an altar, pulpit, lectern, and baptismal
font.

All Saints’ in Fort Worth is the
largest of the affected churches, with an
average Sunday attendance before the
pandemic of more than 400. Before
and after pictures there show that the
high altar was partly disassembled —
stripped of its large, mounted crucifix,
and of four wooden statues of saints.

Some disputed property was
removed from all five of the churches
affected, but not to the same extent as
All Saints’ and St. Stephen’s.

The TEC congregations began
scrambling to return items after Dis-
trict Court Judge John P. Chupp, the
trial judge throughout the 12-year liti-
gation, ordered April 20 that they must
“immediately deliver, as required by
the Final Judgment signed July 24,
2015, possession of all real and per-
sonal property, in existence at the time
the original suit was filed on April 14,
2009, including all personal property
necessary for the operations of the
properties listed in the Final Judgment
such as chalices, vestments, [B]ibles,
and the like”

“Personal property” does not mean
the same thing in legal terms as it does
in common usage. In legal terms, per-
sonal property is all property other
than “real” property — buildings and
land, or real estate. So despite the word
personal, the term actually applies to
movable possessions owned by the
church.

The TEC parties have appealed
Judge Chupp’s ruling to the Second
Court of Appeals, arguing that the
“Final Judgment” from 2015 — the
ruling upheld by the Texas Supreme
Court — did not actually discuss per-
sonal property. Personal property is
discussed in a 2015 side agreement
between the parties, and the parties
disagree about whether that is enforce-
able as part of the ruling upheld by the
Supreme Court.

On April 26, the Court of Appeals
ruled there is “a serious question” that
must be considered, and gave the par-
ties deadlines in early May for filing
briefs. Chupp’s order has been stayed
in the meantime.

The appeal is being driven largely by
All Saints, an affluent parish that years

ago founded a school that is now a
respected college preparatory school,
with 1,000 students and a 147-acre
campus four miles from the church.
All Saints’ Episcopal School is incor-
porated separately and is not part of
the litigation. The TEC congregation at
All Saints’ Church began worshiping
in the chapel at the school on May 2.

ACNA held its first service at All
Saints’ Episcopal Church on May 2,
and the groups Facebook page shows
that the altar has been reassembled.
Enough property was returned to St.
Stephen’s to hold its first service. Three
other church buildings were expected
to open for services on May 16: St.
Luke in the Meadow, St. Elizabeth and
St. Christopher.

The ACNA management at All
Saints’ recently launched a website at
asecfw.com that bears a striking resem-
blance to the TEC website at
asecfw.org, which is also still active.
TEC loyalists have complained on
Facebook groups and elsewhere that
ACNA is marketing itself deceptively.
The ACNA site shows logos and
images describing itself as “All Saints’

Episcopal Church,” and does not
acknowledge it is part of ACNA.

Suzanne Gill, director of communi-
cations for the ACNA diocese, denied
any attempt to deceive, and said the
website is still being developed.

She said the diocese plans to con-
tinue to call itself the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Fort Worth, despite the confu-
sion it will cause. “Our name was
chosen at our founding convention,
and any change would require ratifica-
tion by two annual Conventions of the
Diocese,” she said, noting that there are
other Christian entities with the word
Episcopal in their name, such as the
African Methodist-Episcopal Church
and the Episcopal Church of Scotland.

The TEC diocese, on the other hand,
is taking aggressive steps to clear up
any confusion. Under the headline
“Who We Are ... and Who Is Not Us,”
Communications Director Katie
Sherrod explains:

“Please be aware that the group now
using the name Episcopal Diocese of
Fort Worth is not part of The Episcopal
Church, but is instead part of a group

(Continued on next page)
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calling itself the Anglican Church in
North America (ACNA). This group
is not part of the Worldwide Anglican
Communion. While some ACNA dio-
ceses do ordain women, the ACNA
diocese calling itself the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Fort Worth does not. They are
not welcoming of out LGBTQ people.
They use a different prayer book. Their
priests are not Episcopal priests”

As in other dioceses where there
have been protracted legal battles over
property, there are wounds in Fort
Worth that will take a long time to heal.
Unfortunately, the wounding isn’t over.

A Different Model
for Churches
Changing Hands

By Kirk Petersen

In an era of bruising litigation over
ownership of church properties, a
prominent diocese and a church
founded in 1698 are showing that ami-
cable solutions are possible.

On April 29, Bishop Mariann Edgar
Budde announced that the Diocese of
Washington has sold Christ Church in
Accokeek, Maryland, to the congrega-
tion that worships there — which has
left the Episcopal Church (TEC).

Rector Brian Vander Wel told TLC
by email that Christ Church “has been
received as a congregation of the Dio-
cese of the Mid-Atlantic in the Anglican
Church in North America” (ACNA).

“The leadership and congregation of
Christ Church feel it best to pursue
their ministry outside of the Episcopal
Church. While the leaders of the Dio-
cese of Washington regret that deci-
sion, we honor it and have worked with
Christ Church leaders toward mutu-
ally agreeable terms,” Budde said in the
announcement.

The terms were not announced, and
Budde and Vander Wel both declined
to comment beyond their written
statements.

The Rt. Rev. John Guernsey, bishop

of ACNAs Diocese of the Mid-
Atlantic, confirmed that Accokeek had
joined his diocese. “The Rev. Brian
Vander Wel and his people walked
through their long process of negotia-
tions with prayerfulness, faithfulness,
and real, humble godliness,” he told
TLC.

Accokeek is an unincorporated
community of 10,000 people, situated
along the Potomac River 15 miles
south of the nation’s capital in an area
first occupied by Native Americans
four millennia ago. Christ Church
began meeting in private homes in
1698, and its original structure was
built a few years later. The current
building was constructed in 1745.

Bishop Slates Continue
Trend Toward Women

By Kirk Petersen

Three dioceses recently announced the
candidates in their scheduled bishop
elections: Iowa, Nevada, and Pitts-
burgh. One detail jumps out from a
glance at the slates: Nine of the 10 orig-
inal candidates are women. (Two male
candidates were subsequently nomi-
nated by petition in Pittsburgh. There
were no petition candidates in the
other dioceses.)

The nominations continue a trend
toward female bishops that has been
accelerating in recent years.

TLC first took note of this phenom-
enon in 2018, when Correspondent G.
Jeffrey MacDonald reported that
through 2017, there had never been a
bishop election in which all the candi-
dates were women. In 2018, there were
four such slates. After all the elections
were held for the year, five women and
five men had brand-new croziers. The
50 percent female cohort shattered the
previous high-water mark of 20 per-
cent female, way back in 1996.

In 2019, Mary Frances Schjonberg
of Episcopal News Service published
an extensively reported article on the
flood of female bishops. At the time of
her mid-year article, six of the eight
bishops elected were women. Things
balanced out a bit as the year pro-
gressed, leading to a full-year tally of



eight women and six men — 66 per-
cent female.

The pandemic postponed several
episcopal retirements and elections, so
there were only five new bishops
elected in 2020: two men and three
women, or 60 percent female.

Thus far in 2021, only one new
bishop has been chosen — a woman.
The Rev. Canon Ruth M. Woodliff-
Stanley was elected bishop diocesan in
South Carolina on May 1, and she will
be consecrated on October 2.

Statistics are interesting, but what
matters most is the quality of the indi-
vidual. Here's a look at the individual
candidates:

Iowa
Three women have been nominated to
be the X Bishop of Iowa. The election is
scheduled for July 31, and consecra-
tion for December 18. The candidates
selected by the nominating committee
are:

o The Rev. Jennifer N. Andrews-
Weckerly, rector, Hickory Neck
Episcopal Church, Toano, Virginia

o The Revw. Betsey Monnot, priest in
charge, St. Clement’s Episcopal
Church in Rancho Cordova, Cali-
fornia; serves as a congregational
consultant and retreat leader

o The Rev. Elizabeth Duff Popplewell,
rector, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church,
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Nevada

Three women and a Native American

man have been nominated to be the XI

Bishop of Nevada. The election is

scheduled for October 8, and conse-

cration for March 2022. The candi-

dates selected by the nominating com-

mittee are:

o The Rev. Elizabeth Bonforte Gardner,
rector, St. MarK’s, Alexandria, Virginia

« The Rev. Canon Holly Herring,
canon precentor, Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral, Phoenix

o« The Rev. Julia McCray-Goldsmith,
priest in charge, Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral, San Jose, California

o The Rev. Canon Robert Two Bulls,
missioner for Indian work and mul-
ticultural ministries, Diocese of
Minnesota, and vicar of All Saints
Indian Mission, Minneapolis

Pittsburgh

Three women initially were nominated

to be the IX Bishop of Pittsburgh. Two

men were added to the slate by peti-
tion. The election is scheduled for June

26, and consecration for November 13.

The candidates selected by the nomi-

nating committee are:

o The Very Rev. Kim L. Coleman,
rector, Trinity Episcopal Church,
Arlington, Virginia

o The Rev. Dr. Ketlen A. Solak, rector,
Brandywine Collaborative Min-

istries, Wilmington, Delaware

o The Rev. Diana L. Wilcox, rector,
Christ Church in Bloomfield & Glen
Ridge, Glen Ridge, New Jersey

The nominees by petition, pending
completion of background checks, are:
o The Rev. Canon Scott A. Gunn,

executive director, Forward Move-

ment, Cincinnati

o The Rev. Jeffrey D. Murph, rector,
St. Thomas Church, Oakmont,
Pennsylvania
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Fletcher Sex Scandal Roils Evangelicals

By Kirk Petersen

Six months after a government-spon-
sored review accused the Church of
England of having become “a place
where abusers could hide,” additional
revelations about sexual abuse by
priests continue to haunt the church.

In 30 years as vicar of Emmanuel
Church Wimbledon, the Rev. Jonathan
Fletcher, now 78, is alleged to have
engaged in naked beatings, swimming,
and massages, as well as other sexual
misconduct, and bullying and “spiri-
tual abuse” Fletcher, who played a
prominent role in the conservative
evangelical movement, was a leader of
the since-closed Iwerne Camp, a
Christian camp that catered to partici-
pants from top boarding schools.
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby worked at Iwerne as a young
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man in the 1970s, but has said he knew
nothing about any abuse.

Fletcher was not named in the 154-
page IICSA report issued in October
2020, although some of his offenses
were public knowledge well before the
report. IICSA — the Independent
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse — did
name other priests who had been
accused or convicted of sexual abuse.

Emmanuel Church Wimbledon is a
“proprietary chapel,” which in the
Church of England refers to an
Anglican church financially inde-
pendent of the C of E. As vicar at
Emmanuel, Fletcher was an Anglican
priest but not an employee of the
Church of England, and thus was not
considered in the IICSA report.

Instead, he became the subject of a
separate 146-page report issued on
March 23,2021, by thirty-one:eight, an
independent Christian safeguarding
charity. The organization’s name refers
to Proverbs 31:8, “Speak out for those
who cannot speak, for the rights of all
the destitute”

The thirty-one:eight report focused
also on the culture of Emmanuel
Church Wimbledon and its influence
within the conservative evangelical
community, saying:

“The examination of cultural ele-
ments of ECW gives an insight into
how abuse could occur and not be dis-
closed. ...

“ECW was and continues to be
interconnected and have ongoing rela-
tionships with many organisations in
the wider Conservative Evangelical
(CE) constituency. An individual who
holds a position of esteem in such net-
works holds a position of power, even
if such power is not reflected in an offi-
cial organisational position within the
network.

“The Review evidenced that JF was a
man of great charisma and of signifi-
cant influence in this sphere. ... JF’s
approval was prized and noted by
many as essential for career progres-
sion in this constituency.

The “Independent Lessons-Learned
Review Concerning Jonathan Fletcher
and Emmanuel Church Wimbledon”
called among other things for the res-
ignations of unspecified leaders in the
conservative evangelical community.

Also on March 23, four members of
an “Independent Advisory Group” that
worked with the review team simulta-
neously issued a separate lengthy report
that some observers believe muddied
the waters. The 3,300-word report, pre-
sented as a single web page, took a
stronger stand against four named
leaders in the conservative evangelical
movement: “Right Revd Rod Thomas
(of the Church of England), Revd
William Taylor, Canon Vaughan
Roberts (Chair of Proclamation Trust)
and Revd Robin Weekes (of ECW
[Emmanuel Church Wimbleton])”

The report said they failed to act
quickly enough when misconduct
became apparent, and called on the
four men to “explain their actions and
open themselves up to scrutiny.”

Yet another complicated layer of
information emerged May 11, when “a
group of 7 survivors of Jonathan
Fletcher” issued a 30-page open letter
to the chair of the lessons-learned
review. The unsigned letter praised the
thirty-one:eight report, but excoriated
the IAG document, which “has left us
profoundly hurt and confused. It has
left us dismayed and angry — because
of the unjustified erosion of trust in
leaders we know acted responsibly,
promptly and kindly”

Among other concerns, the sur-
vivors said of the four men named in
the IAG report, “These are the men
who exposed JF at personal cost, ended
his ministry (when the Diocese of
Southwark failed to) and provided care
for us in our suffering. We thank God
for them. We are deeply grieved by the
way the IAG and the Twitter coalition
have treated them” Two of the men,
Weekes and Roberts, stepped down in
April from their positions within the
Anglican evangelical Church Society.



Ugandan Clerics Say Government Official Attacked Them

By Mark Michael

Musa Ecweru, Uganda’s cabinet min-
ister of relief and disaster prepared-
ness, is accused of pulling a gun on an
Anglican priest and two lay readers
and beating them with a metal rod and
canes on May 8 in the latest in
a series of high-profile disputes over
church land ownership.

Ecweru, 56, was in the company of
his bodyguard Juma Odiope when he
came upon the Rev. Simon Peter Olato,
Benjamin Otasuro, and Simon Peter
Eriku planting cassava stems in a field
beside St. John’s Church in Wera, a
small town in eastern Uganda. The
three clerics serve churches in the
region, and Ecweru, who represents
the district in Uganda’s parliament,
lives nearby.

Olato, the parish priest at St.
John’s, told The Daily Monitor that
Ecweru called the three clerics “idiots,”
and asked who authorized them to

FOR MORE INFOR

plant the field that he says belongs to
Wera Seed School, a nearby govern-
ment-controlled school he helped
establish.

“As we looked on in awe, [Ecweru]
pulled a gun and grabbed a metallic
rod from the hands of his bodyguard
[and] began to sporadically beat us,’
he said. Olato says he went back to his
car for canes and proceeded to attack
the clerics for another ten minutes.

“I told the minister that I am the rev-
erend for St. John’s Church, Wera,
planting cassava stems under the food
security program which the diocese is
implementing, but the minister didn't
heed. The minister caught me by the
head, dragged me to the ground, hit
me several times at the waist.”

When the clergy cried out for help, a
confirmation class meeting in the
church rushed out into the field and
Ecweru cocked his gun. “It is then that
he told his bodyguard: ‘Let’s go, leave
these idiots,” said Otasuro, the lector

for the church in the nearby village of
Aten, who says he was left bleeding
from the head after being struck by the
cabinet minister.

South Carolina Elects
Change Expert as Bishop

By Mark Michael

The Rev. Canon Ruth M.
Woodliff-Stanley, an expert
in strategic change, was
elected on May 1 as the XV
bishop of the Diocese of South Car-
olina, the first woman to serve in that
role. Woodlift-Stanley, 58, was chosen
on the second ballot from a field of five
candidates.

Woodliff-Stanley’s consecration on
October 2 will mark the end of nearly a
decade during which the diocese’s Epis-

(Continued on next page)
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copalians have been without a diocesan
bishop, since South Carolina’s XIV
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence,
joined a majority of its parishes in
leaving the Episcopal Church.

Bishop-elect Woodliff-Stanley joined
the electing convention, which was
held on Zoom, shortly after the election
results were announced. “You have
given a vision of what is possible;” she
told the delegates. “It’s a vision I hope I
can honor. ... Ours is the call to see the
hearts of all the people of the world,
beginning with one another”

She currently serves as canon for
strategic change for the Dioceses of
Northwestern Pennsylvania and
Western New York, facilitating a
process of resource-sharing initiated
by the dioceses’ shared bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Sean Rowe. She is also the Epis-
copal Church Building Fund’s senior
vice president for strategic change.

As bishop, Woodliff-Stanley will
lead about 7,500 Episcopalians, who
are members of 31 churches in the
eastern half of the state of South Car-
olina. Many of them are small “rem-
nant” congregations of Episcopalian

loyalists. In the see city of Charleston,
known to locals as “the Holy City;” only
a handful of the historically Episcopal
churches are part of the diocese she
will lead, most notably Grace Church
Cathedral, a grand antebellum church
elevated to that role in 2015. Its mem-
bership of nearly 2,000 counts for more
than a quarter of the diocesan total.

Influential Sydney Diocese
Elects Sri Lankan

By Mark Michael

The Very Rev. Kanishka Raffel, dean
of Sydney’s St. Andrew’s Cathedral,
was unanimously elected as the 12th
Archbishop of Sydney by the diocese’s
synod on May 6. Raffel, a London-
born Sri Lankan and a Buddhist con-
vert to Christianity, will lead the
vibrant conservative evangelical dio-
cese, which has great power and influ-
ence in the GAFCON network.

“‘'m humbled and somewhat
daunted by the responsibility given me
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by the Synod,” Raffel told Eternity
News, a Sydney-based Christian news
network. “We believe that the Lord
works through his people — both in
making this decision and in enabling
the archbishop to fulfil his role. Like
every Christian, I gladly trust in Jesus”

Raffel, who has led Sydney’s cathe-
dral since 2016, was widely considered
the favorite among the four candidates
for the post, even though he was the
only non-bishop on the slate. The web-
site launched to promote his candi-
dacy, introducingkr.org, focused on his
deep commitment to evangelism and
traditional teaching, as well as his skills
at growing churches.

It also included endorsements of
Raffel from prominent leaders within
Australian Anglican evangelicalism,
including Bishop Richard Condie of
Tasmania, the leader of GAFCON Aus-
tralia; and the Rev. Dr. Mark Thompson,
principal of Moore Theological College.

Prior to his ministry at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, Raffel was rector of St.
Matthew’s, Shenton Park, in Perth.
There he oversaw a dramatic growth in
the parish, and helped to plant five new
congregations. He also attracted atten-
tion as a committed conservative in
one of the Anglican Church of Aus-
tralia’s most liberal dioceses. “He was
active as an evangelical leader in the
Perth synod, where he often stood
bravely for gospel truth,” said intro-
ducingkr.org.

Sydney, Australia’s largest city, is also
its most ethnically diverse. Over 40
percent of its 2 million people, like the
archbishop-elect, were born outside
the country, and only a third of its
inhabitants had both parents born in
Australia.

Addressing the synod shortly after
his election, Raffel said, “Globally,
Anglican Christianity is ethnically
diverse and our multiculturalism in
Sydney mirrors that. I'm glad that our
diocese reflects the changing ethnic
makeup of our cities and values the

participation of Australians of all back-
(Continued on page 12)
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grounds in our church life together.
Our team of bishops is almost equal
part Asian-background and Anglo.
That is contemporary Australia.”

Raffel will likely play a significant
role in the GAFCON network, which
was led for many years by his one of his
Sydney predecessors, Archbishop Peter
Jensen. GAFCON’s initial formation
emerged partly out of the strong links
Sydney had cultivated over many gen-
erations with other evangelical
Anglican dioceses, especially in Singa-
pore and Malaysia.

Briefly

One of the five most-senior bishops in
the Church of England is “stepping
back” from his duties as Bishop of
Winchester for a six-week period, in
the face of a threatened no-confidence
vote at the next diocesan synod,
according to the Church Times. The Rt.
Rev. Dr. Tim Dakin, 63, who has
served as Bishop of Winchester since
2011, reportedly has been sparking
discontent for years because of his
management style. The Church
Times reported that unidentified critics
are unhappy with what they see as a
“lack of pastoral care for clergy and the
imposition of a particular approach to
the Church’s ministry””

An afternoon fire on May 18 destroyed
the home of Rochester Bishop Prince
Singh, who escaped safely after report-
edly discovering the flames in his
garage.

Singh, who lives in the suburban
town of Perinton, New York, told Spec-
trum News that he was working from
home and participating in a Zoom
meeting when he heard a sound in his
garage and went to check it out. “I
opened the garage door and there was
fire, so then I just closed the door, ran
outside, called 911, he said. “If I had
not gone to see what was going on, I
don’t think I'd have been that lucky”

—David Paulsen, ENS
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Daring to Think
About Church
Growth

By Kirk Petersen

ver a year ago, we planned a series of stories
O about Episcopal congregations that were
growing (TLC, March 22, 2020). We started with a
top 10 list of fastest-growing churches, and with
impeccable timing we posted it the same week that
church services started closing for the pandemic.
Then it turned out that we hadn’t really identified
the 10 fastest-growing churches, because I misinter-
preted the data. I slinked away, vowed never to do
another top 10 list, and found a perverse sense of
relief that I didn’t have to think about church
growth for a while.

Time has passed, the pandemic apparently is eas-
ing, churches are reopening, and we can dare to
think about growth again. This is the first in a series
of articles focusing on one of the fast-growing
churches we identified a year ago.

St. Paul’s Church,
Prosper, Texas

When St. Paul’s was planted as a new congregation
in an elementary school in 2008, it began bene-
fitting from perhaps the most potent driver of church
growth: location in a rapidly growing area.

The population of the town of Prosper, at the far
northern edge of the Dallas suburbs, grew
160 percent in the decade beginning with
the 2010 census, and St. Paul’s now has a
building of its own. As we reported last
year, St. Paul’s average Sunday attendance
grew from 121 to 226, or 87 percent, in
the five years ending 2018. ASA was flat
at 216 for 2019, while membership and pledge income
increased. The Church Center asked congregations to
report 2020 ASA for January through March 1 only, and
that total was 213.

The Rev. Tom Smith, the vicar and only full-time
employee, said the church now offers three Sunday
services: Rite I without music at 8 a.m., and Rite II with
music at 9 and 11. Pre-registration is required for the
two later services, as capacity is limited to 50 percent,
and masks are required.

Attendance has begun to bounce back, Smith said,
bouncing around from 130 to 180 on recent Sundays,
and hitting a high-water mark of 209 in early May. That
was the Sunday when “we brought back consecrated
wine, which the people haven't had in over a year. We
did that with Baptist-style Communion cups,” he said.
“They were really happy about having both elements.”

The church is in the Diocese of Dallas, and “We lost
some people who were upset by being told by the
bishop they had to wear masks,” Smith said. “We gained
other people who were glad that the bishop was doing
it” They have two or three regular families who started
attending because they “thought their own churches
were playing too fast and loose” No St. Paul's members
have died from COVID-19.

The church slashed its budget from about $350,000
to $275,000 for 2020, but donations have been running
ahead of budget, and Smith says the budget may be re-
evaluated in the summer. The building houses a pop-
ular preschool program with more than 100 children,
which helps sustain the church financially.

Smith aims to reinforce “in any way possible why
church, Communion, and hearing a sermon is impor-
tant” The pandemic gave people a reason to fall away
from church, but some are finding they cannot draw
spiritual sustenance from Netflix.

“At the end of the service this week, I said to the
people, ‘Youre going out into a hard and dangerous
world? You need food to sustain yourself. That’s what
Communion was. It was food to sustain you in a dan-
gerous world. You needed this, and hopefully I'll see
you next week, because you'll need it again”
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Learning from England:
Lessons in Church Growth

By Jordan Hylden

What makes a church grow?

If the recent polling by Gallup is any indication, there are many church leaders
asking that question these days who are not too sure of the answer. Since I was a
teenager in youth group back in the late 1990s, church membership has dropped
alarmingly: down from 70% to 47% today. That is a lot of decline in just 20 years.
Savvier writers than I have debated what’s behind it — highly publicized sex abuse
scandals, historic shifts away from traditional Christian teaching on marriage and

sexuality, and political polarization all surely have something to do with it. But
whatever it is, church leaders today need to be very aware that complacency will
not do. Those of us charged with leadership need to be active learners and prayer-
ful penitents, seeking out what God is doing to renew his Church and humbly
open to what God may also be doing to chasten and judge.
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There are, of course, shelves full of
books on church growth and leader-
ship going back decades. I try to make
it a habit to learn from these books,
but some of them by now are a bit
dated, and some could stand to be a
bit more theologically and sacramen-
tally grounded. That's why I recently
read two books that seek to learn from
church growth in England, where the
secularizing trends that have picked up
steam in the U.S. already happened
decades ago, and where the Church of
England gives myriad examples that
are readily translatable to the sacra-
mental worship of the Episcopal
Church. If it’s growing in the good old
C of E, it’s probably something we
Episcopalians can learn from. Even
better, the two books — Learning from
London by Jason Fout, and Northern
Lights by Jason Byassee — were written
by scholar-pastors, trained as theolo-
gians and with a heart for the local
church. T highly recommend both.

What then can we learn from the
church in Old Blighty?

1. Do the basics well.

Byassee begins his book with a few
observations that should surprise no
one: “It seems to me the keys for
growth are several: a clear and com-
pelling mission, able and energetic
leadership (preferably in place for a
long period of time), a welcoming con-
gregation engaged in mission, atten-
tion paid to discipleship and growth.”

There are many ways to do all of that,
and his book, focused on church
growth in the very secular region of
northern England, tells the story of a
wide variety of growing churches: con-
servative and contemporary evangel-
ical, ancient cathedrals with high
church traditional worship, and socially
progressive churches heavily involved
in social justice work. Both Byassee and
Fout make clear that growth is not the
exclusive preserve of one style of
churchmanship over another. In that
sense, there is no magic bullet: it’s just
not true that if you add screens and gui-
tars, or choral Evensong for that matter,
they will come!

It does however seem to be true that

a church that’s clear and intentional
about its mission does better than one
that’s fuzzy about what it believes or
has a hard time focusing its collective
efforts. The Diocese of London, Fout
writes, expects its parishes to come up
with outward-focused Mission Action
Plans and to report back their self-
assessment on how theyre doing every
year.

It also seems clear that growing
churches tend to be ones with long-
serving rectors or vicars. A constant
churn of leadership puts the brakes on
long-term growth, for obvious reasons.
This isn’t a new lesson for us, of course,
but it does help in the C of E that clergy
salaries are standardized churchwide:
there’s no leaving to seek better pay
elsewhere, so perhaps less incentive to
go. There are definite advantages to
this arrangement, but it is unlikely that
TEC will adopt it anytime soon. So
long as we don't, any church will need
to think about whether their clergy
and staff are compensated in such a
way that it’s easy for their families to
stick around, instead of easy for them
to feel pressured to look elsewhere.

Being genuinely welcoming is easier
said than done. Yes, we say on the sign
that The Episcopal Church Welcomes
You, but do we really? Fout makes the
point that in many Episcopal congrega-
tions there are more graduate degrees
than the general population has college
degrees; for all of our talk about diver-
sity, we tend to be a highly-educated,
affluent bunch. As an established
church, the C of E still has the sense
that it’s meant to be the church for
everyone. Where it's growing, it’s often
because it's doing a good job at reaching
out to average everyday people, not
simply the highly educated few.

As our own Bishop Scott Benhase
has recently noted, the bread-and-
butter of church growth is about rela-
tionships: shaking the hands of new-
comers, writing personal notes, telling
people your “elevator speech” about
why you love your church and inviting
them to come, and so on. Part of Holy
Trinity Brompton’s explosive growth,
Fout notes, came from a spiritual
awakening that led them to grow in
openness toward newcomers, really
welcoming the stranger with warmth

and relational vulnerability. We Epis-
copalians have, I'm afraid, too often
earned our “frozen chosen” tagline,
perhaps fearing invading someone
else’s privacy or being pushy about our
faith.

Attention paid to discipleship,
surely, is critical: church must be a
place where were invited and enabled
to grow in faith, in prayer, in holiness,
in servant love. It’s intriguing that the
Alpha Course, which has been behind
so much growth in England and
worldwide, began its life as a course at
HTB to teach the basics of the faith to
new members.

The list of “basics” could be
extended: communications, facilities,
web presence, and the like. But if a
church has long-serving dedicated
leadership, a clear and compelling mis-
sion, and is a warm, welcoming com-
munity, it’s got a lot going for it.

2. Center on the gospel of the
risen and living Christ.

On theological grounds, of course, this
is actually more “basic” than anything
in the previous category. The growing
churches surveyed by Fout and
Byassee, though they come in all
shapes and sizes, are connected by a
clear sense that the beating heart of
their life and mission is the living God,
the gospel of grace, Christ’s atoning
sacrifice for our sins, the new life and
transformation given to us in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

The growing churches they look at
tend to be places of prayer. They pray
expecting that God heals diseases,
changes lives, and transforms hearts.
They seek God’s will, in full expecta-
tion that God will show up and lead his
church. They preach Christ crucified
and risen. They tell people about the
good news of salvation in Jesus as if
their lives depended on it. They are
places where people are not afraid to
speak openly, from the heart, about
what Jesus has done in their lives, and
not afraid to share Jesus with others.

Sam Wells writes in his foreword
that Northern Lights is actually “a book

(Continued on next page)
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about the Holy Spirit. Not a Spirit who
has self-isolated into tongues and heal-
ings, but one who constantly, relent-
lessly, astonishingly makes the risen
Christ present where all seemed lost,
forlorn, forsaken.” The same could be
said of Fout’s book, which attempts to
describe why the Diocese of London
has experienced remarkable growth in
the very same period that almost all
Anglican dioceses in the West have
experienced decline. A great part of the
story, Fout writes, is simply “openness
to God,” and an expectation that God
is alive and acting through his Church
right now. The churches Byassee and
Fout write about tend not to have
grown through increased profession-
alism or this or that program or tech-
nique. Instead, they've grown as
they’ve listened intently and prayed
fervently for God’s leading, and sought
to follow where the Lord led.

In the follow-up to his post about
relationships, Bishop Benhase makes a
similar point, making clear that as
basic as everything he said about rela-
tional ministry is, even more funda-
mental is the gospel of Jesus Christ.
“The most critical point,” Benhase
writes, is a ministry focused “on God’s
grace imputed to sinners by Christ’s
cross.” During his years recruiting in
seminaries, Benhase relates how he
made a practice of pretending to be an
average Joe asking seminarians why he
should join their church. Far too often,
he writes, all they could come up with
was something about great commu-
nity, the music program, or active out-
reach — all of which hed respond to by
saying he didn’t need church for that. “I
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waited patiently, Benhase writes, “for
some mention of how their church
could meet my greatest need, namely,
to be reconciled with God through
Jesus by his cross. Never came.”

Perhaps the greatest thing we Epis-
copalians can learn from England is
what many of the English learned years
ago: when all of the other reasons
people used to have to go to church fall
away, the only good reason left is Jesus,
his cross and our salvation. As it turns
out, that is the only reason we've ever
needed.

3. Churches that intend to
grow tend to grow.

At the beginning of his research,
Byassee assumed that it probably
wasn't all that important to growth for
a church to be focused on growth as
such. “Growth is something you get
not by aiming at it,” he reasons initially,
“but by aiming at something else. Aim
at growth and you may get it, you may
not, but its not the goal. The goal is
faithfulness to Jesus Christ, a commu-
nity’s life shaped around him, taking
part in his redemption of the world.
Clear and winsome devotion to that —
alignment of a church’s budget and
hiring and liturgy and attention
around Jesus — will fascinate and draw
others”

By the end of his research, he
decides that while he had been largely
right, it also made a real difference to
intentionally work to grow. Learning
from the researcher David Goodhew,
he comes to agree that “churches that
intend to grow tend to grow, as
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Goodhew often notes. Growth is
indeed something to aim for, as it
focuses efforts on actually reaching out
to the surrounding community in
imaginative ways, instead of allowing
collective energies to be internally-
focused and then wondering why new
people don’t show up. Like a diet,
nearly any approach to church growth
can work and usually will. The impor-
tant thing is to try, to learn, and when
some initiative inevitably fails, to try
again.

Both writers emphasize that no
single approach or program is a magic
bullet, and that the important thing is
to prayerfully seek out what God is
calling you to do in your community
with your church’s particular set of
gifts. There is no one size fits all pro-
gram to follow, except to be truly
focused on Christ’s saving work, to
pray as if you expect that God will
show up, and to listen and obey the
Spirit’s lead.

That said, there are a number of ini-
tiatives that God has used to renew
congregations time and time again.
First and foremost is the Alpha Course,
which 24 million people have taken
since it started in 1993 at Holy Trinity
Brompton. Its creators point out that
they never intended it to be an evan-
gelism course, but that’s what it
became: it was more of a discovery,
they like to say, of what God was up to
than any forethought on their part. In
essence, Alpha walks through the
basics of the faith in an 11-week series,
with recorded talks over dinner fol-
lowed by open-ended conversations.
Hosts are there to be hospitable, but
not to answer anyone’s questions: that's
left up to the Holy Spirit. Church
members are asked to commit to
prayer for those taking the course,
especially during the Holy Spirit
weekend, where inquirers are invited
to pray for the Spirit to come into their
lives. Many testify that these weekends
are where they were met and trans-
formed by Christ.

Messy Church is another C of E ini-
tiative that’s met wide acclaim, with
some 500,000 attending Messy Church
services each month in over twenty
countries. Unlike Sunday School,
which is designed for parents to drop



off their kids and go, Messy Church is
designed for parents and children to
do together: skits, games, snacks, col-
oring, a kid-friendly lesson, and so on.
Several clergy Byassee spoke with said
that Messy Church is their best-

There is no one size fits all pro-
gram to follow, except to be truly
focused on Christs saving work.

attended church service of any kind,
including their regular Sunday
morning worship! Fout relates a sta-
tistic told him by Bishop Nic Thorpe,
that 40 percent of church growth in
England is owed to Messy Church.

Messy Church is only one example of
how growing churches in England have
gotten creative about building bridges
to their communities, serving felt needs,
getting out and about instead of simply
focusing on building a better Sunday
morning experience. Fout and Byassee
both describe a number of outward-
focused ministries that seek to lower the
threshold for getting involved in
church, ways of opening the church up
to the neighborhood and sending the
church out into the neighborhood. Holy
Trinity Brompton offers practically ori-
ented courses on managing finances,
marriage, and parenting. “Fresh Expres-
sions” have popped up in thousands of
places, praying and worshiping small
communities that meet in coffee shops,
pubs, homes, and more. Sam Wells,
noticing the stream of people who
attend St. Martin-in-the-Fields for noon
weekday concerts, began offering theo-
logical meditations each Thursday on
some piece of great sacred music per-
formed by St. Martin's musicians. Now,
instead of a poorly attended Thursday
Eucharist, he has 250 people attending
each week to encounter Christ both in
word and the beauty of music.

What makes a church grow? There is
much that can be said about this pro-
gram or that initiative, much of it
worthwhile. Finally, what makes a
church grow is not any particular pro-
gram, but the holy fire and passionate
love that is behind all of the programs,
initiatives, handshakes, and hand-
written notes that God is using to

Holy Trinity Brompton, London

renew his Church. If there is a great,
all-consuming conviction that the
gospel of Jesus Christ is the pearl of
great price, worth selling all that we
have; if there is a great passion for
introducing people to Jesus and a great
love that sends us out into the mission
fields to see lives transformed, then
God’s Church will grow.

If we have lost our first love, and if
our hearts have gone complacent and
lukewarm, then the Lord will spew us

‘Wikimedia Commons

out of his mouth (Rev. 2:4; 3:16).

But the living God is alive and well in
England, filling up old churches that 50
or 30 years ago had dwindled to almost
nothing with new life and the fire of the
Spirit. God’s Spirit can breathe new life
into our dry bones, too.

The Rev. Canon Dr. Jordan Hylden is
canon theologian for the Diocese of
Dallas and priest associate at St. Augus-
tine’s Episcopal Church in Dallas.
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Pickleball

Evangelism

By Marcia Hotchkiss



y husband and I began playing Pickleball (America’s fastest-growing

sport) with a diverse group two or three times a week during the pan-

demic. Because this activity was outdoors and people were socially
distanced, it was safe and a great way to get much-needed exercise.

As is often the case, in short measure, we were outed as an Episcopal priest
and “the preacher’s wife” (their words). This led to some funny moments when
Tom was designated “Father Badass” after his pickleball skills improved. And it
also led to some honest conversations about our friends’ struggles with religion
and the church. These were often directed at me because I was “the safe one”

Two of the other women ended up coming to church with me a couple of
weeks ago to hear Tom preach. They said that Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church in Dallas was beautiful and they were moved by the music of the small
choir (due to the lasting precautions) and the liturgy. The two even said they
would like to come back. So far, relational evangelism was working.

Just one week later we were all back at the courts when one of these same
friends became insistent that COVID was really not a problem and the vaccine
caused more issues than the virus. Suddenly, I jumped in to refute her. I said
that my cousin’s healthy, robust 37-year-old son died of COVID last spring,
and that in 2021, I believed in medical science. Of course, she came right back
at me with her beliefs, and finally I had the good sense to reply, “Well let’s just
agree to disagree”” Still, I felt some damage had been done.

I told my husband that evening that I was kicking myself for entering into
this heated discussion. That prompted me to thinking about why I had felt the
need to jump in at all. Was it my need to be right? Was it my tendency to play
devil’s advocate when someone takes an extreme position? Was it my arro-
gance that I know how others should lead their lives?

As I reflected on this, I had to honestly admit that it was probably some of
all three. It made me think of Dr. Phil’s words, “Would you rather have the
relationship or would you rather be right?” But even more than that, it made
me think of how that type of prescriptive condescension never draws people
in. There was certainly no evidence of the fruits of the Spirit as described in
Galatians 5: 22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”

It seems the pandemic has only made the toxic political and culture wars
worse. It makes me sad that we Christians have all too often participated in
this mud-slinging public dialogue. Is that really the face we want to show to
the world? Will that bring anyone to Christ?

Bishop FitzSimons Allison used to say “original sin means that human
nature is evenly distributed” Personally, I have found this to be true in my life.
That’s why sometimes I just want to be right, and I can't believe others don't
appreciate my wisdom.

But then I remember Jesus. As Zach Williams sings,

Oh Lord help me be

A little more like mercy, a little more like grace

A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith
A little more like patience, a little more like peace

A little more like Jesus, a little less like me.

That is the best evangelism I know. Jesus is still attractive, even in the midst of
conflict and hate. Oh Lord, help me be a little more like Jesus and a little less
like me.

Marcia Hotchkiss is a spiritual director, speaker, and author who is a parishioner

at Good Shepherd, Dallas, where her husband, Tom, is the vicar, and a
cofounder of The Abbey on Lovers Lane.
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Remembering a Broken Body

The 2021 Bampton Lectures:
“Four-Dimensional Eucharist”
By Jessica Martin
youtu.be/E2SG4TdAXBY

Review by Micah Latimer-Dennis

year on both sides of a computer

screen. Halfway through the year, I
transitioned from watching worship to
helping lead it.  was happy to make the
switch. Serving in the altar party, I no
longer had to wonder what it was I was
doing.

The screen seemed less important
on the other side. The cameras
strapped to the pillars reminded me,
sometimes, of the oddity of what was
happening, but I found it far easier to
teel I was worshiping when I was at
church.

Occasionally, though, even on the
recorded side of the screen the strange-
ness breaks through. In her recent
Bampton lectures, Jessica Martin
describes one such moment. Raising a
consecrated host before a camera in an
empty cathedral, she recalls thinking,
“It's come full circle — the year might
as well be 1521. But the rood screen is
an electronic one.” The resemblance to
late Medieval practice is uncomfort-
able. Once again the laity could see but
not eat the Bread. Proximity to the
Sacrament was reserved for clergy.

It’s one of many illuminating and
unsettling observations Martin gives
in her lectures, collectively titled
“Four-Dimensional Eucharist.” The
talks explore Christianity’s central rite
in the context of the COVID pandemic
and the wider context of contemporary
life. As her title suggests, shes particu-
larly interested in how the rift between
life on and offline and, beneath it,
between seeing the world as simply
material and seeing it as open to some-
thing more, affect worship.

Perhaps it’s appropriate, then, that
the first pair of lectures, “The Point of

Ispent the Sunday mornings of last

20 THE LIVING CHURCH - June 13, 2021

The Rev. Canon Dr. Jessica Martin, delivers the Bampton Lectures in May.

Eucharist” and “Flat Eucharist:
Schemes and Screens,” were given to
an empty University Church in
Oxford. Parts three and four, “The
Eucharist as Theatre: Place and Space”
and “The Eucharist in Time,” had an
audience present alongside the digital
livestream.

The lectures are four meditations on
what it means to celebrate today the
meal the Lord instituted. Each returns
to the question I had to keep myself
from asking last year before a screen:
What are we doing when we celebrate
the Eucharist? They proceed by obser-
vation and allusion more than argu-
ment.

Before her ordination to the priest-
hood and ministry in a multi-parish
benefice, Martin taught English litera-
ture at Cambridge. She now serves as
residentiary canon at Ely Cathedral.
The lectures reflect the breadth of her
experience. Poems by John Donne and
Osip Mandelstam open two lectures,
but contemporary culture comes in too
— avant garde music, video games,
and, more than once, Patricia Lock-
wood’s memoir, Priestdaddy. Though
the range of references sometimes feels
stretched, Martin’s use of cultural and
sociological terms for a rite usually
described in strictly theological lan-

guage is welcome.

The talks defy easy summary. But a
strand running through all four is her
worry about how the ritual works
today. The community of sacramental
Christians in the United Kingdom is
shrinking, as it is in the United States
and Canada. And those in this com-
munity are, like those outside it, sub-
ject to the same pervasive uncertainty
about how matter and the immaterial
interact.

Of course this uncertainty has roots
in debates about the Eucharist, and the
continued inability of Christians gen-
erally and Anglican Christians specifi-
cally to agree on what happens at the
altar makes the rite ambiguous. And
this has a direct consequence: “we have
no idea how to catechize”

Martin worries that the connection
between word and meaning in
eucharistic ritual today is broken. This
isn't to say that God doesn’'t meet us at
the table. But those who eat and drink
(when they're able to) at the Church’s
feast come with a “split sensibility.”
Arguments about the rite, and our
ambivalence about the material world’s
connection with the invisible, keep
many from coming to communion
undivided. Screens split in a different
though analogous way: worship is



divided between those on and in front
of a screen. To those outside the
Church, the rite may be more readily
accessible online, but its meaning is
more obscure.

It's no surprise Martin doesn't offer a
solution. She comes closest to a
response in the fourth lecture. Earlier in
the lectures, ritual is described as a door
between matter and spirit. It exists,
Martin says, “in the subjunctive mood.”
Bread may become God; the painful
end of one man’ life may become the
hope of the rest of humanity.

In the final lecture, the focus shifts
to time. Just as musicians use repeti-
tion to evoke endlessness, the repeated
action of Holy Communion is the
place where the present and the per-
manent meet, she says. The repeated
enactment of Christ’s sacrifice does
more than show what once took place.
In remembering his life, death, and
resurrection, we are met by him. And
in this remembering the gaps and
holes and wounds of our own pasts are
met too. What happened on the road
to Emmaus keeps happening. Remem-
bering the broken body changes those
present.

As churches return to in-person
worship, alongside questions about the
logistics of worshiping safely will be
questions about presence and absence.
The recording equipment in many
churches won't go away simply because
the threat of contagion has. And of
course the ambivalence many Chris-
tians feel about what words prayed
over bread and wine can do won't go
away either.

Listening to Martin’s lectures half a
world away, I found myself hoping that
whatever shape worship takes, the cost
of presence would be remembered.
Too often this past year it has felt as if
worship only worked when our sepa-
ration was temporarily forgotten.
When that separation is behind us, its
cost should be remembered. Christ is
present to us in the Sacrament because
he was broken. As his body comes
together again around the altar, I hope
we remember the cost.

Micah is a transitional deacon in the
Anglican Church of Canada. A native of
Chicago, he lives in Toronto with his wife.

Diverse Bishops Honored
at Wycliffe College Event

By Cole Hartin

ycliffe College in Toronto
Wawarded honorary degrees to
an archbishop from the

Global South and two Canadian bishops
representing Anglicans in the Arctic and
Anglicans of multicultural backgrounds
in Canada at a ceremony held virtually
on May 17. Wycliffe is an evangelical
Anglican seminary on the campus of the
University of Toronto. Along with six
other theological colleges, it is part of
the Toronto School of Theology.

The bishops receiving Doctor of
Divinity honors were the Most Rev.
Mouneer Anis, Archbishop of the
Anglican Province of Alexandria and
Bishop of Egypt; the Rt. Rev. Annie
Ittoshat, Suffragan Bishop of the
Arctic; and the Rt. Rev. Stephen Leung,
Area Bishop of Asian and Multicul-
tural Ministries of the Anglican Net-
work in Canada.

Archbishop Anis offered the Con-
vocation Address the following day on
“The Vocation of the Minority Church
in a Multicultural Context” He spoke
about the distinct challenges for Chris-
tians who are minorities in both sec-
ular Western cultures, and in Eastern,
predominantly Islamic, cultures.

“Both Churches in the East and the
West are minorities facing challenging
and sometimes hostile cultures in
today’s world,” Anis said. He focused
on the importance of the Church’s mis-
sion, noting that it “it is not an option
to be adopted or neglected, but a cru-
cial vocation of the Church to be ful-
filled so that the Church might be the
living body of Christ.”

Archbishop Anis spoke of the great
growth occurring in regions of his see,
including in the Horn of Africa, where
in 2000 there were only seven
churches, and now there are 140.

He emphasized that the success in
the Middle East came through the
Church fulfilling its mission through a

holistic vision of the Gospel, in which
Christians are concerned not only for
the spiritual welfare of their communi-
ties but for their physical well-being as
well. He highlighted interfaith initia-
tives that aim for the common good in
Egypt as examples of Christian witness

“When we tolerate
the norms of society,

they creep into the
heart of the Church.”

—Bishop Stephen Leung

in a challenging context.

Bishop Leung offered a response to
Archbishop Anis’s lecture, praising his
emphasis on mission.

“If we allow the Holy Spirit to reign
and meet us in mission, as the Holy
Spirit did at Pentecost, God the Spirit
will do the same great missional work
today. Regardless of our small number,
this is the promise God has given to us.
God will use the minority to despise
the majority”

Bishop Leung also noted the dan-
gers that come from losing sight of the
Churchs distinctly Christian mission,
pointing to schools and other institu-
tions that have in effect ceded to secu-
larism, though they may have been
founded by Christians eager to pro-
claim the Gospel.

“When we tolerate the norms of
society, they creep into the heart of the
Church,” he warned. Bishop Leung
stressed making the Gospel intelligible
to local cultures without muddling our

(Continued on next page)
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priorities. He emphasized that the
Church must “hold on to God’s call, to
preach the Gospel and to build up
[indigenous] converts as leaders of the
Church”

After Leung’s response, participants
were invited to pose questions to the
honorees.

The Rev. Dr. Ephraim Radner, pro-
fessor of historical theology, moder-
ated the discussion. Each bishop spoke
atlength in answer to a question about
the unique challenges in both their

Eastern and Western contexts.

Bishop Ittoshat called the COVID-
19 pandemic a “shaking” from God.
“For the people of the North, there has
always been this knowing there is a
God,” she said. “We have always known
there is that higher than ourselves.
When COVID hit, there was a shake
for everyone, a shake that he is God,
that he is a God who is in control”

For Ittoshat, the pandemic was
reminder to the Northern people of
their faith’s importance.

Dr. Radner asked each bishop to

express their dream from God for the
Church.

“I dream that the Church would
become strong and focused more on
the mission of Christ and engaged
more with the society;” Anis said. “This
is the dream I have, to see the Church
really loving the majority, not loving
because of a hidden agenda, but loving
because Jesus loved everybody.”

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin is assistant
curate of St. Luke’s, Saint John, New
Brunswick.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Kauai, Hawaii, dedicated a new pipe organ on May 16, the only church on

the island with a pipe organ. The organ is unique in having the stops translated into the Hawaiian lan-

guage, including one for a conch shell (middle of bottom row in photo above). Gold leafing was applied

to the facade by volunteer artists from the congregation. The pipes are a combination of new and reused

from the former organ. The number of pipes was increased fourfold. The project had been in the works

for the better part of a decade and the cost was $500,000, with no debt remaining. The church’ original

pipe organ was installed in 1925. Visit allsaintskauai.org to learn more and see other photos.
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“The Hybrid
Church’
What Is It?

Part 1

By Neva Rae Fox
Correspondent

hen pandemic restrictions

were thrust upon all areas of

life, many in the Episcopal
Church transferred to an online alter-
native for worshiping in order to main-
tain connections and spirituality.

But now that restrictions are being
lifted, three overriding questions arise:
Will churches return solely to in-per-
son worship? Or will churches opt for
online only? Or will a hybrid emerge
that captures the essence of church and
fills many needs?

The hybrid church uses both online
and in-person worship.

An examination of hybrid church
evokes various, albeit fundamentally
similar, attitudes.

“Hybrid as a blended model is the
way I am looking at it going forward,”
said Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe of the
Diocese of Central New York. “Some
people in a place and some people who
are tuning in””

“My definition of a good hybrid
would be livestreaming the services,
then you bring Communion to people
in one way or another, and for things —
programs or Bible study — have people
able to phone in,” said the Rev. Hannah
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Armidon, a supply priest in the Dio-
cese of Springfield.

“Hybrid church is inclusive church,”
said the Rev. Tim Schenck of St. John
the Evangelist in Hingham, Massa-
chusetts. “Not only can we connect in
our own community with those who
cannot be there for whatever reason —
illness, vacation, homebound — there
are so many reasons to embrace hybrid
worship”

Many look at hybrid worship as a
form of evangelism. Duncan-Probe is
one of them. “Hybrid, evangelism, in-
clusivity. Zoom allows for greater reach
and greater evangelism.”

“One of the gifts of the pandemic is
that it taught us new ways to evange-
lize,” agreed Bishop Andy Doyle of the
Diocese of Texas.

Doyle, the author of Embodied Litur-
gy: Virtual Reality and Liturgical The-
ology in Conversation, added, “Hybrid
can be a form of evangelism, but evan-
gelism is meant to bring people into the
church. Bible study online — yes. Book
study online — yes. It's not Eucharist”

“Hybrid can be a form of evange-
lism,” Armidon agreed. “Bible study is
evangelism — thats the place where
you can ask all the questions. That’s a
good way of using the online presence
without sacrificing the community. I

think it's more like church shopping,
which I think is dangerous.”

She added, “T think it could end up
fracturing communities. It can be iso-
lating. People’s lives are a mess right
now. I think the online provides flexi-
bility. But for the sacraments and those
acts of communal worship, that’s the
biggest danger, of losing that”

For some, hybrid is the future.

“Our digital presence matters more
now than ever,” said Canon Mike Orr of
the Diocese of Colorado. We've spent
the last 14 months connecting online
with worshipers, and that experience
has been transformational. We've been
forced to think beyond our walls in a
new digital space, for worship, for spir-
itual formation, and for community
engagement, and it has worked. We've
grown in new ways and experienced
community like never before”

The Rev. David Peters of St. Joan of
Arc in Pflugerville, Texas, considers
online and social media critically im-
portant now more than ever. “It’s the
nature of the reality today,” he said. “I
think it always will be.”

As a church planter, Peters “was al-
ways looking for ways to connect with
people. Hybrid works if you focus on
both groups — those who show up in
person, those who show up online.”



He first turned to the social media
platform TikTok solely to meet his
neighbors. Now, he has 89,000 follow-
ers on TikTok.

“TikTok loves novelty,” Peters said.
“I was the first Episcopal priest who
was more liturgical on TikTok. I got
the little spotlight in the beginning. Not
much anymore. That’s how the viral
world works.”

During the pandemic, Washington
National Cathedral has experienced an
upsurge of online followers across the
country creating a robust community.
“We are fostering a community,” said
Kevin Eckstrom, chief communica-
tions officer. “There is a defined online
community that has been built.”

He added, “I think hybrid is here to
stay. It might look different — it might
shrink or contract, but those people are
there. We plan to be there for them.
They are part of our cathedral uni-
verse. Whether they come once a week
or once a month or once a year, they are
our community.”

“We have learned to live into the na-
tional part of National Cathedral.”

Orr said hybrid is an opportunity for
new ministries, citing “online ushers
and greeters, engaging people in chat,
preparing the technology.”

“Hybrid is really important,” Schenck
said. “Absolutely there is a place in the
Episcopal Church for hybrid.”

Schenck wrote Hybrid Church: A
Way Forward for Church Leaders.
“During the pandemic, there were
challenges, but we got creative and ex-
perienced community and God in some
very life-giving ways.”

Schenk reckoned that this may be a
turning point. “This is it,” he said. “We
need to embrace it. It’s not that tradi-
tional worship is getting thrown out.
It’s getting blended. This is a huge op-
portunity for us as the church. We can’t
go back to the way it’s always been and
pretend that this pandemic didn’t hap-
pen.”

He added, “We met and worshiped
with people from all sorts of ZIP Codes.

Virtual parishioners are real parish-
ioners. They can be part of their com-
munity. Hybrid broadens the scope of
‘Who is my community?’”

Calling online ministry “the ultimate
church shopping experience,” Schenck

added, “The world has changed. With
digitally integrated ministry, we are
really trying to integrate the ministry
between the brick and mortar, and on-
line.”

“The blessing of this pandemic time
is that we’ve had to figure out how
to be church outside our buildings,”
said Bishop Kym Lucas of Colorado.
“More congregations have begun using
technology like Zoom and social media
to host not only worship but also for
spiritual formation and community en-
gagements. I suspect more people have
heard of, and engaged with, the Epis-
copal Church in the last year than in the
last 10 years and I hope that we con-
tinue reaching out with our message of
love, mercy, and justice.”

Bishop Pierre Whalon chairs the
House of Bishops’ Ecclesiology Com-
mittee and presented “Questions for a
Strange Time” for conversation. In it,
he addressed the 1918 pandemic in
which “50 to 75 million people died in
that year, including two of my great-
aunts. Thank God COVID-19 is noth-
ing like that! But they did not have the
internet then, obviously, and the ready
availability of that technology now has
led to creative and effective ways to
stay connected to each other and God.”

But Hybrid also raises many con-
cerns for some church leaders.

“When we digitize, we have cut the
gospel off at the knees,” Armidon said.
“It’s a tool, but it can’t be the only
means of worship or community.”

The Rev. James R. Rickenbaker,
assistant rector at Aquia Church in
Stafford, Virginia said, “Hybrid church
fosters a consumer approach to church.
You can watch one church one Sunday
and another church the next, all from
the comfort of your couch.”

Rickenbaker said that the online and
in-person “do not need to be the same”
and he feels strongly that “the online
option should be less attractive than the
in-person.”

“I don’t think we need to be foster-
ing online community,” Rickenbaker
said. “I think it’s a good thing for this
time, because it has helped people to be
in community.”

However, Rickenbaker named con-
cerns. “First and foremost, we are
losing the sacraments. We are losing

a sense of embodied worship. Being
together to worship the one true God
— that’s what we are called to be. And
that’s what we are called to do. In-per-
son should be normative. We get the
sacraments. We get to worship God.
And there is something formative about
the liturgy that should not be missed.”

While he supports online Morning
and Evening Prayer, Rickenbaker said,
“If we can funnel people from online
virtual worship to in-person worship,
that’s the goal. I don’t foresee online
worship as a goal. It should be a means
to a purpose to have people in-person.”

The Rev. John Mason Lock of Trin-
ity in Red Bank, New Jersey, doesn’t
believe watching worship virtually
fulfills spiritual needs. “We’re not just
consumers when we go to church,”
Lock said. “We are engaged.”

He added, “On the other hand I can
see why people would want to continue
virtually. I think there will be a lot of
pushing to retain it. It does have advan-
tages.”

As there are concerns, there are also
hopes for hybrid.

“My hope that we will listen to the
Spirit,” Duncan-Probe said. “That we
will listen and allow God to transform
the Church. The real interest is in peo-
ple knowing Jesus and finding God.
That we make disciples.”

“My hope is that people remain,”
Lock said. “We are redirected to come
back together not only as a Church but
as a community of Christian people, in
a renewed faith.”

“We live in an in-between time,”
Doyle said. “We see the internet as a
great massive disrupter in society, that
has a huge influence on us. A part of
what’s happening is an embellishment
— we still see it as a thing, but in 50
years it won’t be separate. The way our
lives and bodies are meshed with tech-
nology, it will be an appendage.”

He added, “I think we need to see
this as an opportunity to grow and
stretch. We should not be afraid of it,
but we need to be wary of those things
that may be damaging to others. This is
an opportunity to open doors to a place
where people have a feeling of safety
and a way to navigate. A safe place.”

“We need to ask questions now, for
the future.”
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Spiritual Disciplines for a Digital Age —
An Interview with Dr. Sara Schumacher

Sara Schumacher is the author of Re-
imagining the Spiritual Disciplines for
a Digital Age, and a dean, tutor, and
lecturer in theology and the arts at St.
Mellitus College in London. On a recent
episode of The Living Church podcast,
she discussed the spiritual disciplines
with Amber Noel. Here are excerpts of
that conversation.

What is a spiritual discipline? What
are the primary goals of a spiritual
discipline?

The spiritual disciplines put us into
the way of the Spirit. They are the prac-
tices, handed down through the tradi-
tion of the Church, found in Scripture,
that Christians have participated in and
practiced individually and corporately,
to be conformed into the image and
likeness of Christ.

How are the spiritual disciplines most
apt to be frustrated in our age?

The first thing that comes to mind is
attention — attention to God. The dis-
traction of digital technology, and the
fact that our attention is the commodi-
ty of digital technology, that app devel-
opers need it in order to make money,
is a particular challenge. Our attention
to God has always been under threat.
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In your booklet, you focus on three
spiritual disciplines: solitude, sim-
plicity, and Sabbath. After a year of
being in and out of lockdown, how is
solitude different from loneliness or
isolation?

Solitude is about creating space, and
I think its also about creating time.
What it means is that when you create
that space, that space is then able to be
filled with the presence of the Spirit
as the other disciplines are practiced.
And that’s where I've come to learn the
difference between solitude and lone-
liness. For me, loneliness feels like an
empty space. There’s this space around
you, but it’s an emptiness.

I ended up four months on my own
in lockdown because both of my flat-
mates ended up stuck in their respec-
tive countries of origin. And there were
times of solitude, but by the grace of
God I didn't feel loneliness. There was
a quality to my solitude, there was a
fullness to my solitude, and it was like I
wasn't alone. This is why people can be
lonely even when they’re surrounded
by other people. The loneliness is there
because there’s a diminished quality to
the relationships even with those that
are around. And there’s something in
solitude, as that space is created, as we
commune with God, in which we know
we're not alone.

So how does this specifically relate to
digital technology, in the life of the
Church as well as in the lives of indi-
vidual Christians?

When we practice solitude as in-
dividuals — if in solitude we become
attentive to God, attentive to ourselves
— we then become attentive to oth-
ers, which is where the individual then
turns to the building up of the body of
Christ. We are called to care for one
another, to love our brothers and sis-
ters. The corresponding outworking
of practicing solitude as an individ-
ual leads us to loving and caring and
responding attentively, carefully, and
wisely to those God has put around us.
But then that affects how we live in the
world, because we also then become
attentive to “Who is my neighbor?” Be-
cause I am letting my mind and heart
be conformed into Christlikeness, it
starts with an individual practice, but
then ends in having ecclesial and mis-
sional implications.

Do we need to impose disciplines
or fasts on ourselves, like a cleanse,
when it comes to the use of digital
technologies in worship these days?
Like one service a month, where we
don’t stream, for example? One ser-
vice a month we might worship “the
old fashioned way,” and for those who



can’t come, we'll feel that loss, we’ll
pray for them, but we will practice a
kind of solitude, camera-free?

I think that’s a really interesting idea.
It made me think that the one place I've
experienced a collective solitude, not
so much from cameras but from our
phones, is the cinema. There’s an advert
at the beginning of the film that says
something like, “Please switch off your
phones, and enter into the wonderful
world of the cinema.” And people obey.
Clearly, we are capable of collective sol-
itude. And when we come together to
worship God, we are collectively com-
ing into his presence. And surely that
is worthy of switching our phones off
and being fully attentive and present to
him and to each other. But yet we don’t
seem to have either the courage to do
that, or, dare I say, the imagination, to
believe that what we're going to experi-
ence in that space is worthy of such ac-
tion. I think a collective commitment is
something really interesting to explore.

What does a life lived simply look
like, in terms of spiritual discipline?

Simplicity is about learning to let go.
It’s letting go so that we can grasp onto
that which is most important. “Seek

first the kingdom of God, and all these
things will be added unto you.” I think
that verse is marking what the life of
simplicity is. It forces us to interrogate:
“What am [ paying attention to? What
am I holding to? What has become an
inordinate attachment or addiction?
What has been put into the place where
God should be?” Simplicity starts with
the interrogation of ourselves and what
has taken hold. It is that seeking first,
from which actions follow.

Simplicity is probably one of these
things that might look very different in
practice for different types of people.
For some people, depending on where
they are, a simple life in relation to
technology actually may include quite
a lot of use of it. For other people, sim-
plicity may be minimal use, depend-
ing on what tempts them to seek that
which is not God’s kingdom. Solitude is
that “container discipline” that creates
space, that helps me do that discerning
work of what has become an addiction,
what is deforming me.

We need to be constantly reviewing
and discerning our use of technology.
It’s very easy to slip into a duplicitous
life. You can curate your life online, and
you can quite easily deceive yourself.

Let’s talk about Sabbath. Sabbath is
intentionally taking the space which
God commands, and which our bod-
ies demand, stopping, accepting our
limitations, to reorient toward God,
love God, and enjoy creation and oth-
er people. What risks to Sabbath have
you seen, in relation to digital tech-
nology, over the course of the pan-
demic? And what returns to Sabbath
have you seen?

The main risk to Sabbath in the pan-
demic was particularly related to tech-
nology, which very quickly became our
only — or main — way out of our phys-
ical spaces — to work, to connect with
friends and family, to be entertained.
If Sabbath is about resting, accepting
limitations, handing over control, the
pandemic made it harder to believe
that there was goodness in that resting,
that there was something there in that
resting. For so many people so much
was being lost. And technology was the
one thing to hold on to from normal
life that we had all of a sudden stripped
away.

June 13, 2021 - THE LIVING CHURCH 27



BOOKS

John Donne Redone

Review by Timothy Jones

ver the years, I've dabbled in
O John Donnes key works. At

least in theory, I've had a soft
spot for this poet-preacher-priest of
17th-century England, a contempo-
rary of Shakespeare. My year of Angli-
can studies two decades ago at the
University of the South (Sewanee)
made me aware of the drama of his
life: fame as a secular romantic poet,
his ruined career and imprisonment
for marrying young Anne Moore,
tenure later as a renowned London
cathedral dean. I could vaguely recall,
too, the challenges of ministry he
faced in plague-ridden times, and
during his battle with disease, which
all now seems especially relevant.

But even in the course taught by
Professor Bob Hughes on the history
and literature of spirituality, even with
a week of my Sewanee class devoted
solely to Donne, I found his Devotions
upon Emergent Occasions tough sled-
ding. I dutifully read the excerpts
found in the Paulist Press Classics of
Western Spirituality volume on
Donne, our text. I sought out the pas-
sages in the Devotions that helped
make Donne one of the most quoted
of the English divines: “For whom the
bell tolls,” for instance, written as
Donne faced down a potentially fatal
illness (it turned out not to be bubonic
plague, as first feared, but a form of
typhus). Or perhaps best known of all,
“no man is an island, entire of itself;
every [one] is part of continent,” for-
ever immortalizing his gift for finding
the apropos phrase while challenging
self-isolating individualism.

But truly stick with the work? I con-
fess I didn't get far.

Philip Yancey, critically hailed and
widely published author, was not
afflicted with my easily deterred ways.
Not only has he long been a fan, but
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Yancey turned to Donne with
renewed zeal when he realized how
Donne, almost 400 years ago, could
shed brilliant light and pathos on our
time’s pandemic languishing.

Yancey noted a pattern in his
friends that was puzzlingly similar to
mine. “Over the years,” Yancey writes
in the introduction to his new pub-
lishing project, “I have bought copies
of Devotions and given them to
friends. ‘Did you read it?” I've asked
time and again, only to get a sheepish
reply such as T tried, really, but just
couldn’t past the language and old-
fashioned syntax.””

Undaunted, Yancey writes, “In an
act of either daring or folly, I decided
to attempt a modern paraphrase of
this classic work.”

How glad we can be that he did.
Yancey, still going strong in a career
that has seen 15 million books in
print, published in over 50 languages
worldwide, has both the veteran
writer’s gravitas and a journalist’s sen-
sitivity to simpler expression. Many of
his books have circled back to his nag-
ging questions about finding God in
suffering, so it's no surprise that
Yancey would have pursued Donne,
nor a surprise that Yancey offers
insight on living and dying well, to say
nothing of capturing Donne’s insight
on weathering disease.

I therefore found A Companion in
Crisis a warmly accessible rendering
of Donne’s pained and fervent account
of a month’s confinement to his bed,
never knowing when a dawning day
might be his last.

Yancey is quick to clarify that he’s
been “brutally selective in slashing any-
thing that required explanations:
archaic science or Greek mythology or
even obscure Bible passages” This vol-
ume serves best as an aid to prayer and
careful reflection or as an inviting intro-
duction rather than a scholarly work.

A Companion in Crisis
A Modern Paraphrase
of John Donne’s Devotions
By Philip Yancey
Mumify Media Global, pp. 160, $14.95

I am grateful for Yancey’s accom-
plishment: An introduction and a few
chapters before and after Donne’s 23
Devotions give compelling perspec-
tive and help the reader make connec-
tions to our ordeals and pandemic
disruptions. The arrangement also
rounds up the chapters to 30, making
this slim, inviting volume suitable for
a month of daily readings with Donne.

With Yancey’s adapting of phrases
and trimming away of antiquated
turns of expression, I've been able to
grasp more surely the raw intensity of
Donne’s prayers, the struggles and
protests of his soul, and ultimately the
radiant steadiness of the Renaissance
cleric’s abiding faith.

The Rev. Timothy Jones, former dean of
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Colum-
bia, South Carolina, is rector of St. John's
Episcopal Church in Halifax, Virginia.
He is the author of more than a dozen
books on prayer and the spiritual life,
including The Art of Prayer: A Simple
Guide to Conversation with God, and
he blogs at revtimothyjones.com.



Market and Moral Reasoning

Review by James W. Murphy

helpful new book, Money Matters:

Faith, Life and Wealth by R. Paul
Stevens and Clive Lim. This short book
will be a useful new tool for personal
reflection as well as for stimulating
conversations about reconciling the
benefits and challenges of wealth and
the dangers that an obsessive love of
money creates.

Using numerous biblical and histor-
ical references, Stevens and Lim
encourage a healthy and integrated
view of money, wealth, and the abun-
dance of God’s grace. Unlike many
other spirituality-focused texts that
tend to denigrate secular success,
Stevens and Lim encourage a broader,
biblical view of wealth, through honest
personal storytelling and insights on
the history of currency, capitalism, and
changing Christian perspectives on
wealth through the ages.

Their personal reflections on wealth
and money are quite intriguing
because of their very different cultural
histories. Clive grew up poor in Singa-
pore, followed by substantial but hard-
fought business success, as compared
to Paul’s very comfortable childhood
in Canada. The authors’ stories will
move readers to reflect on their rela-
tionship with money and the successes
or failures in their work lives. Their
book also provides an interesting his-
torical perspective on changing atti-
tudes toward wealth, including how
ancient temples, including Jerusalems,
served as nexuses for wealth to show
God’s glory and as places for the redis-
tribution of resources to those in need.

The authors argue for an integrated
attitude toward wealth as an opportu-
nity to benefit society without its self-
serving near deification in the secular
world. The authors also elaborate on
the false integration found in the pros-

Integration is the main theme of a

perity gospel. Others may find Chapter
9 a revelation on how the positivism of
postwar American society provided
the perfect breeding ground for its
growth. The authors do a good job dis-
cussing the recurring Christian preju-
dice against secular work as opposed to
holier activities.

As someone who has sought to inte-
grate spiritual grounding into in my
work roles, I appreciated their
reminders that Christ typically
grounded his parables in daily work
and tasks, to be more meaningful and
to join the secular and sacred. As Lim
writes in Chapter 5, market reasoning is
not complete without moral reasoning.
Stevens and Lim seek to stimulate
honest reflection and conversation on
the place of money in our lives and the
importance of finding holiness in
everyday experiences, in place of a
faulty and dangerous dualism.

The love of money, not its posses-
sion or accumulation, is what endan-
gers one’s soul. Their Chapter 6 rec-
ommends a very biblical shrewdness,
that wealth is meant to be a grace from
God and therefore a tool to care for
others and enhance community well-
being, not simply for self-serving
hoarding.

I would certainly agree with Lim and
Stevens that gracious capitalism, and
the scientific innovations that market-
based economies encourage, have
improved the human condition
throughout the world. However, this
book will likely not convince every
church leader of the societal benefits of
individual wealth. No economic system
is perfect, and the authors admit capi-
talism’s potential down sides, especially
the risk of the commoditization of
nearly everything and the radical
income disparities of the 21st century. I
also regret that it’s not specifically dis-
cussed, but their insights on the duty of
wealth for improving the lives of others

Money Matters
Faith, Life and Wealth
By R. Paul Stevens and Clive Lim
Eerdmans, pp. 199, $19.99

could encourage socially responsible
investing, corporate stewardship and
stockholder engagements with compa-
nies.

For most readers, the book’s study
questions will be a very useful exercise
for encouraging more honest personal
reflection and beneficial conversations
about money within congregations.
Their questions encourage important
discussion on how we often segregate
our work and spiritual lives from more
integrated moral choices. Whether we
are statistically wealthy or not, this
book encourages its readers to listen
to God’s call to weave holiness into
every part of our lives.

James W. Murphy is managing program
director for stewardship resources and
operations at the Episcopal Church
Foundation and the managing editor of
Faithful Investing: The Power of Deci-
sive Action and Incremental Change.

June 13, 2021 + THE LIVING CHURCH 29



BOOKS

Everything Is Not Okay

Review by Stewart Clem

ou might not guess from the title
Y of Graham Tomlin's Why Being
Yourself Is a Bad Idea and Other
Countercultural Notions that it has any-
thing to do with Christianity. This was
possibly a deliberate choice by the
author, who is the Bishop of Kens-
ington in London.

But make no mistake: this is a book
that’s not only written from a Chris-
tian perspective — Christianity is the
subject matter. This slim volume is, in
fact, a cleverly disguised book of apolo-
getics. Granted, it’s not the how to beat
your atheist neighbor in an argument
sort of apologetics, but rather it offers
an apologia, a defense, of the Christian
faith for the skeptical or inquisitive
reader.

It belongs to that venerable legacy
charted by C.S. Lewis's Mere Christi-
anity and N.T. Wright's Simply Chris-
tian. One feature that sets Tomlin’s
book apart is that it is unabashedly of
the moment. For example, it describes
the profound effects of social media on
our lives, and there are more than a
handful of references to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Given that the pandemic
has drastically slowed all channels of
publication and distribution, the pub-
lisher must have worked fiercely to get

this book in print as quickly as pos-
sible.

The book opens with a rather bril-
liant deconstruction of one of our
Western culture’s most sacred precepts:
“be yourself” There are countless vari-
ations of this mantra, which has
become so platitudinous that it is
almost meaningless. The specific itera-
tion Tomlin has in his sights is the
claim that authenticity provides a guar-
anteed path to freedom.

In other words, as long as you are
following your heart’s desires, and as
long as you are not merely trying to
meet the expectations of other people,
you will find happiness. Tomlin dis-
mantles these false promises of authen-
ticity and self-acceptance by showing
that they set us on a path that ulti-
mately leads to nowhere.

The truth, Tomlin explains, is that
even when we finally tune out all the
haters, when we gain the confidence to
accept who we really are and discover
our true selves, we will still have that
nagging feeling that everything is not
okay. And the reason for that feeling is
the simple fact that everything is not
okay. What he describes is what St.
Augustine discovered many centuries
ago: our hearts are restless until we rest
in God. We are seeking something
beyond ourselves, even if we can’t

“Only a poet can see this clearly, be this honest, and
still hope this much.”
— Douglas A. Blackmon, Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

“Johnson has laid the healing tools in our hands, and
left instructions. This is how it starts.”
— Cornelius Eady, Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize

Available Wherever Books and Ebooks Are Sold
www.pegasusbooks.com
Distributed by Simon & Schuster

ISBN 978-1-64313-466-6
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Why Being Yourself
Is a Bad Idea

and Other Countercultural Notions
By Graham Tomlin
SPCK, pp. 192, $15

articulate what that something is.

Readers might suspect that the book
has a generational slant, and indeed it
does. While Bishop Tomlin belongs to
the Baby Boomer generation, the con-
cerns of this book—as well as its
tone—seem most clearly oriented
toward Millennial and Gen Z readers.
Thankfully, I didn’t detect any pan-
dering or any cringe-inducing “How
do you do, fellow kids?” pleas, but the
writing speaks most clearly to those
who are still trying to find their bear-
ings and figure out what kind of
person they want to be. This is evident
not only in the frequent references to
social media and pop culture, but also
in Tomlin’s (correct) assumption that
the younger generation, especially in
the United States and the United
Kingdom, is increasingly unchurched
and uninformed about the actual
teachings of Christianity.



While many of the questions are
perennial and have been tackled by
countless theologians and apologists
already, Why Being Yourself Is a Bad
Idea is unique because it speaks in a
contemporary idiom that affirms what
is good about contemporary culture
while also pointing out what is missing
and what it gets wrong. For example, in
the chapter “Why Justice Matters and
Why We Don't Really Want It” Tomlin
explains that our sin, our propensity
toward evil, cannot be ignored if we
really want to talk about fixing the
world’s problems. There are spiritual
realities at play that can never be
addressed adequately by social engi-
neering alone.

Similarly, in the chapter “Why
Freedom Is Not What You Think It Is,”
Tomlin dismantles the widespread
notion that the absence of coercion is
the essence of freedom. If freedom ulti-
mately means that I am not bound by
any obligations or responsibilities to
others, then solitude is the pinnacle of
human existence. But this clearly flies
in the face our social nature, which
inherently longs for community and
belonging. To be truly free, Tomlin
argues, is to be given the ability to live
as we were created to be: to be in fel-
lowship with others and to be oriented
toward something beyond ourselves.

The rhetorical purpose of these
chapters is to reorient the reader’s
mind toward a fundamental truth
about reality, namely, that each of us
experiences a fundamental longing for
transcendence. “Being yourself” is a
dead end, because it can only turn us
inward when we need to turn outward.
This setup allows Tomlin to introduce
Christianity as a narrative that is pri-
marily about the reconciliation of God
and humanity, and he does this very
delicately, without delving into minu-
tiae or controversial topics. His pres-
entation of the faith is winsome and
devoid of the smugness and tri-
umphalism that so often turns people
away from Christianity.

There are almost no new ideas in
this book, but that is not a criticism. In

fact, it's probably one of the book’s
greatest strengths. It was not written
for theologians or spiritually mature
Christians. Nor was it written for those
with serious philosophical objections
to Christianity who have thought and
read a great deal about their objections.
It was written for the millions of people
who know little about the Christian
faith (or who think they know about it,
but don’t) and need to hear the evange-
lion—the ‘good news’ of the Gospel—
afresh.

And while clergy are not the pri-
mary readership, I would still recom-
mend it as a source of helpful
preaching and teaching illustrations.
Tomlin has a real gift for explaining

complex ideas with simplicity and
clarity, and church leaders would do
well to emulate his communication
style.

Its fitting that this volume is pub-
lished by the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge. The SPCK is the
oldest Anglican mission agency in the
world, and Tomlin’s book embodies
that mission. It’s a timely and (as the
title suggests) countercultural book,
and I hope it is read widely.

The Rev. Dr. Stewart Clem is assistant
professor of moral theology at Aquinas
Institute of Theology and priest asso-
ciate at the Church of St. Michael & St.
George in St. Louis.

Probing Ethical Questions on Race

Review by Richard J. Jones

urrent as the antiracism course
‘ This is Sacred Ground, yet rem-

iniscent of the old Seabury
Series middle-school Stories of Chris-
tian Courage, here is a bundle of
probing ethical discussion questions
for today, anchored in details of the
1950s and ’60s desegregation struggle
in the southside Virginia county seat
town of Martinsville.

We meet Francis T. West, a successful
businessman who marshaled other
laymen to resist the bishop and clergy
bent on integrating the new conference
center. The irritant for racial justice is a
29-year-old priest, a wrestler who drives
a turquoise Thunderbird and stirs the
youth to love life and listen to God.

Leading this Episcopal congregation
is a segregationist justice of the Virginia
Supreme Court who, “with no less than
the kindest regards and Christian con-
cern for our Negro brethren,” deplores
the Church’s intruding into so serious
and politically explosive a “sociological
problem.”

Out of 84 total, here is one example
of the discussion questions the author
offers: “Doctrine can be defined as
belief based on higher authority such

as Scripture or ancient Church tradi-
tion, while policy can be defined as
adopted principles of action. Was
racial integration a matter of doctrine
or policy?”

Pollina has demonstrated to me that

Justitied by Her
Children

Deeds of Courage
Confronting

a Tradition of Racism

By Roy G. Pollina.

Mariner Media, pp. 269, $14.95

opening the pages of a scrupulously
documented parish history can expose
one’s own troubling cognitive disso-
nances and one’s comfortable lazy
thinking.

Pollina cautions: “The best discus-
sion questions are the ones that are
generated spontaneously from the
material. This Discussion Guide exists
only as a prompt. The questions are not
intended to be the first, only, or best
question for yourself or your group.”

The Rev. Dr. Richard ]. Jones is emeritus
professor of mission and world religions
at Virginia Theological Seminary.
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Appointments

The Rev. Jennifer Allen is missioner in the
Diocese of Kansas.

The Rev. Paul Anderson is interim rector of
Trinity, Demopolis, Ala.

The Ven. Stannard Baker is the Diocese of
Vermont’s archdeacon for deacon formation.

The Rev. John Bullock is assistant priest at
Grace Cathedral, Topeka, Kan.

The Rev. Whitney Burton is rector of Good
Shepherd, Dunedin, Fla.

The Rev. Dn. Cindy Campos is parish
deacon at St. Andrew’s by the Lake, Lake Elsi-
nore, and St. Thomas, Temecula, Calif.

The Rev. Benjamin Capps is interim rector
of St. Andrew’s, Glenmoore, Pa.

The Rev. Cliff Carr is supply priest at Trinity,
Easton, Pa.

The Rev. Gerald DeWayne Cope is rector of
St. Athanasius, Brunswick, Ga.

The Rev. Cooper Conway is interim priest
in charge of Caroline Church of Brookhaven,
Setauket, N.Y.

The Rev. Angela M. Cortifias is associate
rector of St. David’s, Austin, Texas,

The Rev. Andrew Cooley is interim rector of
St. Mary’s, Lakewood, Wash.

The Rev. Philip Craig is rector of St. James,
Wilmington, N.C.

The Rev. Shay Craig is vicar of St. Michaels,
Hays, Kan.

The Rev. Sidnie Crawford is assisting priest
at Christ, Stroudsburg, Pa.

The Rev. James Detrich is rector of St.
John’s, Norman, Okla.

The Rev. John Davis is parish deacon at
Epiphany, Clarks Summit, and St. Peter’s,
Tunkhannock, Pa.

The Rev. John F. Dwyer is vice president and
chief operating officer of Church Divinity
School of the Pacific, Berkeley, Calif.

The Rev. Dr. Beth M. Echols is priest in
charge of St. Benedict’s, Lacey, Wash.

The Rev. Heather B. Erickson is associate
priest at St. John’s, Ross, Calif.

The Rev. Lorenzo Galuszka is rector of St.
Barnabas, Denton, Texas.

The Rev. Jenifer C. Gamber is missioner for
the Diocese of Washington’s School for Chris-
tian Faith and Leadership.

The Rev. Emily Garcia is assistant rector of
Our Redeemer, Lexington, Mass.

The Rev. Sarah Ginolfi is priest in charge of
Trinity, Rutland, Vt.

The Rev. Chris Golding is chaplain at
Seabury Hall, Makawao, Hawaii.

The Rev. Canon Hillary Greer is the Diocese
of Pennsylvania’s canon for education and
renewal.

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Grosso is associate
rector for worship and liturgy at St. Michael
and All Angels, Dallas.

Sara Gunter is the Diocese of Spokane’s
canon for youth and family ministries.

The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson is assistant
rector of St. Margaret’s, Washington, D.C.

The Rev. Timothy Hannon is rector of
Christ, Manlius, N.Y.

The Rev. Dan Hinkle is interim rector of
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Holy Nativity, Rockledge, Pa.

The Rev. Lisa Ann Hoffman is rector of
Christ Church, Toms River, N.J.

The Rev. Al Holland is interim rector of St.
George St. Barnabas, Philadelphia.

The Rev. Ed Hunt is rector of Holy Trinity,
Onancock, Va.

The Rev. Canon Alan James is interim
canon missioner of the Diocese of Western
Michigan’s Southern Region.

The Rev. Canon Dr. Anne-Marie Jeffery is
the Diocese of Washington’s canon for congre-
gational vitality.

The Rev. Arthur Jones is assistant priest at
Redeemer, Sayre, Pa.

The Rev. Louise Kalemkerian is priest in
charge of Grace, Trumbull, Conn.

The Rev. John Marcantonio is priest in
charge of St. Brigid’s, Nazareth, Pa.

The Rev. Bill Martin is rector of St. Mark
and St John’s, Jim Thorpe, Pa.

Rebekah and Robert Mason are co-direc-
tors at Thomas the Apostle Center, Cody, Wyo.

The Rev. Ashley Mather is rector of St.
Paul’s, Manhattan, Kan.

The Rt. Rev. James Mathes is dean of studies
for the Diocese of San Diego’s School for Min-
istry.

The Rev. Laird Macgregor is vicar of St.
Martin in the Fields, Edwardsville, Kans.

The Rev. Robert Magoola is rector of St.
Mark’s on the Campus, Lincoln, Neb.

The Rev. Frank Maxwell is interim pastor of
St. Luke’s, Sister Bay, Wis.

The Rev. Canon Cody Maynus is the Dio-
cese of South Dakota’s canon for formation.

The Rev. Lisa Mensinger is rector of St.
Alban’s, McCook, Neb.

The Revs. Diane and Don Paulson are
parish priests at Trinity, Pocatello, Idaho.

The Rev. Peter Pearson is interim rector of
St. Mark’s, Moscow, Pa.

The Rev. Jenn Pilat is priest in charge of All
Saints/Todos los Santos, Meriden, Conn.

The Rev. Birch Rambo is priest in charge of
Resurrection, Eugene, Ore.

The Rev. Matt Rhodes is priest in charge of
St. Stephen’s, Forest, Va.

The Rev. Bruce Robison is the Diocese of
Pittsburgh’s chaplain to the retired clergy.

The Rev. Rodney Roehner is rector of St.
Matthew’s, Maple Glen, Pa.

The Rev. Michael Roeske is priest in charge
of St. Alban’s, Fort Wayne, Ind.

The Rev. Martha Rogers is priest in charge
of Emmanuel, Killingworth, Conn.

The Rev. Emily Snowden is program coor-
dinator for the Diocese of Washington’s School
for Christian Faith and Leadership.

The Rev. Dave Snyder is development
officer for Episcopal Community Services of
the Diocese of New Jersey.

The Rev. Dr. Bryan Spinks is priest in charge
of St. Andrew’s, Northford, Conn.

The Rt. Rev. James Stanton is clergy in
charge of Holy Trinity, Garland, Texas.

The Rev. Christopher Stephen is assistant at
Epiphany, Richardson, Texas.

The Rev. David Stock is rector of St. David’s,
Lincoln, Neb.

The Rev. Gary Sturni is priest in charge of

St. Andrew’s, Stamford, Conn.

The Rev. Teresa Terry is associate rector of
Ascension, Dallas.

The Rev. Elizabeth B. Tester is priest in
charge of St. Luke’s, Lincolnton, N.C.

The Rev. Dr. Doug Thomas is vicar of
Trinity Church, Albany, Texas.

The Rev. Roy Thomas is priest in charge of
St. Andrew’s, Farmers Branch, Texas

The Rev. Tommy Thompson is rector of
Washington Memorial Chapel, Valley Forge, Pa.

The Rev. Dr. William J. Watson III is priest
in charge of the Episcopal Church in Okatie,
Ridgeland, S.C.

The Rev. Laura White is rector of St.
Martin’s, Palmyra, Maine.

Tim Willard is chancellor of the Diocese of
Delaware.

Ordination
Diaconate

Iowa: Jean Marie Davis, Wineva “Eve” Ped-
erson Mahr

Mississippi: Jenny Michelle Newman,
Rebecca Marie Smith

Montana: Heidi Jones-Magee (parish
deacon, St. Paul’s, Virginia City, and Trinity, Jef-
fers, Mont.)

New York: Mary Ellen Barber, Megan Paige
Miller, Heather Kathleen Sisk

North Carolina: Joseph Mark Dzugan,
Kristin Nicole Edrington, Maureen Carol
Flak, Pamela Rich Haynesto

Pittsburgh: Brandon Cooper

Springfield: Mark Klamer, David Knox

Utah: Suzanne Miller

Western Louisiana: Rita Jefferson

Western Massachusetts: Rachel (Jac) Essing
(pastoral associate, Lawrence House Service
Corps, South Hadley, Mass.), Peter Feldman-
Mahan, Anna Woofenden

Western Missouri: Michael Richard Johns,
Ryan David Wiksell

Virginia: Steve Busch, Courtenay Evans,
Shea Godwin, Peter Fraser-Morris, Salli
Hartman, Brian Justice, Celal Kamran, Peg
Moncure, Steve Pace

Priesthood

New York: Sr. Marie Promise Atelon, S.S.M.
(assistant, Trinity Wall Street, New York)

Iowa: Eric Joseph Rucker (assistant, St.
Andrew’s, Des Moines)

Kansas: Jennifer Allen (bishop’s curate for
mission, Bethany House and Garden, Topeka,
Kans.), Mary Donovan (assistant chaplain,
Canterbury House, Lawrence, Kan., and Can-
terbury House, Kansas State University, Man-
hattan)

Kentucky: Valerie Mayo (priest in charge,
St. George’s, Louisville, Ky., and campus min-
ister, University of Louisville Episcopal-
Lutheran Campus Ministry)

New Jersey: Shelton Nkhrumah Seaton
Radix (assistant, St. Stephen’s, Riverside, N.J.)

Northern Indiana: Kirsten Laurel Guidero
(assistant, Gethsemane, Marion, Ind.)

Springfield: Carter Aikin (curate, St. Paul’s,
Carlinville, T11.)

West Texas: Evan M. Hierholzer (curate,
Holy Spirit, Dripping Springs, Texas)



Western Michigan: Radhajyoti Kaminski
(St. Mary’s, Cadillac, and St. Andrew’s, Big
Rapids, Mich.), Eileen Stoffan (priest in charge,
St. Paul’s, Muskegon, Mich.), Philip Zou-
tendam (curate, St. Titus, Durham, N.C.)

Western North Carolina: Kevin Wayne
Todd (priest in charge, St. Paul’s, Edneyville,
N.C)

Receptions
Priesthood

New Jersey: The Rev. Marcel Tabone (from
the Roman Catholic Church)

Retirement

The Rev. J.D. Brown as rector of Holy
Trinity, Garland, Texas.

The Rev. Rebecca Crise as rector of St.
Mark’s, Paw Paw, Mich.

The Rev. Hugh Dickenson as associate
rector of St. MarK’s, Grand Rapids, Mich.

The Rev. Dr. Valerie Fargo as director of the
Diocese of Eastern Michigan’s Coppage-
Gordon School for Ministry.

The Rev, Mike Fedewa as rector of St. Paul’s,
Muskegon, Mich.

The Rev. Maria Tjelveit as rector of Medi-
ator, Allentown, Pa.

Secularizations
Holy Cross, Dallas, Texas
Saint Mary’s Chapel, the University of
Georgia, Athens

Deaths
The Rev. Dr. Frazier Washington Allie Jr., a
native Virginian who served as rector of
parishes in all three Virginia dioceses, died
May 15 at 90.
A native of Greene County, Allie served in
the U.S. Navy during the
Korean War, and attended the
University of Richmond on
the G.I. Bill. After several years
of work with DuPont, he
entered Virginia Theological
Seminary to train for the priesthood.

Ordained in 1961, Allie served Virginia
churches for all 35 years of his ministry, with
the exception of a two-year term assisting the
hymn writer and liturgical scholar F. Bland
Tucker at Christ Church in Savannah,
Georgia. He was rector of Wicomico Parish in
Virginia’s Northern Neck; Grace Church, Cis-
mont, in the Piedmont; and Emmanuel,
Staunton, in the Shenandoah Valley. In Cen-
tral Virginia, he served the PAC Cure, a group
of three linked churches in Powhatan, Amelia,
and Cartersville; as well as Johns Memorial
Church in Farmville, from which he retired in
1996.

Alongside his parish ministry, Allie taught
ethics at two Episcopal high schools, Stuart
Hall in Staunton and St. Anne’s in Char-
lottesville. He also cofounded a men’s discus-
sion group in Charlottesville called TAS
(Thesis-Antithesis-Synthesis).

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn, their
three daughters, and five grandchildren.

(Continued on next page)
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We Know Not How

he prophet Ezekiel, ministering

during the 70-year Babylonian
Captivity, speaks often of hope for a
return to the land of Israel and the
restoration of a legitimate king in the
Davidic line. His hope is not merely
for the Jews, but for all people, and so
he highlights the universal blessing of
Israel promised to Abraham and antic-
ipates the catholic scope of the Church.
Using the image of a small twig pruned
from a cedar tree, he promises great
and generous growth. To be clear, he is
speaking of Israel, the Church, and all
members of the Church.

“I myself will take a sprig from the
lofty top of a cedar tree; I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one from the
topmost of your twigs; I myself will
plant it on a high and lofty mountain®
(Exod. 17:22). “I myself” God will do
this; God will prune and plant and pro-
vide for growth. “On the mountain
height of Israel I will plant it, in order
that it may produce boughs and bear
fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under
it every kind of bird will live; in the
shade of its branches will nest the
winged creatures of every kind” (Ezek.
17:23).

Hearing the promise of the prophet
Ezekiel, we inevitably recall the words
of Jesus: “I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and
I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. ...
My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disci-
ples” (John 15:5, 8).

The exiled children of Israel and,
more expansively, the exiled children
of Eve will grow under the watchful
eye of the risen Gardener (John 20:15).
The Psalmist expands the theme. “The
righteous flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in the house of the
Lord; they flourish in the courts of our
God. In old age they still produce fruit;
they are always green and full of sap”
(Ps. 92:12-14). Loving us to the end,

the risen Lord promises prosperity in
good works and virtue even to old age.

Just as we do well to meditate occa-
sionally on death, we may profit from a
consideration of advancing old age. It
is not uncommon to hear of an “aging
church” and an “aging society;” along
with attendant anxieties about survival.
There is another and better way to con-
sider this. “The old age of the church,’
says St. Augustine, “will be white [gray]
with good works, but it shall not decay
through death” (Sermon on Ps. 92).
The gray hair of an old person may be
a testimony to a long life of fruit-
bearing, which not even death can end.
Do we not grow in grace forever and
ever? The Church is ever ancient, ever
new.

God plants and provides, gives
growth in ways hidden from view.
“The kingdom of God,” says Jesus, “is
as if a someone would scatter seed on
the ground, and would sleep and rise
night and day, and the seed would
sprout and grow, he does not know
how. The earth produces of itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head” (Mark 4:26-28).

God plants the seed; God prunes the
twig; God gives the growth. But God’s
working is largely hidden. We know
not how. We know our obligations and
our bounden duty, we know our joys
and our sorrow, we know our triumphs
and devastation. But below the surface
of what we know, providence pulsates
hidden growth and goodness.

Look It Up
2 Corinthians 5:16

Think About It

A new creation sprouts from the tree
of the cross.
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The Rev. Elborn E. Mendenhall, who com-
bined a career in public health with decades of
rural ministry in Mississippi and Kansas, died
January 28 at 92.

Mendenhall was born in Garden City,
Kansas, and grew up in Dodge City. He grad-
uated from Kansas State University with a
degree in chemical engineering, and then

enlisted in the U.S. Air Force,

earning a degree in public

health at Harvard during his

five years of military service.

He answered a call to the

priesthood, and after training

for the ministry at General

Seminary, he was ordained in 1960. He began

his ministry with a curacy at Grace Church in

Utica, N.Y,, and was the rector of Cincinnati’s

Holy Trinity Church for four years. He served

Mississippi parishes for four years before
moving back to Kansas in 1970.

He worked for many decades as an engi-
neer for the State Department of Health and
Environment in Kansas, and served congre-
gations in Blue Rapids, Iola, and Yates Center.
Grace Cathedral in Topeka recognized him
last February for his long and faithful service
to the churches of the Diocese of Kansas.

Mendenhall was also an enthusiastic pho-
tographer and genealogist, and a lifetime
member of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion. A devoted fan of Kansas State Wildcats,
Mendenhall was a season ticket holder for
basketball and football for over 40 years. He is
survived by his wife, Burney, three children, a
stepson, and ten grandchildren.

The Rev. Dr. Charles Leon Wood, who served
as a military chaplain for nearly 60 years, died
April 15 in Southern Pines, North Carolina, at
93.

He was born in Rahway, New Jersey, and
was raised in Atlantic City. He was a veteran of
World War II, serving as a radio operator for
the 20th Air Force. After his discharge, he
began an extensive series of studies in educa-
tion and divinity, which included degrees
from Rutgers University, General Seminary,
and Philadelphia Divinity School, as well as
diplomas from several military institutes.

He was ordained in 1954, and served con-
gregations in New Jersey, including as rector
of St. John the Baptist in Linden for nine years,
and of Holy Trinity in Ocean City for 13 years.
His final post was as rector of the Church of
the Transfiguration in Indian River, Michigan,
though he assisted in several parishes during
his retirement in North Carolina.

Wood was a chaplain with the New Jersey
National Guard and with the Civil Air Patrol
for decades, and taught at Glassboro State Col-
lege and Durham Technical School. He is sur-
vived by Nancy, his wife of 64 years, as well as
two children, four grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.
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Track 1: 1 Sam. 17: [1a, 4-11, 19-23], 32-49 or 1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16
Ps. 9:9-20 or 133 « 2 Cor. 6:1-13 « Mark 4:35-41
Track 2: Job 38:1-11 e Ps. 107:1-3, 23-32 « 2 Cor. 6:1-13 « Mark 4:35-41

Peril and Hope

eep awake! This warning about

“the master’s return” at an
unknown hour captures something of
what it is like to read the Bible care-
fully. Without constant attention and
care, one will likely fall for easy solu-
tions, especially when those solutions
have supporting Scriptures. Consider
the following while holding in mind
the terrible, heartbreaking, and soul-
crushing tragedies a person may suffer.
“No testing has overtaken you that is
not common to everyone. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with
the testing he will also provide the way
out so that you may be able to endure
it” (1 Cor. 10:13).

It is not uncommon, however, for
people to suffer unbearable burdens
and feel there is no way out. We may
assert that Jesus is the Way, but his way
includes suffering and death, blood
and gasping breath, wounds and a
pierced heart. Sometimes we do well to
say little, resist easy answers we give
primarily for our own comfort, which
may add to the suffering of others.
Silence, listening, companionship,
practical aid, and a few tender words
may be the only honest answer to
human anguish.

In the world of the Bible, God is
present before the storm, in the storm,
and after the storm. Yes, this is per-
plexing.

The Bible offers hope, a conviction,
a yearning for divine help amid human
life as it is, both beautiful and terrible.
“Some went down to the sea in ships,
doing business on the mighty waters;
they saw the deeds of the Lord, his
wondrous works in the deep. For he
commanded and raised the stormy
wind, which lifted up the waves of the
sea. They mounted up to heaven, they
went down to the depths; their courage
melted away in their calamity” (Ps.
107:23-26).

God is mysteriously the cause of the

wind, the waves, and peril. God also
hears the cries of human beings and
comes with help. “Then they cried to
the Lord in their trouble, and he
brought them out from their distress;
he made the storm be still, and the
waves of the sea were hushed” (Ps.
107:28-29). Again, this is a hope, a
conviction, a yearning that God will
not leave us without comfort and pro-
tection.

The Son of the living God rests
while a storm rages. “On that day,
when evening had come, Jesus said to
them, ‘Let us go across to the other
side! And leaving the crowd behind,
they took him with them in the boat,
just as he was. Other boats were with
him. A great windstorm arose, and the
waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. But
he was in the stern, asleep on the
cushion; and they woke him up and
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing?” He woke up and
rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
‘Peace! Be stilll’ Then the wind ceased,
and there was a dead calm” (Mark
4:35-39). “He made the storm be still,
and the waves of the sea were hushed”
(Ps. 107:29). That is our hope.

Do we have faith? Perhaps not. After
all, sometimes the waves crash in, fill
the boat, and threaten peril. Some-
times, like the Egyptians, we sink into
the depths like a stone. If we have faith,
we have it as a gift. As St. Augustine
says in Confessions, “My faith invokes
you, O Lord, which you have given to
me, which you have breathed into me
through the humanity of your Son, and
the ministry of your preacher”

Look It Up
Mark 4:26-27

Think About It

God is our help, but we know not how.



SUNDAY’S READINGS

| 5 Pentecost, June 27

Track 1: 2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27 « Ps. 130 « 2 Cor. 8:7-15 « Mark 5:21-43
Track 2: Wis. 1:13-15; 2:23-34 « Lam. 3:21-33 or Ps. 30 « 2 Cor. 8:7-15 « Mark 5:21-43

Health and Salvation

When we tell a story about some-
thing in the past of special signif-
icance or meaning, we often describe it
in the present tense. In this way, we pull
a story into the present and make it feel
like it is happening now. For instance,
“I'm picking out my wedding dress”
“We're driving to the south rim of the
Grand Canyon.” “Sitting in the waiting
room, I see the doctor walk in”

In a sense, this is how we approach
all Scripture, reading so that the effi-
cacy, force, and virtue of a past event
leap into the present. And this most
certainly is the key to the liturgy, which
is never a mere recollection of the past,
but the past touching the present in
manifold and powerful ways. Every-
thing God did, he does.

The story of the healing of the
woman with an issue of blood and the
story of the raising of Jairus’s daughter
are told with a generous dose of “pre-
sent participles” and verbs in the “pre-
sent tense.” This gives the story imme-
diacy and urgency and thrusts it with
great force into the present so that we
hear it as our story.

We begin with the woman who was
suffering from hemorrhages for 12
years. She endures much under many
physicians, spends all the money she
has, gets no better, but instead grows
worse. Then, hearing about Jesus as he
passes by, she pushes her way into the
crowd. If we imagine the crowd gath-
ered around Jesus as a symbol of the
Church, we may see her coming into
the holy community whose head is
Christ. Like Moses, who saw the back
of God, but not his face, the woman
approaches Jesus from behind,
believing that if she touches his gar-
ment, she will be healed. Then the mir-
acle: (1) healing, (2) shared knowl-
edge/communion with Christ, (3) the
glory of the searching face of Christ.

When we say that Jesus healed a sick
woman, we recall that Jesus has healed
and is healing all of us even if, like the
risen Lord, we still have wounds in our

flesh. Healing is a mystery. Even as we
are still suffering in some ways, we
know that we have pressed our way
into the Church, we have drawn close
to Christ, we have touched his gar-
ment, and we have known in our
bodies that he has touched our lives. It
is not merely that we “feel” something.
We feel and know. The woman “knew
in her body” And there is another kind
of knowledge. “Jesus immediately
having known within himself that
power had gone out from him, turned
around in the crowd” (Mark 5:30; lit-
eral translation). Jesus and the woman
know each other, and that knowledge
reaches even the body. Jesus then
searches for her, she comes to him and
confesses. She is looking at Jesus, and
Jesus is looking at her, and she beholds
the glory of his face.

Healing is a sign of resurrection.

We move from sign to reality in the
raising of Jairus’s little daughter. Jairus
reports that she is “at the end,” near
death. Like the woman with the issue
of blood, all earthly hope has been
exhausted. Jesus follows Jairus but is
interrupted by the woman. When Jesus
finally arrives at Jairus’s home, the
child is dead. Reading or hearing this
story, one is struck by the words “at the
end” and “your daughter is dead” On
the purely natural level, these words
are trustworthy and final. All we go
down to the dust.

The resurrection of the little girl
happens within the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who is the life of the
world.

Look It Up
John 14:19

Think About It

Because I live, you also will live.
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Anglicans Believe

Catechesis for Episcopal parishes

This is a challenging season for Christian
formation. We want to help you creatively
reach and teach:

¢ Newcomers to faith or to Anglicanism

o Newcomers to your congregation
(online or in-person)

e Those preparing for baptism and
confirmation

¢ Anyone interested in deepening
their faith

Anglicans Beligve is developed by the
editors and writers of The Living Church as
a beautiful and portable teaching tool for
Episcopal congregations. Focused on basic
topics of Anglican theology, these rich
resources can be shared for use in virtual
and in-person contexts, such as:

e Transitioning visitors to community

e Small groups

e Sunday school and confirmation classes
¢ Marriage counseling

e Ministry training

The back panel includes space for
customizing with parish information.

Choose from 12 different topics; pamphlets
are sold in packages of 10 copies for
$14.95 each. Sample packs: $19.95/each.

Order now:
bit.ly/AnglicansBelieve
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SUNDAY’S READINGS

| 5 Pentecost, July 4

Track 1: 2 Sam. 5:1-5,9-10 ¢ Ps. 48 « 2 Cor. 12:2-10 « Mark 6:1-13
Track 2: Ezek. 2:1-5 ¢ Ps. 123 ¢ 2 Cor. 12:2-10 « Mark 6:1-13

New Sight and a Wound

Like the prophet Ezekiel, Jesus
Christ is anointed with the Holy
Spirit, set upon his feet, and sent to “a
nation of rebels,” a people “impudent
and stubborn” (Ezek. 2:3-4). The
Psalmist, in a sense, speaks of Christ
who faces “scorn,” “the scorn of those
who are ease,” “the contempt of the
proud” (Ps. 123:4-5).

From his saving cross, Jesus endured
verbal abuse and jeering. “And those
who passed by derided him, wagging
their heads, and saying, ‘Aha! You who
would destroy the temple and build it
in three days, save yourself, and come
down from the cross!” (Mark 15:29-
30).

The rejection of Jesus is a judgment
upon humanity. “And this is the judg-
ment, that the light came into the
world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds
were evil” (John 3:19). This judgment,
however, is not beyond mercy. “The
light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it” (John
1:5). Sin may blind us to the light, but
it cannot extinguish the light. Indeed,
baptism, which is both a cleansing
from sin and incorporation into Christ
by the Spirit, has justly been called illu-
mination. The new humanity created
by Christ sees in a new way. From now
on,” says St. Paul, “we regard no one
from a human point of view, even
though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, ...we know him
no longer in that way” (2 Cor. 5:16).

Christ has come. Do we see him
with the eyes of faith? Christ has sent
his messengers. Do we see them with
the eyes of faith? Christ has sent us as
his ambassadors. Are we seen and
received with the eyes and ears of faith?
O ye of little faith. Have you no faith?
Christ is still being rejected not only in
every instance that human dignity is
denied and crushed but also in ways
more tempered, a kind of reasoned dis-
missal.

“He left that place and came to his
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hometown, and his disciples followed
him. On the sabbath, he began to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard
him were astonished. They said,
‘Where did this man get all this? What
is this wisdom that has been given to
him? What deeds of power are being
done by his hands!"”” (Mark 6:1-2). The
astonishment of the crowd and its
recognition of the wisdom and power
of Jesus is an occasion for faith, but
faith does not come. “Is not this the
carpenter, the son of Mary and the
brother of James and Joses and Judas
and Simon, and are not his sisters here
with us?” And they took offense at him”
(Mark 6:3). He is one of us. How spe-
cial can he be?

A similar dismissal, born of too
much familiarity, can infect the life of
the Church. We have heard it all
before. How special can it be? We may
treat with scorn our most treasured
gift, Jesus Christ, who has come for the
life and salvation of the world. We
grow cool and complacent, tepid and
analytical. We pick at the “Jesus of his-
tory” and are pleased with doubts and
dubious reconstructions. And, sadly,
this lack of faith may impede the work
of Christ. Rejected by his own, Jesus
“could do no deed of power there”
(Mark 6:5a). The grace of God does
not operate by force and violence.

There is yet hope in human weak-
ness and divine love. “He laid his hand
on a few sick people and healed them”
(Mark 6:5b). In a sense, there is a sick-
ness we need, a thorn in the flesh that
keeps us from being elated. When I am
weak, then I am strong.

Look It Up
Psalm 123:1

Think About It
Behold him with faith and adoration.



CLASSIFIEDS

RECTOR: St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Salisbury,
Maryland. St. Alban’s identifies as Christ-centered, radi-
cally embracing people and creation. We are a diverse pas-
toral-sized church in an expanding community on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Our ministries encompass con-
tinuing spiritual formation, servanthood in the world, and
social and environmental consciousness. Worship services
welcome children, and we celebrate with liturgies from
around the Anglican Communion. Parishioners are active in
diocesan, community, and cultural life. St. Alban’s has main-
tained active online worship throughout the pandemic, and
in-person worship is now permitted. We seek an energetic
rector who will lead us to grow in our relationships with
God, our ministries, and new ways to share Christ’s love in
our church, community, and the world.

Visit us online at www.stalbanssalisbury.com and
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury .

To apply: send a cover letter, resume, and OTM profile to
Ms. D.S. Rinehart, C/O St. Alban’s Episcopal Church,
P.O. Box 1511, Salisbury, MD 21802

ASSOCIATE RECTOR: All Saints Church, Chevy
Chase, Maryland, a vibrant growing parish in Diocese of
Washington, seeks ordained priest to join our team. Will
report to the Rector and work closely with other clergy/staff.
Ministry opportunities: preaching, teaching, pastoral care,
liturgy, small groups, outreach, family ministry, etc. Specific
responsibilities determined in consultation with Rector.
Must exhibit passion for Biblical teaching, deep personal
relationship with Jesus Christ, desire to spread the Gospel,
and serve those in need. Candidates of all experience levels
considered. Contact info@allsaintschurch.net

Rector Opening in Chicago

St. Paul’s Church by-the-Lake Episcopal Church
is seeking a full-time rector. St. Paul’s is a caring
parish family serving the northeast side of the
City of Chicago known as Rogers Park and is a
neighborhood church seeking to meet the spiri-
tual needs of a diverse community. Our congre-
gation has a global perspective drawn from
many places in the Anglican Communion, and
we value our Anglo-Catholic tradition that con-
nects us to God with liturgy that enlightens and
comforts and music that uplifts our souls. We
are a traditional Anglican Church centered on
the liturgy found in the Book of Common
Prayer, and Sunday services draw members
from our diverse backgrounds with a Low Mass
and sung High Mass each Sunday. Additionally,
there is a Sunday afternoon service offered in
the Dinka language for the members of the
Sudanese community and Daily Masses each
day of the week. During the pandemic, the con-
gregation has remained a connected community
through online worship and Sunday School and
gradual re-start of in-person worship following
diocesan guidelines.

To learn more, please visit Stpaulsbythelake.org,
and to apply, and visit
Episcopalchicago.org/for-clergy/clergy-openings.

ASSOCIATE RECTOR
(Full Time)

Trinity Episcopal Church,
trinityepiscopalchurch.com,
is located in Columbus,
Georgia in the Diocese of
Atlanta. Columbus is the
third largest city in Georgia.
Our historic church is located
in the heart of a vibrant city
life and near the Chatta-
hoochee River and an exciting
urban whitewater rafting

exciting ministry opportunities.

We value our traditions and are exploring new ways to be the church in these changing
times. We are searching for a creative and caring priest to explore with us new and

Interested candidates should apply through the Diocese of Atlanta —
episcopalatlanta.org

POSITIONS OFFERED

FULL-TIME RECTOR: St. George Episcopal Church
is a community of 600 people whose mission is to proclaim
by word and action the healing love and Good News of God
in Christ. We are located in an active senior community, The
Villages, in Central Florida. While older in years, we are a
youthful and energetic community serving our Lord. We
have a vibrant outreach program supporting local, national
and international projects. Our music program includes
beautiful organ music, a vocal choir, and bell choir. We have
a lively online ministry as well, including podcasts, e-
newsletters, and a strong presence on Facebook, YouTube
and Instagram. We seck an experienced spiritual leader who
will guide the work of our clergy and lay volunteers, lead our
stewardship campaigns and who thrives on pastoral care.
Contact Fr. Dan Smith at florida.dan262@gmail.com;
see our portfolio at otmportfolio.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: St. Peter & St. Paul, Marietta,
Georgia, secks a full time Youth Minister for a Christ-cen-
tered relational ministry. Our Mission is Growing Disciples
of Jesus Christ. We will hire the right fit, either a lay Youth
Minister or an Associate Rector for family ministries.
www.peterandpaul.org. Contact the Rev. Tom Pumphrey

at tpumphrey terandpaul.org.

P

POSITIONS OFFERED

RECTOR: The Church of the Ascension, Knoxville,
Tennessee, a large, vibrant, active congregation located
within sight of the Great Smoky Mountains, seeks a wise,
collaborative, and experienced priest to partner with them
in reducing suffering and building Beloved Community
across the region. The politically-diverse congregation is
filled with invested lay-leadership: ASA over 350 pre-
pandemic. Throughout the last year they have proven to
be resilient, remaining connected and faithful with weekly
online engagement in worship and education continuing
in the hundreds. Broad and lively with a complex history,
they have completed a three year intentional interim
period and are poised for a period of pandemic recovery

and growth. www.knoxvilleascension.org

Qualified applicants will be a priest in good standing
with considerable experience in the Episcopal Church
ready to lead and manage a large staff in a complex, well-

resourced system.

To apply: submit an updated resume, OTM profile, audio
or visual recordings of 2-3 recent sermons, and a cover letter
to the Rev. Canon Michelle W. Bolt (mwbolt@dioet.org)

by June 15, 2021.

Write to advertising@livingchurch.org

to place your classified ads

e Clergy Discount

e Guaranteed Dates

¢ 3 Estimates with only 1 survey
e All Major Van Lines

800-733-0930

REL@CATION

CENTER

Ask for a clergy moving Specialist and discover
why thousands of churches, clergy and seminarians
have relied on us for over two decades.

www.clergyrelocation.com ¢ info@clergyrelocation.com
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Vail, Colorado

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION

19 Vail Rd.

970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Jacksonville, Florida
DIOCESE OF FLORIDA
325 N. Market St.
904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

Santa Rosa Beach, Florida

CHRIST THE KING EPISCOPAL CHURCH
480 N. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332

christthekingfl.org

Sarasota, Florida

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
222 South Palm Ave.
941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

Vero Beach, Florida

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave.
772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Augusta, Georgia

CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD

2230 Walton Way
706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

Savannah, Georgia
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH
1 W. Macon St.
912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Springfield, lllinois
DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
821 S. Second St.
217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

Harrod’s Creek, Kentucky
ST. FRANCIS IN THE FIELDS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

6710 Wolf Pen Branch Rd.
502.228.1176
stfrancisinthefields.org

Louisville, Kentucky

THE CONSORTIUM

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

615 Breckinridge Lane
502.899.7613
theconsortiumforchristianunity.org

Chevy Chase, Maryland
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

3 Chevy Chase Cir.
301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

Hagerstown, Maryland
SAINT JAMES SCHOOL
17641 College Rd.
301.733.9330
stjiames.edu

Minneapolis, Minnesota

EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MINNESQOTA
1101 W. Broadway Ave.
612.871.5311

episcopalmn.org

New York, New York

PARISH OF CALVARY-ST. GEORGE’S
61 Gramercy Park N.
646.723.4178
calvarystgeorges.org

New York, New York

SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE

1 West 53rd St.
212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

New York, New York

TRINITY CHURCH WALL STREET
74 Trinity PI.

212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Cincinnati, Ohio

DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO
412 Sycamore St.
800.582.1712
episcopaliansinconnection.org

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

ALL SOULS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
405.842.1461

allsoulsokc.com

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
DIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA
924 N. Robinson Ave.
405.232.4820

epiok.org

Wayne, Pennsylvania

ST. DAVID'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
763 S. Valley Forge Rd.
610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Knoxville, Tennessee

DIOCESE OF EAST TENNESSEE
814 Episcopal School Way
865.966.2110

dioet.org

Nashville, Tennessee
DIOCESE OF TENNESSEE
3700 Woodmont Blvd.
615.251.3322

edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee

ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike

615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

Dallas, Texas

CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101

incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIOCESE OF DALLAS
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
DIOCESE OF TEXAS
1225 Texas Ave.
713.520.6444
epicenter.org

The Living CHURcH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).

Houston, Texas

ST. MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
717 Sage Rd.

713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

San Antonio, Texas

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
510 Belknap PI.
210.736.3132

cecsa.org

San Antonio, Texas
DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS
111 Torcido Dr.
210.824.5387

dwtx.org

West Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUSALEM PEACEBUILDERS
P.0. Box 2020

802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Charleston, West Virginia
DIOCESE OF WEST VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia St. E.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

GUARANTORS

Beverly Hills, California
ALL SAINTS'

504 N. Camden Dr. #3202
310.275.0123
allsaintsbh.org

Carlsbad, California

ST. MICHAEL'S BY-THE-SEA
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2775 Carlshad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Meriden, Connecticut
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

IN CONNECTICUT

290 Pratt Street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

Washington, D.C.

CHRIST CHURCH, GEORGETOWN
31stand O Sts. NW
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

Jacksonville, Florida

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4171 Hendricks Ave.
904.737.8488

allsaintsjax.org

Miami, Florida

DIOCESE OF SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
525 NE 15 St.

305.373.0881

diosef.org

Orlando, Florida

DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
1017 E. Robinson St.
407.423.3567

cfdiocese.org

Parrish, Florida

DIOCESE OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
8005 25th St. E.

941.556.0315

episcopalswil.org

Savannah, Georgia
COLLEGIATE CHURCH

OF ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE
1802 Abercorn St.
912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Des Moines, lowa
DIOCESE OF IOWA
225 37th St.
515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Fort Thomas, Kentucky

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Chalfonte PI.

859.441.1092
standrewsfortthomas.org

Shreveport, Louisiana

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
908 Rutherford Street
318.221.3360

stmarkscatheral.net

Potomac, Maryland

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
10033 River Rd.

301.365.2055
stfrancispotomac.org

Morristown, New Jersey

ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
121 South Street

973.538.0555
stpetersmorristown.org

Albuguerque, New Mexico
DIOCESE OF THE RIO GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. NW
505.881.0636

dioceserg.org

Santa Fe, New Mexico
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAITH
311 E. Palace Ave.
505.982.4447
holyfaithchurchsf.org

Brooklyn, New York
CHURCH OF ST. MARK
1417 Union St.
718.756.6607
stmarkschurchbrooklyn.org

Cooperstown, New York
CHRIST CHURCH

46 River St.
607.547.9555
ceccoop.net

Garden City, New York
DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceseli.org



New York, New York

CHURCH OF ST. EDWARD THE MARTYR
14 East 109th St.

212.369.1140
saintedwardthemartyr.com

Tulsa, Oklahoma

CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL
10901 S. Yale Ave.
918.299.7510
christchurchtulsa.org

Norristown, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA
23 E. Airy St.
215.627.6434

diopa.org

Columbia, South Carolina
DIOCESE OF UPPER
SOUTH CAROLINA

1115 Marion St.
803.771.7800
edusc.org

Murfreeshboro, Tennessee

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
116 N. Academy St.
615.893.3780
stpaulsmurfreeshoro.org

Nashville, Tennessee

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway
615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
700 S. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735

cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas

ST. MATTHEW’S CATHEDRAL
5100 Ross Ave.
214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Houston, Texas

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd.
713.782.1270

sfch.org

Houston, Texas

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
2450 River Oaks Blvd.
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sjd.org

Navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLEN
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Waco, Texas
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2900 W. Waco Dr.
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stalbanswaco.org

Waco, Texas

HOLY SPIRIT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1624 Wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA
110 W. Franklin St.
800-DIOCESE
thediocese.net

Richmond, Virginia

ST. MATTHEW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave.

804.288.1911

stmattsrva.org

Seattle, Washington
DIOCESE OF OLYMPIA
10th Ave. E.
206.325.4200
€CWW.0rg

SOCIETY OF MARY,
AMERICAN REGION

Fr. John D. Alexander, Superior
somamerica.org

ASSOCIATES

Tucson, Arizona

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL

CHURCH

602 N. Wilmot Road
520.886.7292
smallangelstucson.org

San Diego, California

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
625 Pennsylvania Ave.
619.298.7729
allsaintschurch.org

Washington, DC

DIOCESE OF WASHINGTON
Mount Saint Alban
202.537.6555

edow.org

Lake Mary, Florida

ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
700 Rinehart Rd.

407.444.5673
stpeterslakemary.org

Pensacola, Florida

DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST
201 N Baylen St.

850.434.7337

diocgc.org

St. Augustine, Florida
TRINITY PARISH

215 Saint George St.
904.824.2876
trinitysta.org

Tallahassee, Florida

HOLY COMFORTER EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2015 Fleischmann Rd.

850.877.2712

hc-ec.org

South Bend, Indiana

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN INDIANA
117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489

ednin.org

Salina, Kansas

CHRIST CATHEDRAL
138 S. 8th St.
785.827.4440
christcathedralsalina.org

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
8833 Goodwood Blvd.
225.926.5343

stlukesbr.org

New Orleans, Louisiana

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
6249 Canal Blvd.
504.488.3749

stpaulsnola.org

Shreveport, Louisiana

DIOCESE OF WESTERN LOUISIANA
4321 Youree Dr. Ste. 400
318.442.1304

epiwla.org

Bangor, Maine

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
225 French St.

207.947.0156
stiohnsbangor.org

Boston, Massachusetts
DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS
138 Tremont Street
617.482.5800

diomass.org

Minnetonka Beach, Minnesota

ST. MARTIN'S BY THE LAKE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

2801 Westwood Road

952.446.6115

stmartinsbythelake.org

Concord, New Hampshire
DIOCESE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
63 Green St.

603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, New Jersey
DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY
808 W. State St.
609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, New York
DIOCESE OF ALBANY

580 Burton Rd.
518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

New York, New York

CHRIST & SAINT STEPHEN'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

120 W. 69th St.
212.787.2755
csschurch.org

New York, New York
GRACE CHURCH
802 Broadway
212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Queens, New York

CHURCH OF ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR
116-42 Farmers Blvd.
718.528.1891
stalbanepiscopalqueens.org

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
200 Hayes Rd.

919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Dayton, Ohio

ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5520 Far Hills Ave.

937.434.1781
stgeorgesdayton.org

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PHILADELPHIA EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
23 S. 38th St.

215.386.0234
philadelphiacathedral.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
325 Qliver Avenue, Suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Newport, Rhode Island
ZABRISKIE MEMORIAL CHURCH
OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
61 Washington St.
401.848.2561
saintjohns-newport.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
ST. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Lookout Mountain, Tennessee
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
211 Franklin Rd.

423.821.1583

gslookout.com

Austin, Texas

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2128 Barton Hills Dr.
512.444.1449
stmarksaustin.org

Irving, Texas

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2700 Warren Cir.

972.255.4171

redeemer-irving.org

Lubbock, Texas

DIOCESE OF NORTHWEST TEXAS
1802 Broadway

806.763.1370

nwidiocese.org

McKinney, Texas

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
400 N College St.

972.562.1166
stpetersmckinney.com

Tyler, Texas

CHRIST CHURCH
118 S. Bois d'Arc
903.597.9854
christchurchtyler.org

River Hills, Wisconsin

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Rd.

414,352.0380

stchristopherswi.org

To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.



We honor your service.
Contact us to learn

about special incentives
for those who served
the church.

THE FORECAST IS SUNNY FOR
YOUR ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

Discover active senior living at Westminster Communities of Florida, offering so much more
than just a place to live. Choose from spectacular waterfront, suburban and city locations
throughout the Sunshine State, all part of our not-for-profit, faith-based family. At our Life Plan
Communities, every residence is maintenance-free. We’ll take care of everything while youre
out enjoying the things you love and a lifestyle enhanced by social, wellness and lifelong learning
opportunities. Best of all, you’ll find safety and security for the future with our full continuum
of care, including Assisted Living and Nursing Care, to support life’s changing needs. Don’t just
take our word for it. Contact us today to learn how sunny active senior living can be!

Call Suzanne at 1-800-948-1881 today

to learn more about our communities!
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